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Dancewicz’ Eagle project nears completion 


Aaron Dancewicz, an 
Eagle candidate from 
BSA Troop 126 in Wil- 
mington, has undertaken 
an ambitious project to 
gain his Eagle rank — to 
purchase and install flag- 
poles on the Town 
Common so flags of all 
military branches are 
represented. Here are 
scenes from work most 
recently done. 


Clockwise from top left: 
Joan Dancewicz (Aaron's 
grandmother), Joe Dance- 
wicz (Aaron’s dad), Aaron 
Dancewicz, Thom Gorham, 
Lucas Gorham, Devin 


Mathews and Mike Mathews 


Scouts and volunteers 
install flagpoles 


The final result — a cere- 
mony will be held on May 
29th for its dedication 


Aaron gets a little help 
from big brother and 
Eagle Scout, Zach 
Dancewicz 


(Courtesy photos) 


Investigation begins on 
disturbing altercation in 
WHS boys’ bathroom 


By HEATHER BURNS 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — On 
March 30, 2022, Wilming- 
ton High School officials 
and the Wilmington Police 
Department announced an 
investigation had begun 


fomr 


To reach 
The Town Crier 
Call: 978-658-2346 


ComngeCrivr 


on a serious and disturb- 
ing physical altercation 
that occurred in a Wil- 
mington High School boys’ 
bathroom. 

This announcement was 
made after videos of the 
incident surfaced that ap- 
pear to show several stu- 
dents dragging another 
student into a bathroom 
stall, then lifting the at- 
tacked student up and 
shoving him face first into 
a toilet while dozens of by- 
standers laughed and re- 
corded the incident on 
their phones. 

Wilmington Police Chief 
Joseph Desmond _ con- 
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Selectmen approve requests for 
earth removal and using town spaces 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — At 
the Board of Selectmen 
meeting Monday night, 


the board approved a re- 
quest to remove earth at 
99 Fordham Road before 
they received communi- 
cations and requests to 
use the town common 


and the town hall flag 
pole. 

As they opened the pub- 
lic hearing for the re- 
quest, Jill Elmstrom, on 
behalf of Fordham Park- 


ing LLC, explained that 
it was necessary to re- 
move the earth in order 
to make the improve- 
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School Committee discusses allowing school choice 


By LIZZY HILL 
News Correspondent 


WILMINGTON — Wil- 
mington Superintendent 
Dr. Glenn Brand over- 
viewed school choice for 
the School Committee 
last Wednesday night dur- 


ing their regular meet- 
ing. He named several 
documents available on 
the matter from the De- 
partment of Education, 
including a Frequently 
Asked Questions sheet 
and a summary of school 
choice and relevant Mas- 


sachusetts general laws 
that apply. 

The School Committee 
makes an annual deci- 
sion about school choice 
around this time every 
year, he reminded them. 
The presumption made 
by the Department of Ed- 


ucation is that districts 
will allow anyone from 
other towns to attend 


school in that district un-_ 


less the School Commit- 
tee takes specific action 
to prevent this. Brand 
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Wilmington Library News: . 
Make your own natural cleaning products and food wrap 


Poetry Contest 

Submissions — 

Two Weeks Left! 
This year’s annual poet- 
ry contest theme is Ad- 
venture. Where would you 
like to go on your adven- 
ture? Who would you take 
with you on your adven- 
ture? All ages can submit 
a poem now through April 
23. Contestants can sub- 
mit digitally on our web- 
site or bring their poem to 

the library. 


Adult Programs 


INDOOR 
Drop-In Tech Help 
Monday, April 11, 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 12, 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, April 13, 2 p.m. 

Have a tech question 
that’s been bugging you? 
Stop by Drop-in Tech Help. 


OUTDOOR 

Walk and Talk in the 

Wildwood Cemetery 
Wednesday, April 13, 9 a.m. 
If you are looking for 
some exercise and cama- 
raderie, plan on walking 
the Wildwood Cemetery 
with Library Associate 

Jean Diorio and others. 


INDOOR 
Adult DIY Natural 
Cleaning Products 
and Beeswax Wrap 
Thursday, April 14, 7 p.m. 
Librarian Laurie W. will 
lead the group in making 
cleaning products with 
all-natural ingredients and 
a reusable beeswax wrap 
to keep food fresh. All sup- 
plies provided. 


VIRTUAL 
Poetry Circle 


Saturday, April 16, 9:15 ! 


Videos of alleged attack 
lead to police investigation — 
at Wilmington High School — 


WHS FROM PAGE 1 


firmed that they are 
aware of multiple videos 
of the attack and the Wil- 
mington Police Depart- 
ment is investigating the 
incident as a_ possible 
crime. 

- Chief Desmond com- 
mented on the video, 
stating “It clearly looks 
like an assault,” but con- 
firmed that charges have 
not yet been determined. 

Police are also investi- 
gating the incident to see 
if it rises to the level of 
hate crime or civil rights 
violation. 

Parents and officials 
are not only outraged by 
the physical act of this 

- incident, but also by the 
lack of empathy and ac- 
tion of the bystanding 
students that watched it 
happen. 

School officials have 
declined to comment, cit- 
ing student privacy is- 
sues, but a letter from the 
Superintendent of Schools, 


Glenn Brand, was sent to - 


parents. 

Although the letter did 
not directly describe the 
alleged incident, Brand 
made it clear that this 


type of behavior would 


not be tolerated. 

Brand stated “I am tru- 
ly appalled by the ac- 
tions of these students 
which are unacceptable 
and do not represent the 
core values of this educa- 
tion community.” 

He continued to say “It 
is my expectation that 


each and every one of 


our students has the 


right to attend a school . 


that is safe and ‘Support- 

ive. While I recognize 

that the vast number of 

our students consistently _ 
make appropriate choices - 
to support such an envi- 

ronment, we will have 
zero tolerance for those 

that do not.” 

The letter from Brand 
also stated that this inci- 
dent comes in the wake 
of other concerns recent- 
ly involving troubling 
student behavior, but did 
not name these concerns 
in the letter. 

The Superintendent’s of- 
fice will be scheduling 
mandatory _ bystander 
training for all students, 
as well as implementing 
workshops to promote po- 
sitive behavior, speaking 
or acting in support of 


others, and emphasizing 


and ensuring safety for 
all. 


Three students that 
were identified in the vi- 
deo have been suspended 
for ten days while the on- 
going investigation con- 
tinues. 

School officials are look 
ing into potential di 
nary action for other stu- 
dents who may be identi- 
fied during the investiga- 
tion. 


The Wilmington Police 


Department is working 
with the District Attor- 
ney’s office to determine 
if any appropriate char- 
ges will be made as a 


result of the investigation. 


Advertisement 
It’s Your Money 
by Todd Brisbois . 


UNDERSTANDING 


IRAS 


Individual Retirement Arrangements, or IRAs, 


provide tax 


incentives for people to make 


investments that can provide financial security for 
their retirement. These accounts can be set up with 
a bank or other financial institution, a life insurance 
company, mutual fund or stockbroker. 
Here’s a basic overview to help people better 
understand this type of retirement savings account. 
Contribution. The money that someone puts into 


their IRA. There 


are 


annual limits to 


contributions depending on their age and the type of 

IRA. Generally, a taxpayer or their spouse must 

have earned income to contribute to an IRA. 
Distribution. The amount that someone withdraws 


from their IRA. 


Withdrawals. Taxpayers may face a 10% penalty 
and a tax bill if they withdraw money before age 59 
%, unless they qualify for an exception. 

Required distribution. There are requirements for 
withdrawing from an IRA. Someone generally must 
start taking withdrawals from their IRA when they 
reach age 70%. Per the 2019 SECURE Act, if a 
person’s 70th birthday is on or after July 1, 2019, they 
do not have to take withdrawals until age 72. 

Presented as a service to the community by 


Brisbois 
Capital Management, LLC 


11 Middlesex Ave, Suite 1, Wilmington, MA 01887 


888-680-6886 
www.BrisboisCapital.com 


Securities offered through Securities Service Network, Inc., 
Member FINRA/SIPC 
Office of Supervisory Jurisdiction: 
9729 Cogdill Rd, Suite 301, Knoxville, TN 37932, 865/777-4677 
Brisbois Capital Management, LLC, is a registered investment advisor 
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a.m. 

Do you enjoy writing 
poetry? Want input on 
your work? If so, this 
group is for you. When 
registering, please provide 
your email address so you 
can receive an agenda and 
any prep materials in ad- 
vance. Led by local writing 
enthusiast, Barbara Alev- 
ras. 


Youth Programs 


INDOOR 
Switch it up! 
Video Game Club 

Monday, April 11, 3:45 p.m. 

Love Mario Kart? Love 
Nintendo Switch? Come to 
this once-a-month video 
game tournament to play 
your favorite Switch games 
with friends! Grades 3-5 


VIRTUAL 


Pajama Jam 
Monday, April 11, 6:30 p.m. 
Join the fabulous Berna- 

dette Baird for interactive 
music and movement. 
Ages 0-4 


VIRTUAL 
Near & Far 
Book Group 
Wednesday, April 13, 6:30 


p.m. 

Kids & Grandparents! If 
you're missing your loved 
ones that live far away, 
join our book group and 
enjoy books together virtu- 
ally! We'll read one book 
together as a group, have 
some fun discussions and 
then families will have a 
chance to break off into 
groups and read a book or 
two together. Ages Pre- 
school - 5th Grade & their 
Grandparents 


Utility company serves Wilmington 
_ Veteran RMLD manager to retire early this summer 


"AT. K BLAI 

READING — Reading 
Municipal Light Depart- 
ment (RMLD) General Ma- 
nager Coleen O’Brien will 
step down early this sum- 
mer from her leadership 
post at the non-profit util- 
ity company. 

According to a prepared 
statement from RMLD’s 
Board of Commissioners, 
O’Brien announced her re- 
tirement earlier last month 
and the search has already 
begun to find her succes- 
sor. 

The RMLD manager’s of- 
ficial departure date is 
June 30, 2022. 

“Ms. O’Brien served as 
RMLD’s general manager 
for close to nine years. Her 
tenure at RMLD is the cul- 
mination of over 40 years 
of experience in the utility 


April 9, 10:00am-11:00am, 
Friends of the Tewksbury 
Public Library Annual 
Meeting. 300 Chandler 
Street. 


April 10, 11:00am-1:00pm, 
Easter Egg Hunt, Free, 
Lowell Kiwanis, Lucy Lar- 
com Park, 258 Merrimack 
Street, Lowell 


April 12, 1:00pm, Hike 
The Pinnacle along the 
Merrimack River. Hook- 
sett, NH. 1.1 mile hike tra- 
verses steep terrain, gain- 
ing 200 feet elevation. Par- 
king is available in the 
town parking area at the 
base of The Pinnacle. This 
is a free event but regis- 
tration is required. jma- 
cone@merrimack.org for 
more information. 


April 16, 7:00pm-11:00pm, 
Tewksbury-Wilmington Elks 


industry,” RMLD commis- 
sioners remarked in a joint 
statement released late 
last week. 

“Coleen has provided in- 
valuable leadership during 
her time at RMLD,” Board 
of Commissioners’ Chair 
Robert Coulter remarked. 
“On behalf of the board, I 
would like to thank Coleen 
for her dedication and ser- 
vice to this utility and the 
people of this community. 
We wish her the best in 
this exciting next chapter 
of her life.” 

Reporting directly to the 
elected Board of Commis- 
sioners, the new general 
manager will ultimately 
oversee day-to-day opera- 
tions at one of the largest 
non-profit utilities in the 
state. 

With around 80 employ- 
ees working at the elec- 


INDOOR 
Crafternoon: 
Needle Felting 
Thursday, April 14, 3:45 
p.m. 

Learn to needle felt with 
wool in this fun and cre- 
ative afternoon! Grades 4-8 


INDOOR 
Read to Thor 

Thursday, April 14, 5-6:30 
p.m. 

Come read to Thor, a 
beautiful dog who loves to 
listen to kids read! Sign 
up for one 15 minute ses- 
sion per reader. 


WML In-Person 
Programming 
Registration is required 
for most in-person pro- 
grams. Please check our 
website on the day of the 
program to confirm loca- 
tion. Masks are no longer 


tricity distributor, which 
serves residents in Read- 
ing, North Reading, Wil- 
mington and Lynnfield, 
O’Brien’s successor will 
also manage an annual op- 
erating budget that now 
exceeds $92 million. 
RMLD officials say they 
will immediately turn to 
the task of finding a new 
director to head up the 
non-profit utility, though 
based upon a cursory re- 
view of the Board of Com- 
missioners’ meeting min- 


_ utes, the specifics around 


how that job search will be 
conducted have not yet 
been finalized. 

“RMLD’s General Mana- 
ger reports to the Board 
of Commissioners. There- 
fore, the Board has begun 
the process of identifying 
a candidate with the ap- 
propriate expertise to ma- 


Upcoming Events 


Casino night, open to the 
public over age 21. Live 
gaming-Blackjack-Texas 
Hold'em-Roulette and Cash 
Wheel. 978-657-6333 ext. 1, 
777 South St. Tewksbury 


April 19th 5:30pm-7pm, 
Galilee Cafe at Tewksbury 
Congregational Church lo- 
cated at 10 East Street 
serving FREE communi- 
ty dinner and ALL wel- 
come. Please bring your 
friends and family and 
come in to enjoy a nice 
spaghetti dinner. 


April 22 7:00pm, Trivia 
Night: Children’s Literature 
Edition. Join the Tewks- 
bury Public Library on 
Zoom for another fun 
night of trivia. Registr- 


ation for this free event 
required. https://www. 
tewksburypl.org/home/pa 
ges/calendar and register. 


Friday, April 22nd 7:00pm, 
TMHS Girls Basketball 
Alumni Game at Tewks- 
bury Memorial High 
School. Wear your basket- 
ball gear and show your 
team spirit as you enjoy 
this FREE event at TMHS. 
Watch alums from 1999- 
2022 play inthis fundrais- 
ing event. Concessions and 
a 50/50 raffle will raise mon- 
ey for TMHS Girls Basket- 
ball Boosters. Alum spec- 
tators are encouraged to 
wear their team jerseys. 


April 23, 10am-1:00pm, 
Friends of the Tewksbury 
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required for vaccinated 
patrons while visiting the 


library. 


WML Virtual 
Programming 
The library continues to 
offer a variety of virtual 
events. Please note that 
registration is required in 
order to receive the Zoom 
link. Go to wilmlibrary.org 
to register or call 978-658- 
2967. 


Book Store Next Store, 
183 Middlesex Ave. 

Open Saturdays & Wed- 
nesdays, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Shop discount books! Pa- 
perbacks for $1 and hard- 
covers for $2. 

The Book Store is staffed 
by volunteers from the 
Friends of the Library 
and all proceeds help sup- 
port library programs: 


nage one of the largest mu- 
nicipal utilities in Massa- 
chusetts. Through this tran- 
sition, RMLD will contin- 
ue to provide the reliable 
electric service that our 
customers have come to 
expect,” the town officials 
stated in their prepared 
statement on Friday. 

- Hired in July of 2013 to 
take over. operations at 
RMLD’s Ash Street head- 
quarters, O’Brien was pre- 
viously employed for 18 
years as the Town of Dan- 
vers’ electrical division 
director. 

The Northeastern Univer- 
sity alumnus, who in 1983 
obtained her bachelor’s 
degree in electrical engi- 
neering, also worked in the 
private sector for some 15 
years as a project manag- 
er. 


Public Library Book and 
Puzzle Collection. The 
Friends will accept dona- 
tions of new and used: puz- 
zles and books in good 
condition for future sale 
at a fundraising event. Li- 
brary meeting room, 300 
Chandler Street. 


May 7, 2022 9:00am, Tewks- 
bury Town Clean Up Day, 
9:00am Pitch in to give the 
town a spring cleaning! 
Register at https://www. 
signupgenius.com/go/10c0 
a45aea723a5ff2-town5 or 
clean.up.tewksbury@gmail. 
com 


May 12, 5:00PM, Tewks- 
bury Rotary Taste of the 
Town 2022, Tewksbury 
Country Club, Tickets at 
$40.00 978-851-8945 or Event 
brite.com. 


News and notes from WCTV 


Hello friends and neigh- 
bors! Here’s what’s going 
‘on at WCTV! 


Meet Ashley Stevens 
— WCTV’s Youth & 
Media Director! 

As you know, WCTV’s 
Summer Program is com- 
ing, but we thought we 
might share some infor- 
mation about our new 
Youth & Media Director, 
Ashley Stevens who will 


be facilitating the Summer 
Program. Ashley has re- 
cently accepted a full-time 
position at WCTV as the 
Youth & Media Director. 
Prior to that Ashley han- 
dled all of WCTV’s social 
media and program sche- 
duling. Now that she’s 
full-time with us, she’s 
expanded her role and is 
taking on the Youth Pro- 
gram! 

Ashley is a Wilmington 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
Annual Water Main 
Flushing Program 


On Tuesday April 19, 2022 the Water Division of DPW will 
begin its annual water main flushing and valve exercising 
program. The flushing program will be conducted on Mon- 
day through Friday from 8:00 P.M. until 12:00 A.M. The 
program will take approximately 8 weeks to complete. 


Flushing the water mains aids in removing sediments that 
collect in the pipe line resulting in improved water quality. 
Unfortunately, this work may temporarily cause some dis- 
colored water but should become clear after running your 
cold water for a few minutes. The water will remain safe 


to drink during this program. 


If you have any questions or problems with your water, 
please call the DPW — Water Division Office at (978) 658- 
4711. We wish to thank you in advance for your patience 


in this endeavor. 


Wilmington DPW 
Water & Sewer Division 


High School Alumni and 
has been working closely 
with Wilmington schools 
to get more content out to 
you, the viewer. 

Ashley still continues to 
schedule all of WCTV’s 
programming along with 
our Social Media. If you 
have any suggestions or 
comments for Ashley she 
can be reached at ashley 
@wetv.org. 


Meetings covered 

by WCTV: 

Monday April 11: 
Board of Selectmen 
View on channels: Veri- 


7PM- 


zon 37, Comcast 9 

WCTYV is located at: 10 
Waltham Street, Wilming- 
ton 

Office Hours by Appoint- 
ment: (978) 657-4066 

Questions about WCTV? 
Contact info@wetv.org 

WCTV Channels: Public 
Channel: Verizon 37, Com- 
cast 9 

To watch programs On- 
Demand or for more infor- 
mation check us out at 
WCTV.org 

Follow us on Facebook: 
Wilmington Community 
Television. 


- LEGAL NOTICE - 


AUCTION INFORMATION 
WILMINGTON, MA 


Notice is hereby given that the undersigned 
will sell at Public Auction on: 


APRIL 13, 2022 - 12:00 PM 


at BURLINGTON SELF STORAGE 


114 WEST STREET 
WILMINGTON, MA 01887 


The personal property heretofore stored with the undersigned by: 


CATHY OBER (2 UNITS) - WILMINGTON, MA 
STEPHANIE DeMARCO - STONEHAM, MA 


Burlington Self Storage reserves the following rights: 
(1) To bid at the public auction; (2) To refuse any and all bids; 
(3) To cancel the auction at any time for any reason. 


3/30&4/6 
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Williams wins state transportation award 


By PAIGE IMPINK 


News Correspondent 
paige @yourtowncrier.com 


As the students assem- 
bled in the cafetorium of 
the John Ryan Elemen- 
tary School, an air of ex- 
pectation and excitement 
was palpable. On stage 
last Friday, principal Judi 
McInnes and art teacher 
Melissa Lane were framed 
by a backdrop of the Stu- 
dent Transportation Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts, 
or STAM logo. 

It was announced that 
Jordyn Williams, daugh- 
ter of Colleen and James 
Williams, was the Massa- 
chusetts state winner. Wil- 
liams, a fifth grader, was 
surprised and walked to 
the stage to receive her 
award. Students cheered, 
and administration was 
on hand to congratulate 
Jordyn. 

The School Transporta- 
tion Association of Massa- 


chusetts sponsors a con- 
test for the American School 
Bus Council’s Annual pos- 
ter contest. The winners 
at the state level win cash 
prizes for their art depart- 
ments and are also sub- 
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mitted to be part of the 
National contest. The win- 
ner at the National level 
will have their drawing 
used for the poster for Na- 
tional School Bus Safety 
week in October of 2022 as 


Tewksbury roe investigating bank NY 


TEWKSBURY - Police 
Chief Ryan Columbus 
reports that the Tewks- 
bury Police Department 
is investigating a rob- 
bery that occurred at the 
Salem Five bank on Main 
Street Wednesday after- 
noon. 

On Wednesday, March 
30, at approximately 3:15 
p.m., Tewksbury Police 
responded to a report of 
a robbery at the Salem 
Five, 2171 Main St. 

A preliminary investiga- 
tion determined that a 
male suspect entered the 
bank, approached two tel- 
lers and demanded cash 
while claiming to have a 
firearm. He then fled on 
foot with an undisclosed 
amount of cash. There 
were no reported injuries. 

The suspect is described 
as a white male, approxi- 
mately 40-years-old, who 
was wearing a_ black 
hooded sweatshirt, gray 


ier 04 - 
2-03-30 15:17:04 


A Still of the man who held up the Salem Five 


Bank on Main St. in Tewksbury. 


pants, black gloves, a Pa- 
triots hat and a surgical 
mask. 

Several officers and K- 
9 units searched the area 
around the bank with ne- 
gative results. 

Tewksbury Police are 
investigating | whether 
there are any connections 
between this robbery and 
a previous robbery at the 


(Courtesy photo) 


same bank that occurred 
on March 7. 

Tewksbury Police urge 
anyone who has informa- 
tion on this incident to 
call police dispatchers at 
978-851-7373. Those who 
wish to remain anony- 
mous can call the tip line 
at 978-851-0175, or email: 
tewks_detectives@tewks- 
bury-ma. gov. 


TPD charges man with two Salem Five robberies 


TEWKSBURY — Chief 
Ryan M. Columbus re- 
ports that the Tewksbury 
Police Department, in 
collaboration with ‘the 
Federal Bureau of Inve- 
stigation and other law 
enforcement partners, ob- 
tained an arrest warrant 
charging a man with two 
robberies at a local bank. 

Eric Mohan, 47, of Man- 
chester, N.H., is charged 
by a warrant with: 

e Armed Robbery While 
Masked 

¢ Unarmed Robbery 

On Monday, March 7, 
Tewksbury Police respon- 
ded to a report .of a rob- 
bery at the Salem Five 
Bank, 2171 Main St. Dur- 
ing the initial investiga- 
tion, police learned the 
suspect demanded cash 
from tellers. 

On Wednesday, March 
30, the Salem Five Bank 
was robbed again. During 


this investigation, police 
learned the suspect de- 
manded cash from tellers 
while claiming to have a 
firearm. 

Tewksbury Police detec- 
tives collaborated with 
law enforcement part- 
ners at the FBI Violent 
Crimes Task Force. That 
investigation identified 
Mohan as a suspect. — 

On Monday, April 4, Mo- 
han was arrested by 
Hampton, N.H., Police, 
with assistance from 
Tewksbury detectives and 
agents from the FBI Vio- 
lent Crimes Task Force. 
Hampton, N.H., Police 
have charged Mohan in 
connection with a bank 
robbery in their commu- 
nity. 

He is expected to ap- 
pear in court in New 
Hampshire on Tuesday. 
The Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office Extra- 


dition Coordinator is 
working on the process 
of having Mohan trans- 
ferred to Massachusetts. 

Mohan is considered a 
suspect in other open 
cases in Massachusetts 
and New Hampshire. 

"The valuable informa- 
tion obtained from the 
second robbery that oc- 
curred at the Salem Five 
Bank helped lead us to 
this arrest, and gather 
information pertaining to 
several other bank rob- 
beries in the area," Chief 
Columbus said. "I'd like 
to commend the efforts of 
the Tewksbury Police offi- 
cers involved in the inves- 
tigation and all of the 
other agencies, including 
the FBI Violent Crimes 
Task Force, that helped 
us solve these cases." 

These are allegations. 
All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Assault & Battery with a Dangerous Weapon 
arrest and Trespass arrest in sitsonantens 


TEWKSBURY — On 
March 31, 2022, following 
an investigation at 4 High- 
wood Drive, the Holiday 
Inn, the Tewksbury Police 
Department arrested Mi- 
chael Hegna, 30 years old, 
of 427 Raft Ave. Holbrook, 
NY for 2 counts assault 
and battery with a dan- 
gerous weapon (door), 
vandalizing property, re- 
sisting arrest, disorderly 
conduct, trespassing, and 
threat to commit a crime 
(assault). Also arrested 
was John Harrison, 30 
years old, of 12 Maplewood 
Ave., Seldon NY for Tres- 
passing. 

Officers responded to 4 
Highwood Drive, the Holi- 
day Inn for reports of two 
males causing a distur- 
bance. Officers arrived on 
scene, located the individ- 
uals, and attempted to de- 
escalate this situation 
where they were met with 
violent behavior displayed 
by Michael Hegna. During 
the investigation, Hegna as- 
saulted two officers by 


A HEGNA 


means of slamming a door 
on them. Hegna was soon 
taken into custody and 
placed under arrest. Dur- 
ing this time, officers ob- 
served damage to the hotel 
room from a folding knife. 
The second male identified 
as John Harrison was 
advised by officers to gath- 
er his things and leave the 
hotel room or he would be 
placed under arrest. 
Harrison failed to comply 
and was placed under 
arrest for trespassing. 


% 


Fst 


A HARRISON 


Hegna and Harrison were 
scheduled to be arraigned 
at Lowell District Court on 
April 1, 2022. 

The. Tewksbury Police 
Department urges any cit- 
izens who suspect crimi- 
nal activity to call the Dis- 
patch Center @ 978-851- 
7373. If you wish to remain 
anonymous, please call 
the Tip Line @ 978-851-0175 
or send an email to tewks 
_detectives@tewksbury- 
ma.gov . 


< Jordyn Williams received 
the STAM Art award for 
Massachusetts for her pos- 
ter depicting school safety 


- education on the bus. Pic- 


well as win additional cash 
prizes. Every year, thou- 
sands of school districts 
in over 40 states partici- 
pate in local and state- 
level competitions to sel- 
ect artwork that depicts 


Tewksbury 


A rabies inoculation clin- 
ic for dogs and cats has 
been scheduled for Sat- 
urday April 16, 2022, at 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., at 
the Tewksbury Senior Cen- 
ter, 175 Chandler Street. 
Licensed Veterinarians 
from Shawsheen Animal 
Hospital will be providing 
the services. PLEASE 


tured at the award ceremo- 
ny are Ray LaFortune of 


» Tewksbury Transit, driver 


Jen Kelly, art teacher Melis- 


_ sa Lane, Jordyn Williams 


and parents Colleen and 
James. Williams’ poster will 
go on to compete at the 
national level. 

(Paige Impink photo) 


school bus safety-related 
themes and encourages 
and promotes school bus 
safety. The winning pos- 
ters are used to promote 
safer school transporta- 
tion for everyone, accord- 
ing to the STAM promo- 
tional information. 

This year’s theme was 1 
Bus + 1 Driver = a BIG Im- 
pact on Education. Jor- 
dyn received a $500 check 
for her poster and the art 
department also received 
a $500 check, presented by 
Mr. Ray Lafortune of Tewks- 
bury Transit. Jordyn’s pos- 


Rabies Clinic 


REMEMBER TO BRING 
YOUR PET’S PREVI- 
OUSLY ISSUED RABIES 
CERTIFICATE which will 
determine whether the 
animal will receive a 1 
year or 3 year vaccination 
series. Please be advised, 
if your pet has received a 
3 year vaccine at any 
point in the past, it is eli- 


A3 


ter depicted two buses; 
one with students doing 
the right thing, and one 
with students doing the 
wrong thing, and helpful 
safety hints listed above 
the busses. The buses 
were shown in front of the 
Ryan School. The poster 
was created with colored 
pencils on a white back- 
ground. 

Lane said, “Contests such 
as this one give students 
the opportunity to use 
their art in a public forum 
where it benefits many. It’s 
important to me that my 
students know what an 
influence they can make 
with their art.” Lane went 
on to say, “Jordyn’s excite- 
ment over this contest and 
the smile on her face re- 
minds me of the very rea- 
sons I decided to become 
an Art Teacher, to foster 
the love of art in young 
children.” The winner at 
the National level will have 
their drawing used for the 
poster for National School 
Bus Safety week in Octo- 
ber of 2022. Good luck, 
Jordyn! 


on April 16 


gible to receive the 3 year 
vaccine again. You must 
provide proof at the time 
of the vaccination. All 
dogs must be on a leash. 
Cats must be in a cage or 
box, or on a_ harness 
restrained by the owner. 
The fee for rabies vaccina- 
tion is $20 per dog or cat. 
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FOR 6" & 7™ GRADERS | WEDNESDAY, MAY 4, 2022 
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_ Letters to 
Fi the editor 


Plant a tree in Tewksbury 


To the editor, 

The Town of Tewksbury 
would like to notify you of 
a cooperative tree plant- 
ing program with National 
Grid that will take place 
this spring. Our goal is to 
plant 25 street trees along 
the town’s right-of-way. 

Before planting commen- 
ces, the town is reaching 
out to residents to identify 
those who are interested 
in having a tree planted 
along the street in front of 
their home. The town will 
determine if the location 
is suitable for planting and 
provide a choice of appro- 
priate species that will not 
interfere with overhead 


April Book Stew 


wires. 

If you are interested in 
securing a street tree or 
would like more informa- 
tion on the program, please 
contact the Department of 
Public Works (DPW) at 
(978) 640-4440. Due to the ne- 
cessary lead-time, we ask 
that interested residents 
contact the DPW no later 
than April 22, 2022. 

Supply is limited; there- 
fore, this is a first come 
first serve opportunity. 

Thank you. 


Sincerely, 
Brian Gilbert, Director 
Tewksbury Public Works 


Barenbaum’s ‘Atomic 
Anna’ a ‘mashup of 
science and family saga’ 


“Every family is compli- 
cated...” 

...but the family at the 
center of Rachel Baren- 
baum’s new novel Atomic 
Anna is more intense than 
most! The elements of 
time travel, immigration, 
. addiction, comics, and 
Chernoby] all mesh in this 
remarkable mashup of sci- 
ence and family saga. See 
more on the April Book 
Stew video and podcast, 
hosted by Eileen MacDou- 


-urdays at noon. 


gall. 

Click on the links below 
and enjoy! 

Please check out the new 
Book Stew episode on 
WCTV on Tuesdays at 1 
PM, Wednesdays at 8 PM, 
Friday at 7 PM, and Sat- 
Also 
available on demand: 

Video: https://tinyurl.com 

/BookStew101-VOD 

Podcast: https://tinyurl 
.com/BookStew101-Sound 
cloud 


WINCHESTER — Win- 
chester Hospital announ- 
ced it is awarding $43,000 
in grant funding to six 
community-based organ- 
izations. As part of an 
ongoing commitment to 
give back to the commu- 
nities the hospital serves, 
these grants will provide 
much needed funding for 
local organizations in 
support of their shared 
missions to meet the 
community’s needs. Of 
particular emphasis for 
the grant awards are 
programs and services 
that focus on food ac- 
cess, mental health, and 
housing stability — pri- 
ority need areas which 
have experienced an in- 
creased level of demand 
due to the ongoing CO- 
VID-19 pandemic. 

“At a time when so 
many organizations have 
been impacted by the 
pandemic, we’re pleased 
to support and invest in 
these local groups that 
help strengthen our com- 
munities and enhance 
the quality of life for res- 
idents,” said Rick Wein- 
er, MD, president of Win- 
chester Hospital. “Invest- 
ing in projects that sup- 
port priority needs in 
our cities and towns is 
critical to keep these 
programs growing and 
vibrant for present and 
future needs.” 

Each year grant appli- 
cations are reviewed and 
selected by the Winches- 
ter Hospital Grant Sel- 
ection Committee, which 
is comprised of hospital 
leaders and local part- 
ners from across the 


vice area. 


GRANT RECIPIENTS 


A Author Rachel Barenbaum, left, and Book Stew host Eileen MacDougall cele- 
brate the release of Barenbaum’s new novel Atomic Anna. 
(Photo courtesy of Frank Messer) 


Winchester Hospital ser-. 


INCLUDE: 


Winchester High School: 
The COVID-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated mental 
health challenges for 
youth across our hospital 
service area. This grant 
will help Winchester High 
School establish a new 
in-school program that 
will raise awareness 
about mental health for 
the more than 300 incom- 
ing freshman through a 
rotating topic in a men- 
tal health workshop ser- 
ies and mentorship pro- 
gram. 


Mission of Deeds: Since 
1993, Mission of Deeds 
has helped low-income 
families maintain safe, 
functional permanent 
homes by providing fur- 
niture and household 
items. In an exceptional- 
ly challenging year for so 
many families, the grant 
money will support local 
families through food gift 
cards as well as provid- 
ing kitchen essentials so 
they can cook at home 
while staying safe. from 
the pandemic. 

Tewksbury Community 
Market: Grant funding 
will support the Town of 
Tewksbury in providing 
the equipment necessary 
to make all of its vendors 
capable of accepting 
SNAP/EBT benefit for 
the community market 
program. Each week, dur- 
ing June to September, 
the community market 
partners with many local 
farms to bring food that 
is healthy and affordable 
for SNAP-eligible low re- 
source families and older 
adults that is accessible 
within the town. 
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Winchester Hospital awards grant money 
to Tewksbury Community Market 


North Reading Police 
Department: Grant fund- 
ing-will support the North 
Reading Community IM- 
PACT: Coalition in es- 
tablishing two evidence- 
based programs design- 
ed to strengthen families, 
increase access to men- 
tal health resources, re- 
duce potential substance 
use and decrease sub- 
stance use risk factors. 


Medford Farmer’s Mar- 
ket: Funding will support 
the Medford Farmers 
Market SNAP/EBT Mat- 
ching Program to pro- 
vide additional funds to 
recipients in need. The 
grant will also support 
the market’s Senior 
Healthy Produce Pro- 
gram, which provides 
weekly bags of fresh pro- 
duce at a significantly 
reduced rate for older 
adults. 


Network for Social Jus- 
tice: The Network for. 
Social Justice’s mission 
is to foster a movement 
for systemic change ac- 
ross many facets that 
helps to advance equity 
and inclusion in the town 
of Winchester. The grant 
funding will support the 
establishment of a Win- 
chester Housing Stabi- 
lity Coalition. The coali- 
tion will focus on educa- 
tional campaigns, advo- 
cacy initiatives, and mu- 
nicipal partnerships to 
build community sup- 
port for diversified and 
affordable housing in 
Winchester. 


About 
Winchester Hospital 
Winchester Hospital, a 
part of Beth Israel La- 
hey Health, was the first 


community hospital in 
Massachusetts to earn 
Magnet recognition, the 
American Nurses Asso- 
ciation’s highest honor 
for nursing excellence. It 
has received this recog- 
nition four times, being 
one in only about 125 
hospitals in the country 
that have done so. 

As a leading provider 
of comprehensive health 
care services in north- 
west suburban Boston, 
the 229-bed facility pro- 
vides care in a broad 
range of surgical special- 
ties, including general, 
bariatric, vascular, and 
orthopedic surgery. They 
also deliver care in other 
areas, including pedia- 
trics, cardiology, pul- 
monary medicine, oncol- 
ogy, gastroenterology, re- 
habilitation, radiation on- 
cology, pain manage- 
ment, obstetrics/gyneco- 
logy and a Level IIB Spe- 
cial Care Nursery. 

For more information 
on Winchester Hospital, 
visit www.winchester- 
hospital.org. 


About Beth Israel 
Lahey Health 
Beth Israel Lahey 
Health is a new health 
care system that brings 
together academic med- 
ical centers and teaching 
hospitals, community and 
specialty hospitals, more 
than 4,800 physicians and 
36,000 employees in a 
shared mission to expand 
access to great care and 
advance the science and 
practice of medicine 
through groundbreaking 
research and education. 
For more information, 
visit www. bilh.org. 


Middlesex Sheriff's Office 
extends correction officer 
exam registration 


BILLERICA The 
- Middlesex Sheriff’s Of- 
fice is extending the reg- 
istration period for those 
interested in taking the 
correction officer en- 
trance exam to Friday, 
April 8 at 3 p.m. 

Candidates may sign 
up for the free exam by 
visiting middlesexsher- 
iff.org and completing 
the registration form. 
The exam is being offer- 
ed on a rolling basis with 
prospective candidates 
able to select from one 
of nine sessions between 
March 28 - April 9. Those 
who pass the written ex- 
am will be invited to take 
the office’s fitness test 

on April 16. 

Starting base salary 
for new officers is $60,885 
with the ability to earn 
over $10,000 more in po- 
tential bonuses and ov- 


Ninety Nine Restaurants launches hiring initiative 


for Gold Star family members 


WOBURN — Ninety Nine 
Restaurant & Pub, New 
England’s first locally- 
based casual restaurant 
company, announced a new 
restaurant-wide hiring ini- 
tiative focusing on recruit- 
ing Gold Star family mem- 
bers at all 103 locations ac- 
ross New England and up- 


state New York. This cam- 
paign seeks to highlight 
Ninety Nine’s support of 
the family members of fall- 
en U.S. service members. 
“We are committed that 
Ninety Nine will be known 
as an innovation leader in 
our industry and we’re 
continuing to transform to 


Want your 
opinion heard? 


We LOVE your letters! 


Send Letters to the Editor to: 
office@yourtowncrier.com. 


All submissions must be accompanied by full name, 
address, and daytime contact information 
for verification purposes. 
Letters must be e-mailed by noon on Monday in 
order for consideration the same week’s edition. 


elevate our brand on ev- 
ery level. We’re reimagin- 
ing the way corporate phi- 
lanthropy can work, refin- 
ing best-in-class recruit- 
ing practices, executing 
the industry’s best opera- 
tions with the critical fo- 
cus on all compliance 
matters, and of course, 
delivering the best menu 
options with amazing cus- 
tomer service,” said Nine- 
ty Nine CEO Craig W. Bar- 
ber. “Our Gold Star hiring 
campaign is just the latest 
example of us delivering 
on that commitment.” 
Ninety Nine’s Gold Star 
hiring campaign is a multi- 
faceted effort. There will be 
hiring days specifically 
focused on Gold Star fami- 
ly members on Tuesday, Ap- 
ril 5 and Wednesday, April 
6 from 9 - 11 a.m. and 1:30 
-5 p.m. at all 103 Ninety 
Nine Restaurant and Pubs. 


Gold Star family mem- 
bers are also encouraged 
to apply at www.99restau- 
rants.jobs, wherein they 
can indicate their special 
status in the application. 
All Gold Star family mem- 
bers who apply in-person 
will also have the ability to 
note their status during 
the application process. 

“Supporting Gold Star fa- 
milies is at the core of what 
we do at Ninety Nine. It just 
makes sense it should be at 
the core of our recruiting 
and hiring practices as 
well,” said Senior Vice Pre- 
sident of Human Resources 
Clint Lautenschleger. “We 
believe supporting these fa- 
milies is not only the right 
thing to do, but good for 
business too. As one of the 
first brands to have a dedi- 
cated program like this, we 
hope it will become a model 
for others to follow.” 

‘. 


ertime. Candidates who 
successfully graduate 
the BTA and complete a 
probationary period will 
also be eligible for a 
$2,500 sign on bonus. 

The 46th Basic Train- 
ing Academy (BTA) is 
currently slated to begin 
in late summer. 

All applicants must be 
21 years of age at the 
date of the examination 
and be legally eligible to 
work in the United States 
in compliance with fed- 
eral law. Candidates must 
also have a high school 
degree or equivalent and 
possess a valid motor ve- 
hicle license. 

To learn more about 
the Middlesex Sheriff’s 


- Office, please visit us 


at middlesexsheriff.org. 
Individuals with ques- 
tions regarding registra- 
tion may email recruit- 


Cetvksbury - 


ment@sdm.state.ma.us f 
or assistance. _ 

Prospective candidates 
also have the opportuni- 
ty to meet with mem- 
bers of the MSO during 
upcoming career fairs 
hosted by: 

¢ Plymouth State ‘Uni- 
versity - March 31 

¢ UMass Lowell - March 
31 

¢ New England College 
Criminal Justice Club - 
April 5 

e New Hampshire Col- 
lege & University Consor- 
tium - April 6 

¢ Curry College - April 
6 
¢ Bridgewater State Uni- 
versity - April 7 

Massachusetts Mari- 
time Academy - April 7 © 

e Salem State Univer- 
sity - April 14 
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Richard S. ‘Rick’ Capone 


Custodian in Wilmington Public Schools 


Rick entered _ eternal 
rest Monday evening, 
March 28, 2022 after a 
brief and sudden illness, 
in the comfort of his 
home, surrounded by his 
loving family. He was 66 
years of age. 

Born in Cambridge, he 
is the son of Marguerite 
(Gallo) Capone and the 
late Richard A. Capone. 

Rick was a late resident 
of Wilmington, a town 
which he also worked in. 

Rick dedicated his work- 
ing career as a school cus- 
todian in the Wilmington 
Public Schools. He cher- 
ished his time with all of 
the children he met over 
the years. Rick dedicated 
16 years as a custodian, 
before retiring in 2017. 

Rick’s love for cars led 
him to a passion for Cor- 
vettes. As a Corvette enthu- 
siast, Rick became one of 
the founding fathers of the 
National Corvette Museum 
in Bowling Green, KY. 

Strong in his faith, Rick 
was a devout parishioner 
of St. Robert Bellarmine 
Parish in Andover. He will 
be deeply missed by all 


who loved him. 

Rick was the devoted 
husband of Carol J. (Ped- 
dle) Capone of Wilming- 
ton, with whom he shared 
42 years of marriage. Be- 
loved son of Marguerite 
(Gallo) Capone of NH and 
the late Richard A. Capone. 

Dear brother of John A. 
Capone and his wife Col- 
leen of NH. Brother-in-law 
of Anita Peddle of Lynn- 
field and the late James 
Peddle. Loving godfather 
of Alexis LeBlanc of Mel- 
rose, Anthony Prochilo of 
NC, James M. Peddle of 
Tewksbury. 

Also lovingly survived 
by numerous “nieces and 
nephews.” _ 

Relatives and friends 
were kindly invited to at- 
tend visiting hours in St. 
Robert Bellarmine Parish, 
198 Haggetts Pond Road, 
Andover on Friday, April 
1, 2022 from 4- 7 p.m. A 
Mass of Christian Burial 
was held in the Church on 
Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Fu- 
neral Services will con- 
clude at Church. Inter- 
ment is private. 

In lieu of flowers, dona- 


tions may be made to Mul- 
tiple Myeloma Research 
Foundation, P.O. Box 414238 
Boston, MA 02241 or on-line 
at themmrf.org or to any 
no kill animal shelter of 
one’s choice. 

Funeral arrangements en- 
trusted to the Carafa Fa- 
mily Funeral Home in Chel- 
sea. We encourage family 
and friends to visit carafa- 
funeralhome.com to offer 
condolences by means of 
the online guest book or to 
send a personalized sym- 
pathy card. 


Karen J. (Tully) Richardson 


Patriots fan loved to cook and bake 


Karen J. Richardson (Tul- 
ly), age 56, of Tewksbury, 
formerly of Wilmington, 
passed away peacefully 
with her family at her side 
on April 3, 2022, at the La- 
hey Clinic in Burlington. 

Karen was born on June 
16, 1965, in Malden, MA; 
she was the dear daughter 
of the late Gerald "Jerry" 
and Judith (Green) Tully. 
Karen was raised and edu- 
cated in Wilmington, MA 
and a graduate of Wilming- 
ton High School with the 
Class of 1983. 

Karen continued her ed- 
ucation at Bunker Hiil Col- 
lege in Charlestown where 
she got her Associates De- 
gree in Radiology. Karen 
worked for many years as 
an x-ray technician for se- 
veral hospitals. 

Karen married, settled in 
Tewksbury and began her 
family; she was involved 
in whatever her children 
were doing and taught 
their CCD classes at St. 
Williams Church. 

Karen enjoyed spending 
time with her family, es- 
pecially at the family home 
on Lake Winnisquam in 
New Hampshire. She loved 


Shawsheen students win 71 medals 


at SkillsUSA District Supe 


BILLERICA — Students 
from Shawsheen Valley 
Vocational Technical High 
School swept the Skills 
USA District competition 
earning 71 medals from 
the event: 28 gold, 26 sil- 
ver, and 17 bronze. 

Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA 
chapter was one of seven 
schools taking part in the 
District IV regional com- 
petition held on March 17. 
The competition included 
1,023 students from Shaw- 
sheen, Greater Lowell Tech, 
Greater Lawrence Tech, 
Nashoba Tech, and Essex 
Tech; 155 of those students 
were from Shawsheen. 

SkillsUSA Districts is 
the qualifying event for 
students to compete at the 
state competition. The dis- 
trict competition consists 
of three exams in a tech- 
nical area: a written Skills 
USA Employment Skills 
test, a written trade know- 
ledge test, and a written 
safety test. 

Shawsheen had students 
compete in 55 out of the 89 
technical occupational ca- 
tegories offered. Exam- 
ples of technical areas in- 
clude Medical Math, Au- 
tomotive Refinishing, Com- 
puter Programming, CNC 
Turning, Power Equip- 
ment Tech, Masonry, Car- 
pentry, and Plumbing. 

Three students were in- 
terviewed about their ex- 
perience at the competi- 
tion. 

Brooke Haley, a Tewks- 
bury resident in Cosmeto- 
logy, competed in esthet- 
ics and earned a gold me- 
dal. This achievement earn- 
ed her a seat at the states 
in April. 

Haley said, “I’m excited 
but very nervous for states. 
The Cosmetology program 
covers hair, skin, and nails, 
but most of our time is 
spent on hair. This means I 
have to make time to prac- 
tice esthetics and makeup 
artistry on my own.” 

Brooke is up for the chal- 
lenge and plans to work 
with her teachers to en- 
sure her home studies are 
efficient and productive. 

“I’m sure I will be ready 
to compete at states on 
competition day, but until 
then, there will never be 
enough time in the day to 
study and practice.” 

Health Assisting student 
Michaela Vittum, a Bur- 
lington resident, compet- 
ed in the Nurse Assisting 
competition and earned a 
silver medal. 

“I’m happy with the silver 
medal because it means I 
get to move onto the state 
competition,” Michaela said. 
“It will be an advantage for 
me to see what states is like 
as a junior, so that if I don’t 


, bad Silk. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


A Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA Leadership Team pose for a picture while setting up for 
Districts: (back, from left) Katrina Raymond, Giana Manoloulis, Zoey Hemeon, 
Isabella Luis, Paige Spurr, Toby Lage, Rebecca Langone, Paige Lipski, Madison 
Bastarche, (front, from left) Grace Steinmetz, Joan Dickie, and Erica Spurr. 
(Courtesy photos) 


place this year, I can build on 
my experience next year.” 

Bronze medalist Brian 
Vitale, a Drafting student 
from Bedford, competed 
in Technical Drafting and 
said, “Districts is fun, but 
it is challenging to study 
for.” 

Vitale explained, “You 
have to prioritize all your 
other work so that you 
have time to study your 
skills for the competition.” 

“It takes a lot of prepa- 
ration, commitment, and 
practical training for stu- 
dents to be eligible to com- 
pete at Districts,” said As- 
sistant SkillsUSA Advisor 
Karen Meister. “With such 
a high number of students 
placing at the competition, 
it is certainly something we 
are proud of.” 

SkillsUSA is a national 
organization serving high 
school and college stu- 
dents enrolled in fechni- 
cal, skilled, and service 
training programs. The 
organization prepares qua- 
lity education experiences 
for students in leadership, 
teamwork, citizenship, and 
character development. 
SkillsUSA also includes 
competitions in which stu- 
dents demonstrate occu- 
pational and_ technical 
skills, which is an opportu- 
nity most vocational schools 
take part in. 

“I am proud of our stu- 
dents for all their effort and 
commitment to the chap- 
ter,” said SkillsUSA Advisor 
Heidi Lloyd. “Shawsheen 
has a reputation of placing 
well at these competitions, 
so students feel the pres- 
sure to maintain that sta- 
tus. Regardless of the over- 
all number, each medal is 
an accolade we hold in high 


regard.” 

Shawsheen students who 
placed at Districts will 
continue to refine their 
skills and prepare for the 
SkillsUSA State Compe- 
tition. The state competi- 
tion is held in Marlboro, 
and generally hosts 1,500 
students from over 65 pub- 
lic schools in the com- 
monwealth. 


Shawsheen students 
win two 
SkillsUSA contests 
Earlier in the year, 
SkillsUSA sponsored a 
contest for a t-shirt design 
and pin design for the 
SkillsUSA’ national com- 
petition. Two Shawsheen 
students placed in the 
contest. Ava Rega, a soph- 
omore in DVC from Wil- 
mington, won the bronze 
medal in the national t- 
shirt contest, and Leslie 
Cota, a junior from Bille- 
rica in the graphic com- 
munications program, 
earned the silver medal in 

the national pin contest. 

Ava and Leslie were the 
first two medalists for 
Shawsheen for the 2021- 
2022 schoolyear, and were 
honored for their initia- 
tive and success. 


About Shawsheen Valley 
Regional Vocational 
School District 

Established in 1965, Shaw- 
sheen Valley Regional Vo- 
cational Technical School 
District (SVRVTSD) is a 
student-centered public in- 
stitution serving the five 
member towns of Billerica, 
Bedford, Burlington, Tewks- 
bury, and Wilmington. 
Shawsheen Valley Techni- 
cal High School serves 
more than 1,300 students in 


K 


grades 9-12 and is “Dedi- 
cated to Excellence in Ed- 
ucation,” integrating aca- 
demics with more than 20- 
vocational-technical career 
pathways. 

Shawsheen is located in 
Billerica on a sprawling 
100-acre campus. The school 


to cook, bake and feed her 
"retail therapy" with her 
shopping excursions; espe- 
cially on Black Friday. 
Karen was a huge Boston 
sports fan; she loved wat- 
ching hockey, baseball, 


basketball but her favorite . 


was football following the 
New England Patriots and 
“her Tom Brady.” 

Karen will forever be in 
the hearts of those she 
loved. 

Karen was the beloved 
mother of Bradley, Janine 
and Jason Richardson all 
of Tewksbury and Daniel 
Richardson of Derry, NH. 
Dear sister of Brian Tully 
& wife Lindsey of York, 
ME, John Tully of Haver- 
hill, Mark Tully & wife Nan- 
cy of Foxboro and Maura 
Puleo & husband Robert of 
Deltaville, VA. She was the 
niece of Rev. Eugene Tully 
of New Hampshire, former- 
ly of Wilmington, Edward 


& Eugenia Green of Wake- 


field, the late Kevin Tully 
and the late Jack Green. 
Karen is also survived by 
her cousin Tanya Green of 
Wakefield as well as her 
many nieces and nephews. 

Family and friends will 


building features state-of- 
the-art facilities and ath- 
letic fields, twenty-four 
varsity sports, and dozens 
of extra-curricular clubs 
and activities. All of Shaw- 
sheen’s faculty and staff 
are committed to the mis- 
sion “to provide a positive 
learning experience in a 
safe educational environ- 
ment that encourages all 
students to reach their full 
potential, emphasizes the 
value of a strong- work 
ethic, and prepares them 
for adult life in a competi- 
tive world.” 

Shawsheen Valley Region- 
al Vocational Technical 


ALL INCLUSIVE OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 
Large second-floor office space in the heart of Wilmington with easy access to The Commuter Rail and 
minutes from all major highways. This space would be ideal for a lawyer or a tax professional. 


FO sei fe 


20 MIDDLESEX AVENUE 


+ Entire Second Floor 

* 2500S.F. 

+ 5 Private Offices 

+ Large Private Conference Room 

+ Two Private Bathrooms 

» First Floor Shared Conference Room 
+ Back Stairwell for Private Access 

+ Partially Furnished 

* Heat and Electricity included 

+ Landscaping and Snow Removal Included 
* Private Parking Lot 


VISIT NORTHEASTERNDEVELOPMENT.COM/RENTALS FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Reach 6,000 Paid Subscribers 


Advertising that Works for Your Business! 


Please contact Bruce Hilliard 
617-939-6870 


bruce@yourtowncrier.com anytime! 


A Ava Rega of Wilmington (left) and Leslie Cota of 
Billerica (right), stand with Superintendent Jackson 
after earning medals from a SkillsUSA contest. 


Seb on FeWEebery 


Middlesex East 


Supplement 


gather at the Nichols Fu- 
neral Home, 187 Middlesex 


Ave. (Rte. 62), Wilming- 
ton, MA, on Monday, April 
lith for. Visitation from 
9:30-11:15 a.m. followed by 
a Mass of Christian Burial 
in St. Thomas of Villanova 
Church, 126 Middlesex Ave., 
Wilmington, MA, at 11:30 
a.m. Interment Wildwood 
Cemetery, Wilmington, MA. 
In lieu of flowers, please 
consider a donation in Ka- 
ren's memory to Into Ac- 
tion Recovery, P. O. box 253, 

Tewksbury, MA 01876. 
www.nicholsfuneral- 
home.com 


‘School District also pro- 


vides high-quality educa- 
tional programming for 
youths and adults through 
Adult Education, After- 
school Exploratory Pro- 
grams, Community Events, 
and Summer Camps and 
Enrichment Programs. 
Shawsheen is consistently 
working to increase its 
rich and varied program- 
ming opportunities for the 
community, which sup- 
ports its mission that edu- 
cation is a lifelong, con- 
tinuous process with many 
paths to living a success- 
ful and fulfilling life. 


FENCECO 


INCORPORATED 
“Dedicated to Serving You Better” 


“Dedicated to Serving You Better” 
¢ 100% Cedar Wood 


¢ Chain Link 
FREE ESTIMATES 


WILMINGTON 978-657-5410 


WOBURN 781-933-1234 


835 Woburn Street, Wilmington 
Over 25 years in business 


www.homenewshere.com OR 
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LEGAL NOTICES ARCHIVE 
All published legal notices are posted to the Massachusetts Public Notices website. To search the archive of previously published legal notices go to: 


masspublicnotices.org/Search.aspx 


HOME NEWS HERE.COM 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
PLANNING BOARD 


PUBLIC HEARING 


FAMILY SUITE 
SPECIAL PERMIT 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Planning Board’ will 
hold a public hearing on April 25, 
2022 at 7:00 P.M. in the Tewks- 
bury Town Hall, 1009 Main 
Street, Tewksbury, MA 01876 on 
an application filed by Mark and 
Maureen Montecalvo for a 
Family Suite Special Permit 
under Section 3400 of the 
Tewksbury Zoning Bylaw for a 
family suite not to exceed 1,000 
square feet as shown on plans 
filed with this Board. 


Said property is located at 1377 
Whipple Road, Assessor’s Map 
42, Lot 23, zoned Residential. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Planning Board 
webpage of the Town of 
Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Stephen Johnson, 
Chairman 


220430 4/6,13/22 


MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 
PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
10-U Commerce Way 
Woburn, MA 01801 


CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF GUARDIAN 
FOR INCAPACITATED 
PERSON PURSUANT TO 
_G.L. c. 190B, §5-304 


Docket No. MI22P1325GD 


In the matter of: 
Cynthia Mulcahy 
Of: Tewksbury, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Alleged Incapacitated Person 


To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by 
Tewksbury Hospital of Tewks- 
bury, MA in the above captioned 
matter alleging that Cynthia 
Mulcahy is in need of a 
Guardian and requesting that 
Yvonne Fuller of Concord, MA 
Jessica S. Seaburg of Acton, 
MA (or some other suitable per- 
son) be appointed as Guardian 
to serve on the bond. 


The petition asks the court to 
determine that the Respondent is 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
10-U Commerce Way 
Woburn, MA 01801 
(781) 865-4000 


CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 


Docket No. MI22P1397EA 


Estate of: Ingrid S. Bayliss 
Date of Death: 01/09/2022 


To all interested persons: 


A Petition for S/A — Formal Pro- 
bate of Will with Appointment 
of Personal Representative 
has been filed by: Erica L Zaim 
of Tyngsboro MA requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 


The Petitioner requests that: 
Erica L Zaim of Tyngsboro MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre- 
sentative(s) of said estate to 
serve on the bond in unsuper- 
vised administration 


LEGAL NOTICE 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Conservation Com- 
mission will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 20, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
at Tewksbury Town Hall, 
1009 Main Street, for an RDA 
application filed by Jamie 
Trinidade for the demolition 
and construction of a single 
family home. The proposed 


‘work is within the buffer zone of 


wetlands. 


The property subject to this 
application is located at 185 
South Street, Assessor’s Map 
94, Lot 319. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
220445 4/6/22 


incapacitated, that the appoint- 
ment of a Guardian is necessary, 
and that the proposed Guardian 
is appropriate. The petition is on 
file with this court and may con- 
tain a request for certain specific 
authority. 


You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. !f you wish to 
do so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 04/15/2022. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear- 
ance if you object to the petition. 


-If you fail to file the written 


appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat- 
ter without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date. 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this proceed- 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci- 
sions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Any- 
one may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H. 
Monks, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 18, 2022 

Tara E. DeCristofaro, 

Register of Probate 


220439 4/6/22 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/29/2022. 


This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 


UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative ap- 
pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Repre- 
sentative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 

administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H. 
Monks, First Justice of this Court. 
Date: April 01, 2022 
Tara E. DeCristofaro, 
Register of Probate 


220450 4/6/22 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 
NOTICE OF INTENT (NOI) 


Notice is hereby given that 
the Tewksbury Conservation 
Commission will hold a Public 
Hearing April 20, 2022, at 
6:30 P.M at Tewksbury Town 
Hall, 1009 Main Street for a 
NOI application filed by Beta 
Group, Inc. on behalf of 
Tewksbury DPW for sidewalk 
improvements. The proposed 
work is within the buffer zone of 
wetlands and a stream bank. 


The area subject to this appli- 
cation is located along the Fiske 
Street roadway. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website 
at www.tewksbury-ma.gov. 
Should other accommodations 
be necessary to view the appli- 
cation, please call the Com- 
munity Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
220399 4/6/22 


- 220426 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Conservation Com- 
mission ‘will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 20, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
at Tewksbury Town Hall, 
1009 Main Street, for an RDA 
application filed by Jason Chiesa 
for the installation of an inground 
pool. The proposed work is within 
the buffer zone of wetlands. 


The property subject to. this 
application is located at 110 
Prospect Hill Drive, Assessor’s 
Map 52, Lot 39. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
4/6/22 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Conservation Com- 
mission will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 20, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
at Tewksbury Town Hall, 
1009 Main Street, for a RDA 
application filed by George & 
Lisa Brangiforte for construction 


of a 14’x24’ sunroom & 14’x16’ - 


open deck. The proposed work is 
within buffer zone of wetlands. 


The property subject to this 
application is located at 334 
South Street Assessor’s Map 
95; Cot 1875— * 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
220447 4/6/22 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
10-U Commerce Way 
Woburn, MA 01801 
(781) 865-4000 


CITATION ON PETITION FOR 
FORMAL ADJUDICATION 


Docket No. MI22P1444EA 


Estate of: Lynne Cabral 
Also known as: 
Lynn Ann Cabral 

Date of Death: 02/24/2020 


To all interested persons: 


A Petition for Formal Probate 
of Will with Appointment of 
Personal Representative has 
been filed by: Neil R. Cabral of 
Methuen MA requesting that the 
Court enter a formal Decree and 
Order and for such other relief as 
requested in the Petition. 


The Petitioner requests that: 
Neil R. Cabral of Methuen MA 
be appointed as Personal Repre- 
sentative(s) of said estate to 
serve Without Surety on the 
bond in unsupervised adminis- 
tration 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Conservation Com- 
mission will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 20, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
at Tewksbury Town Hall, 
1009 Main Street, for a RDA 
application. filed by Brian & 
Kristin Harris for ‘deck repairs. 
The proposed work is within the 
buffer zone of wetlands and 
within the 100-year floodplain. 


The property subject to this 
application is located at 45 
Leighton Lane, Assessor’s Map 
79, Lot 55. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
220446 4/6/22 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to obtain a 
copy of the Petition from the 
Petitioner or at the Court. You 
have a right. to object to this 
proceeding. To do so, you or 
your attorney must file a written 
appearance and objection at this 
Court before: 10:00 a.m. on the 
return day of 04/21/2022. 


This is NOT a hearing date, but a 
deadline by which you must file a 
written appearance and objection 
if you object to this proceeding. 
If you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an affidavit of objec- 
tions within thirty (30) days of the 
return day, action may be taken 
without further notice to you. 


UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION UNDER 
THE MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative ap- 
pointed under the MUPC in an 
unsupervised administration is 
not required to file an inventory 
or annual accounts with the 
Court. Persons interested in the 
estate are entitled to notice 
regarding the administration 
directly from the Personal Repre- 
sentative and may petition the 
Court in any matter relating to the 
estate, including the distribution 
of assets and expenses of 

administration. 
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H. 
Monks, First Justice of this Court. 
Date: March 24, 2022 
Tara E. DeCristofaro, 
Register of Probate 


220416 4/6/22 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


The Town Crier is the Newspaper of Record in Wilmington and Tewksbury, Massachusetts. 


Public notices are published weekly. To place your notice email it to: 
legals@dailytimesinc.com 
Deadline for Wednesday's paper is 10 AM on Monday 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 


Request for Proposals for 
Software as a Service (SaaS) 
Platform for Cybersecurity 
Program Development 
the Town of Tewksbury 


The Town of Tewksbury will 
accept sealed proposals for 
Cyber Security Management 
Software as a Service (SaaS) 
Platform for Cybersecurity Pro- 
gram Development. Separate, 
clearly marked, and sealed price 
and non-price proposals, placed 
together in a single sealed outer 
envelope marked “Cyber Security 
Software” in the lower left-hand 
corner of the outer envelope, 
will be received by the Town 
of Tewksbury at Tewksbury 
Town Hall, 1009 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876, until 
April 29th, -2022. A selection 
committee composed of Town 
Staff and Public Officials will 
review all non-price proposals to 
determine the most advanta- 
geous proposal before opening 
price proposals, and make a 
recommendation for award to the 
Town Manager. 


Please note: For in-person deliv- 
ery, Town Hall is currently open 
to the public and for deliveries 
Monday - Friday 7:30 — 4:30. 


The Request for may be ob- 
tained, without charge, by 
contacting Richard A. Montuori 
at (978) 640-4300 or by email 
at rmontuori@tewksbury-ma.gov. 
Once registered, any addenda 
or notifications will automatically 
be sent to the email address 
of registrants on record. 


It is the intent of the Awarding 
Authority to award a contract 
within thirty (30) business days 
after receiving the proposals. 


The deadline for submitting pro- 
posals to the Tewksbury Town 
Manager’s Office c/o.Richard A. 
Montuori, Town Manager, Tewks- 
bury Town Manager’s Office, 
1009 Main Street, Tewksbury, MA 
01876 is 11AM April 29th, 2022. 

220412 3/30, 4/6/22 


MASSACHUSETTS 
LAND COURT 
DEPARTMENT OF 
THE TRIAL COURT 


Docket No. 22 SM 000936 
ORDER OF E 


TO: 

The Heirs, Devisees and Legal 
Representatives of the Estate 
of Michael Riddle, Gretchen M. 
Fielding, Michael R. Riddle 


and to all persons entitled to the 
benefit of the Servicemembers 
Civil Relief Act, 50 U.S.C. C. 50 
§3901 (et seq): 


The Bank Of New York Mellon, 
F/K/A The Bank Of New York 
As Trustee For Registered 
Holders Of CWABS, Inc., 
Asset-Backed Certificates, 
Series 2006-3 


claiming to have an interest in a 
Mortgage covering real property 
in Wilmington, numbered 13 
Broad Street, given by Michael 
Riddle to Mortgage Electronic 
Registration Systems, Inc., as 
mortgagee, acting solely as a 
nominee for Countrywide 
Home Loans, Inc., dated Feb- 
ruary 10, 2006, and registered 
at Middlesex County (Northern 
District) Registry District of 
the Land Court as Document 
No. 236654 and noted on 
Certificate of Title No. 19973, 
and now held by the Plaintiff 
by assignment, has/have filed 
with this court a complaint for 
determination of Defendant's/ 
Defendants' Servicemembers 
status. 


If you now are, or recently have 
been, in the active military 
service of the United States of 
America, then you may be 
entitled to the benefits of the 
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act. 
If you object to a foreclosure of 
the above-mentioned property 
on that basis, then you or your 
attorney must file a written 
appearance and answer in this 
court at Three Pemberton 
Square, Boston, MA 02108 on 
or before 5/16/2022 or you may 
lose the opportunity to challenge 
the foreclosure on the ground of 
noncompliance with the Act. 


Witness, GORDON H. PIPER, 

Chief Justice of this Court on 
3/31/2022 

Attest: 

Deborah J. Patterson 

Recorder 


220449 4/6/22 


TOWN OF TEWKSBURY 
CONSERVATION COMMISSION 


PUBLIC HEARING 


Request for Determination 
of Applicability (RDA) 


Notice is hereby given that the 
Tewksbury Conservation Com- 
mission will hold a Public Hearing 
on April 20, 2022, at 6:30 P.M. 
at Tewksbury Town Hall, 
1009 Main Street, for a 
RDA application filed by. John 
Cogswell for the installation of 
a front porch. The proposed work 
is within Riverfront Area and the 
buffer zone of a stream bank. 


The property subject to this 
application is located at 189 
Vale Street Assessor’s Map 112, 
Lot 27. 


The application may be exam- 
ined on the Conservation 
Commission webpage of the 
Town of Tewksbury’s website at 
www.tewksbury-ma.gov. Should 
other accommodations be nec- 
essary to view the application, 
please call the Community 
Development Office at 
978-640-4370. Legal Notice 
can also be viewed on 
www.masspublicnotices.org 
Joe Fontaine 
Conservation Agent/Planner 
220448 4/6/22 


COMMONWEALTH OF 
MASSACHUSETTS 
THE TRIAL COURT 

PROBATE AND 
FAMILY COURT 


Middlesex Probate 
and Family Court 
10-U Commerce Way 
Woburn, MA 01801 


CITATION GIVING NOTICE 
OF PETITION FOR REMOVAL 
OF A GUARDIAN OF AN 
INCAPACITATED PERSON 


Docket No. MI13P1634GD 


In the Interests of: 
Cynthia Mulcahy 
Of: Tewksbury, MA 
RESPONDENT 
Incapacitated Person/ 
Protected Person 


To the named Respondent and 
all other interested persons, a 
petition has been filed by 
Tewksbury State Hospital in 
Tewksbury, MA in the above 
captioned matter requesting that 
the court: Remove the Guardian 
of the Respondent 


The petition asks the court to 
make a determination that the 
Guardian and/or Conservator 
should be allowed to resign; or 
should be removed for good 
cause; or that the Guardianship 
and/or Conservatorship is no 
longer necessary and therefore 
should be terminated. The origi- 
nal petition is on file with the 
court. 


You have the right to object to 
this proceeding. If you wish to 
do so, you or your attorney must 
file a written appearance at this 
court on or before 10:00 A.M. on 
the return date of 04/22/2022. 
This day is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline date by which you 
have to file the written appear- 
ance if you object to the petition. 
lf you fail to file the written 
appearance by the return date, 
action may be taken in this mat- 
ter without further notice to you. 
In addition to filing the written 
appearance, you or your attorney 
must file a written affidavit stating 
the specific facts and grounds of 
your objection within 30 days 
after the return date.’ 
IMPORTANT NOTICE 

The outcome of this proceed- 
ing may limit or completely 
take away the above-named 
person’s right to make deci- 
sions about personal affairs or 
financial affairs or both. The 
above-named person has the 
right to ask for a lawyer. Any- 
one may make this request on 
behalf of the above-named 
person. If the above-named 
person cannot afford a lawyer, 
one may be appointed at State 
expense. 
WITNESS, Hon. Maureen H. 
Monks, First Justice of this 
Court. 
Date: March 25, 2022 

Tara E. DeCristofaro, 

Register of Probate 


220440 4/6/22 


Please Recycle 


E-MAIL: Jamie@ YourTownCrier.com 
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Finally! A full spring sports season awaits 
ec ah and Shawsheen Tech (see inside) teams get on the fields, courts and tracks 


Girls planning on being 
pretty offensive this season 


The fears of this year ’; WHS Baseball team include Matt Vinal, left, and Joe 


Dynan. 


‘By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - A year 
ago, the Wilmington High 
School Softball team was 
a pleasant surprise, finish- 
ing 9-3 overall, which 
included their last game a 
defeat coming in the first 


© round of the MIAA Open 


State Tournament to 
Arlington Catholic. 


Going into this year's . 


season, there will be a lot 


ot 


(photo by J oeBrownphotos. com). 


Getting back to 
Wildcat Baseball 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - For 
many different reasons, 
last year was a tough sea- 
son for the Wilmington 
High School Baseball 
team. The Wildcats fin- 
ished the regular season 
with a 2-10 record, before 
playing two additional 
games in the Open State 
Tournament, beating 
Bedford, before losing to 
North Reading to finish at 

3-11 overall. 

Now a year later, head 
coach Aldo Caira is 
thrilled with what he's 
seen thus far in the pre- 
season. He thinks 
there's certainly potential 
for things to turn around, 
hopefully with more victo- 
ries, but more importantly 
getting back to Wildcat 
Baseball. 

“We are pretty young 
experience wise, but we've 
got mostly a junior and 
senior (oriented) team, as 
well as a sophomore and a 


freshman,” he said during . 


last Thursday's photo day 
session. “I think the dif- 
ference is this team com- 
pared to last year's team 
is we've got kids who are 
baseball players. I can 
already see (this year's 
team) meshing. It's just 
going to be a better sea- 
son this year. I don't know 
how many games we're 
going to win, but I think 
we'll be competitive. 

“We scrimmaged North 
Andover (last Wednesday ) 
and we lost 8-4 and we 
were actually ahead in the 
game before we started to 
make some changes. We 
held our own.” 

At the time of the inter- 
view, the team didn't even 
have a_ full _ practice 
together, so Caira knew 
that after a few days ona 
dry field, that defensive 
and offensive line-ups 
would fall into place. 

“We had one day where 
we found some dry grass 
in the outfield and our 
guys shagged fly balls and 
we were able to take an 
infield on the grass, so we 
really haven't had any 
time out here (to prac- 
tice),” he said. 

That being said, he 
decided on the 13 member 
team, which consists of 
six seniors, four juniors, 
two sophomores and a 
freshman. Of the 13, there 


seems to be a large group 
of kids who can throw. 

“We have a lot of arms. 
We don't have anyone 
throwing in the high 80s or 
low 90s, but we've got 
(multiple) guys, who are 
going to have to learn that 
they need to throw 
strikes,” said Caira. 
“That's what hurt us 
against North Andover is 
we allowed a lot of walks. 
They need to throw 
strikes.” 

The two experienced 
pitchers are senior co-cap- 
tain Joe Dynan and junior 
Jacob Roque. The two of 
them were a terrific com- 
bination in the team's 
state tournament win over 
Bedford. 

“Dynan, is a senior cap- 


tain (so he'll go in the 


opener) but I think it's 1A 
and 1B between he and 
Jacob. They'll both see the 
majority of the time on 
the mound,” said Caira. 
Senior Jack Toomey will 
be the team's third 
starter, and then fresh- 
man Jayden Balter, sopho- 
more Austin Harper and 
juniors Patrick Stokes and 
Michael Monteforte all 
will be in the mix as well. 
Caira said that he plans 
on a three-person rotation 


between _ pitcher/short- 
stop/third between 
Dynan, Roque and 
Toomey, depending on 


who is pitching. 

The other lock is at 
catcher, where senior co- 
captain Matt Vinal 
returns with his powerful 
bat and sweet left-handed 
swing. He is the team's 
top offensive guy, and 
Caira knows there's poten- 
tial for others to shine, but 
obviously with one scrim- 
mage and no real prac- 
tices, he needs to see 
more. 

“At this point, I don't 
know much yet (with our 
offense), but North 
Andover only had five hits 
and we had ten, so I was 
real happy with that espe- 
cially it being the first 
time we have seen any live 
pitching out of the batting 
cage,” he said. “Vinal 
crushed the ball. He had a 
two-run triple in the first 
inning and then he hit a 
gap single, to drive in two 
more runs. He already 
looks to be in mid-season 
form. 


“Harper and_ Balter 
swing nice tats and 
Pat] 


they're going to have to 
get used to the varsity 
pace (but should be fine). 
I can see some early sea- 
son struggles for us (as a 
team), but I think once we 
get going and get a few 
games under our belts, get 
a little confidence, we 
should be OK.” 

Balter along with senior 
Brian Curdo will see time 
at first. Brett Ebert and 
Monteforte are battling it 
out for second base, and 
the outfield will consist of 
Harper, seniors Nate 
Packer and Liam Dwyer, 
as well as_ Stokes. 
Sophomore Lars Ostebo 
will also be looking to 
crack the line-up. 

With 13 players and a 
small handful with varsity 
experience, Caira thinks 
the 'Cats can and will 
compete in the tough 
Middlesex League 
Conference. 

“I am really looking for- 
ward to this year. Last 
year I kept way too many 
seniors and some of them 
just wanted to go through 
the motions,” said Caira, 
who added WCTV's Sports 
Guru Jim Boyle as his 
new JV Coach. 
year's team is different. 
We're just carrying thir- 
teen guys and I'm not sure 
what to think about that, 


but I do know that a lot of | 


kids will play.” 

Wilmington opened the 
season on Monday with a 
3-2 loss to Reading, and 
hosted Winchester on 
Wednesday with results 
not known as of presstime. 
The week will continue 
with a stop at Arlington 
on Thursday before com- 
ing home Tuesday to face 
Wakefield (4:15 pm). 

As always, the 'Cats will 
face the ML D2 teams 


twice each and_ that 
includes Wakefield, 
Stoneham, Watertown, 


Burlington and Melrose, 
and then the D1 teams one 
time each and_ that's 
Reading, Winchester, 
Arlington, Lexington, 
Woburn and Belmont. 

In addition are four non- 
league games, two with 
Dracut and then two in 
the annual Scanlon 
Tournament, the first with 
Matignon. 


Reading 3, Wilmington 2 
The 'Cats opened the 


BASEBALL B3W . 
‘ aad 


“This § 


of changes. The team's 
starting pitcher from last 
year elected not to return, 
thus the 'Cats don't have a 
pitcher with any varsity 
innings of her belt. On top 


: of that, the roster has just 


two seniors and is rela- 


» tively young. And finally, 


if Wilmington can gener- 
ate enough victories in the 
<P season, it will play 
in the newly designed 
statewide tournament. 

All that being said, the 
Wildcats do return eight 
letterwinners, including 
four starters, two of which 
bring pretty potent bats. 

“We are young with just 
two seniors. We don't have 
any varsity pitchers with 
experience, so we're hop- 
ing to score a lot more 
runs behind the experi- 
enced hitters that we have 


coming back,” said assis- 
tant coach Walter 
Babcock. 


The two big bats come 
from the team's co-cap- 
tains, senior firstbaseman 
Bella Kieran and junior 
catcher Abby LaClair. 
Both of them can drive 
the ball with authority. 

“Abby is back catching, 
and she brings a big bat 
and she's our best power 
hitter. Bella at back at 
first and she brings anoth- 
er big bat,” said Babcock. 
“We're hoping the two of 
them bat second and third 
or third or fourth. We 
want the two of them to 
get the most at-bats, so 
we're probably going to 


slide them up in the 
order.” 
Since a handful of 


starters from last year's 
team graduated, or not 
returned, it meant bigger 
opportunities for others, 
who have all taken the 


bull by the horns, so to 
speak, to crack the line- 
up. Two examples of that 
is sophomore Cassandra 
Tibbetts and fellow class- 
mate Julia Archer. 
Tibbetts will slide into the 
shortstop position and as 
of last Thursday, she's 
penciled in to be the 
team's lead-off hitter. 

“Last year Cassie served 
in a utility role for us and 
now she'll have a much 
bigger role. Cassie is a 
contact hitter. She found a 
hitting coach over the 
winter, she put in a lot of 
work and it shows,” said 
Babcock. 

As for Archer, she has a 
different story. 

“She's the one who 
stepped up. Once we knew 
that our pitcher wasn't 
coming back, we knew we 
needed an immediate 
plan,” said Babcock. 
“Julia said that she had 
pitched when she was in 
middle school during 
Recreational League, so 
she volunteered to give it 
a try. She worked out with 
a group of people starting 
in January and then she 
went to Robin King, who 
pitched at Boston 
University. Julia took six 
lessons with Robin and 
here we are. Julia has put 
in a lot of work.” 


Archer went from a 


back-up outfielder last 
year, to taking pitching 
lessons with one of the 
best around in King. 
“Right now Julia's just 
throwing a fastball and a 
change-up. She's just 
working on location, mov- 
ing the ball around and 
changing speeds,” said 
Babcock. “We'll look to 


‘have solid defense behind 


her. We're hoping that she 
can keep the walks down 
and let the defense do the 
work. We just want Julia 
to go out there, not over 
think, do what she needs 
to do, work with what 
Coach Robin King taught 
her to do and trust her 
defense.” 

With Archer going to the 
mound, head coach 
Audrey Cabral-Pini and 
Babcock decided to shift 
around the team's 
defense. Freshman Eva 


‘ (outfield) 


Boudreau, fresh off a ter- 
rific rookie season on the 
basketball court, is now at 
third, and Lily 


’ MacKenzie, who last year 


was a ninth grader and 
excelled at that spot, is 
shifting to second base. 
Last year's starting sec- 
ond baseman junior Sofia 
Scalfini, is shifting to cen- 
ter field. 

“We have a freshman 
newcomer Eva Boudreau, 
who will play third base. I 
know she had a strong 
season with the girls bas- 
ketball team. She's learn- 
ing the position and she's 
very coachable,” said 
Babcock. “We're moving 
Lily from third base to 
second base. She's really 
look at second and I think 
she has better range there 
and she feels comfortable 
there. I think that should 
help us and the right side 
of our infield needs to be 
strong, especially if we 
live on the outside with 
stuff from Julia. 

“And we're moving Sofia 
Scalfani from second base 
to center field, and the 
two newcomers will be 
Abby Nolan will most like- 
ly be in right field and the 
left fielder will be fresh- 
man Kiersten Moore.” 

Other returning letter- 
winners include senior 
outfielder Maddie Kelsey, 
junior outfielder Olivia 
Roya and junior catcher 
Maddie Alexander. Other 
newcomers will include 
sisters Grace (second 
base/outfield) and Molly 
Walsh, and 
freshman Tessa Cappione, 
who is also taking on the 
chore of developing as the 
back-up pitcher. 

Wilmington was slated to 
open the season this past 
Monday against Reading 
but the game was post- 
poned with no make-up 
date announced yet, there- 
fore the season opened 
Wednesday at Winchester 
with results not known as 
of presstime. On 
Thursday, the 'Cats will 
host Arlington and on 
Tuesday they will travel to 
Wakefield. 


The co- erates of the WHS Softball wean includes Abby LaClair, left, ‘ice Bella 
‘ (photo by J oeBrewnphotos. com). 


Kieran. 
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By JAMIE POTE 


Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - His 


experience as an athlete 
and as a coach is off the 
charts. His demeanor and 
his style of coaching was 
a great fit during the sec- 
ond half of the indoor sea- 
son, so it wasn't a sur- 
prise that Joe Patrone has 
been named the new 
Wilmington High School 
girls outdoor track coach. 

Patrone takes over for 
Brian Schell, who during 
the middle of the indoor 
season was placed on 
administrative leave by 
school officials, who then 
after the season was com- 
pleted, elected not to 
renew his contract for all 
three of his coaching posi- 
tions, including 
and outdoor track, as well 


as cross-country. Patrone 


has been named the 
replacement in all three, 
with the hopes of adding 
another head coach to the 
cross-country program. 

“Joe has been a part of 
that (track) program, he 
has helped build that pro- 
gram, he has experience 
with the boys and the girls 
(in track) as well as 
cross-country,” said WHS 
Athletic Director Mia 
Muzio. “He has invested 
a ton of time into (all of 
those programs). He 
knows about records from 
ten years ago. He's just 
invested in making sure 
that this program is going 
to continue to be elevated. 

“Joe just seamlessly has 
been so dedicated to that 
position. His knowledge of 
the different sports (track 
and cross-country) is 
incredible. But just like 
Chris (Frissore with the 
girls lacrosse team), Joe 
wants these girls to have 
fun. He wants them to 
enjoy themselves because 
ultimately the wins are 
great, but we're trying to 
move these kids onto 
becoming adults in the 
future. Things that they 
learn from their coaches 
like being a part of the 
team are really the things 
that matter.” 

In terms of coaching, 
Patrone has over 30 years 
of experience. He started 
as a volunteer coach in 
the 1980s and worked with 
a sprinter at Somerville 
High who became a three- 
time state champion. 
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Takes over as head coach of the Girls Track and Cross-Country Programs 


Patrone j jumping for joy at new opportunity 
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After five years as an assistant, which came after 25 
years of coaching in three other places, Joe Patrone 
takes over as the new WHS Girls Outdoor and Indoor 


Track Coach, as well as Cross-Country. 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


From there he became 
the head coach for all 
three seasons, boys and 
girls cross-country and 
winter and spring track, 
at Lawrence High School 
for ten years, which 
included being named the 
Lawrence Eagle Tribune's 
Indoor Coach of the Year 
during the 2002-03 season. 

After leaving Lawrence, 
he became an assistant at 
Peabody High -- where he 
has been a teacher for the 
past 18 years -- for 12 
years, coaching both the 
boys and the girls. That 
all came before spending 
the last five years work- 
ing mostly under Schell, 
but also with the boys 
track programs. 

Patrone took over as the 
head coach of the girls 
indoor track team during 
the middle of this past 
winter season. The team 
had tremendous success, 
winning the Middlesex 
League Division 2 title, 
and many athletes, espe- 
cially Celia Kulis, contin- 
ued to strive. 


“I am really excited to 
take over. The kids make 
me look good because 
they're so good. I was fine 
being an assistant coach. 
I was previously a head 
coach in Lawrence way 
back and then I was an 
assistant at Peabody and 
then I was an assistant 
here, and I was fine with 
that because I just enjoy 
coaching,” he said. “Now 
being able to step up, take 
care of these girls and do 
what I can to bestow what 
I know to them and hope- 
fully get them to improve 
(is a great opportunity). I 
look at this senior class 
and how many of them 
are going on to college 
and compete in track-and- 
field is amazing. It's just 
fun, so much fun.” 

Fun is what he is stress- 
ing and what Muzio is 
stressing as the athletic 
director. She said overall 
the school morale is real- 
ly low, and she's trying 
everything in her power to 
boost that. She believes 
the addition of Patrone, 


and the plan to have the 
girls and boys teams train 
together, is a step in that 
direction. 

“Joe and (Boys Coach) 
Mike (Kinney) have the 
teams working together 
and I think that's been a 
real collaborative experi- 
ence,” she said. “We also 
have the two new assis- 
tant coaches’ (Brian 
Shepard and _ Deven 
Langenfeld) in place and 
we're working on adding 
one more to support both 
programs. We all know 
that outdoor track there's 
just so many individual- 
ized pieces, to be a coach 
who runs around to every 
event is just not feasible. 
We have over one hundred 
track kids between the 
two teams and _ that's 
amazing. I don't know the 
last time that's hap- 
pened.” 

While the outdoor team 
has yet to have a meet, 
Muzio has been very 
impressed with what she 
has seen in terms of lead- 
ership from this girls 
team, which obviously 
starts with the new coach. 

“The program has a lot 
of support and knowledge, 
but still the same thing 
it's about doing the right 
things and Joe does that, 
same with Mike (Kinney). 
We set up here today for 
(team) pictures (last 
Thursday) and I have to 
organize a lot of the pro- 
grams. But the girls track 
program walks out here, 
they get set up, they see 
the other team go and 
they move in and not a 
single word from an adult. 
It's awesome.” 

In terms of his coaching 
style, Patrone is extreme- 
ly laid-back and relaxed, 
which worked wonders 
this past indoor season. 

“I try to be a little 
relaxed myself, but also 
understanding that things 
come up and you have to 
work together to over- 
come them,” he said. “We 
hope that nobody gets 
hurt or anything like that. 
I have little goals in my 
head that I'd like each of 
the girls to do and hope 
that they reach those 
goals.” 

That approach aside, he 
said that when it comes to 
track-and-field, obviously 
he'll in control of the 
entire program, but with 
Kinney and the other 


coaches on hand, it gives 
him more opportunities to 
teach individuals. 

“I figure that if I can get 
the individuals to where 
they need to be, then wins 
and all of that will come. 
We would like to win the 
league, sure. We would 
like to do well at the 
league (championship) 
meet, like we did indoors. 
We would like to do well at 
the Division 4 State 
Relays and State Meets 
and all of that stuff will 
come,” he said. “I don't 
want to put too much 
pressure on the girls hav- 
ing to do stuff like that. 
They are capable of doing 
that stuff but I think the 
more relaxed they-are, the 
better off they'll be.” 

Patrone has also spent a 
lot of time as a private 
coach working with many 
state champions in 
Massachusetts and sur- 
rounding states. Several 
years ago, he worked with 
Moira Cronin of Andover 
and Ellen DiPietro of 
Marshfield, who both won 
the New Balance High 
School National Meets, 
coming in the high jump. 

Before his coaching 
career started, Patrone 
was an incredible athlete 
himself. He broke the 
school record - which still 
stands today -_ at 
Woodstock Academy High 


School in Woodstock, 
Connecticut, clearing 6- 
10.25 and was_ the 
Connecticut State 
Champion in 1980. Back 
then there wasn't a 


national high school meet, 
but if you had one of the 
top ten marks in the coun- 
try, you were named an 
All-American and Patrone 
did with that leap. 

From there, he attended 
the University of Rhode 
Island. He broke both the 
indoor and outdoor school 
records which still hold 
today, 7-4.25 in indoors 
and 7-3.75 in outdoors, 
both coming his senior 
year of 1984. Only one ath- 
lete since has cleared 7-0 
and that was Jack Kahrs 
of Scituate, who jumped 7- 
0.25, coming in 2015 and 
his instructor was, you 
guessed it, Joe Patrone. 

Patrone graduated from 
URI with a Physical 
Education Degree in 1984 
but his competing days 
were far from over. He 
had qualified for the 
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NCAA Championship 
Meet three times and did 
not place. The last one 
came during the outdoor 
season of 1984, held in 
Oregon. When that was 
completed, he took a 
flight to San Francisco 
and spent a week at the 
US National 
Championships before he 
and a friend drove to Los 
Angeles to compete in the 
United States Olympic 
Trials. 

After not qualifying for 
the Olympics, Patrone 
remained competitive. 
The following year, 1985, 
he set the meet record at 
the Dartmouth Relays, 
clearing 7-6, upsetting for- 
mer American record 
holder Jim Howard of the 
Pacific Coast Track Club. 
That came a year after 
Patrone won the same 
meet clearing 7-0 as a sen- 
ior in college. 

Then during that sum- 
mer, Patrone cleared 7- 
6.50 at the Manchester 
Relays, his personal best 
mark of his athletic 
career. 


_ While his competitive 


days have been over for 
quite some time - and so 
has his wife Tracy, who 
was a three-time All- 
American at Salem State 
- the athletics have fol- 
lowed through the chil- 
dren. Over the last ll 
years, Maria, Chris, 
Juliana and now presently 
Sean have competed at 
WHS in various events, 
mostly the high jump. 

During Joe's final few 
seasons at Peabody, while 
Maria and Chris were at 
WHS, Mike Kinney start- 
ed to plant a seed with 
Patrone, hoping he would 
change gears and come 
over to coach the 
Wildcats' teams. 

"I just decided to make 
the transition and come 
over to Wilmington," 
Patrone said to the Town 
Crier two years ago. 
"Mike Kinney had put the 
bug in my ear and was 
trying to get me over here 
and I finally decided to do 
it and I'm just so glad that 
I did. I just wish that I 
had done it sooner. I love 
coaching here in 
Wilmington." 


Talented Track Team hoping to keep fun and winning ways going 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - In the 
past calendar year, the 
Wilmington High School 
Girls spring/winter 
track/cross-country 
teams, have made a lot of 
the headlines with league 
titles, individual league 
titles and top performanc- 
es at the state and New 

England level. 

Last spring, the Wildcats 
finished 5-0 in the regular 
season, winning its sec- 
ond league title in school 
history, crowned two 
league champions, fin- 
ished fourth at the league 
meet and had seven dif- 
ferent girls place within 
the top eight of their 
respective event at the 
Division 2 North Sectional 
Meet. 

All eight of those ath- 
letes return this spring. 


On paper, this year's team 
is once again loaded with 
talent. 

“The returning girls 
from the indoor season, I 
can start with my line-up 
there and then (add in) 
some of the new girls that 
we have and there's some 
real talent there,” said 
first-year head coach Joe 
Patrone. “I know the 
sophomore class of girls 
is really strong. Alli 
Ganley, who was one of 
the top gymnasts this past 
winter, is new to the track 
team and she's got speed 
and we're thinking about 
putting her in the pole 
vault. 

“(Our team) looks really 
good. I don't think we're 
going to take a step back 
from the winter season, 
(rather) I think we can 
take a step forward and 
give a run at both the 
state relays and the state 


meet.” 
Of the returners, include 
the team's five captains, 


including Amanda 
Br -0 uu. 3s ard 
(sprints/relays), Shea 


Cushing and Olivia Erler 
(distance), Angie 
Zaykovskaya (middle dis- 
tance) and _§ Isabelle 
Puccio (throws). Four of 
those five will continue to 
compete at the collegiate 
level with Broussard will 
be headed to Bryant, 
Erler and Zaykovskaya to 
Merrimack and Cushing 
to UVM. 

Last spring, Broussard 
was second at the ML, 
third at the sectionals and 
17th (58.90) at the All- 
States in the 400. Cushing 
was fifth at the league 
meet and eighth in the 
sectionals (5:34) in the 
mile. Both Zaykovskaya 
and Erler were part of 
some strong relay teams, 


and Puccio was sixth in 
the league in the discus 
(84-01). 

Besides those five, 
there's five other seniors, 
who will all be a huge part 
in the team's success. 
Kaitlyn Doherty, who will 
be off to Springfield 
College in the fall, returns 
for sprints. and jumps. 
Last spring she was fifth 
in the league in the triple 
jump and sixth in the 100, 
and went on to take eighth 
in the triple jump at the 
sectionals. 

Sarah LaVita is the 
returning league champi- 
on in the discus (105-07), 
while she fell just inches 
away from also winning 
the javelin, taking second 
at 111 feet. She went on to 
place fourth in the discus 
and eighth in the javelin 
at the sectionals. 

Madison Mulas was part 
of a successful 4x100 relay 


team and will be a veter- 
an in the sprinting events 
and Lily Rubin returns to 
the throwing events. 

Finally, Celia Kulis, is 
coming off one of the all- 
time best individual sea- 
sons in program history, 
when she was among the 
best hurdlers in all of New 
England. Last spring, she 
was the league champion 
in the 100-meter hurdles 
and went on to compete in 
the pentathlon, finishing 
third at the sectionals and 
seventh at the All-State 
Meet. 

“Having Celia back is 
huge and we're looking at 
putting her in the hurdles, 
the high jump and some- 
thing else so we'll see 
about that. (Later on at 
the post-season meets) 
she wants to do the pen- 
tathlon, so we'll let her do 
what she wants to do,” 
said Patrone. 


The senior members of the WHS Girls Track a genie mes front Celia Kulis a ap from left, Tayla McDonald, Sarah LaVita, flatiten Mulas, 
Amanda Broussard, Shea Cushing, Angie Zaykovskaya, Olivia Erler, Isabelle Puccio, Lily Rubin, and Kaitlyn Doherty. 
(photo by Joe Brownphotos.com). 


Besides those 13 girls, 
the 'Cats also have a 
handful of other under- 
classmen, who bring 
experience and depth to 
many of the events. That 
group includes juniors 
Mallory Brown (distance) 
and Kayla Flynn (hur- 
dles/jumps), sophomores 
Alison (sprints/jumps) 
and Emily Doherty 
(sprints/throws), Molly 
eae 0 pe so 
(sprints/throws), Mollie 
Osgood (sprints/jumps), 
Emily Grace 
(sprints/relays), Hannah 
Bryson and Mia 
Stryhalaeck (distance), 
and Sofia Pitzen (middle 
distance). 

Last year Flynn was 
fourth in the league and 
sectionals in the high 
jump, while Osgood was 
sixth in the league but 
then was third in the sec- 
tionals. This past winter, 
she competed in the high 
school nationals. 
MacDonald was 9th in the 
javelin and 12th in the 100 
at the league meet. 

Freshman Addy Hunt 
technically in a newcom- 
er, but she's coming off 
two strong seasons with 
cross-country and ae 
track. 

With all of that experi- 
ence returning, the 'Cats 
should also have three 
dynamic relay teams. The 
4x100 team of Mulas, A. 
Doherty, Osgood and K. 
Doherty were fourth in 
the league. The 4x400 
team of Grace, 
Zaykovskaya, Cushing and 
Broussard were sixth, and 
then the 4x800 team lost 
one member, but returns 
Erler, Bryson and Pitzen, 
with most likely Hunt slid- 
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Girls race past Wakefield 
in season opening win 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - The 
Wilmington High School 
Girls Outdoor Track team 
continued right where it 
left off a year ago with 
another win. On Tuesday, 
the 'Cats opened the sea- 
son with an 80-56 victory 
over Wakefield in a 
Middlesex League 
Freedom Division Meet 
held at the Frank Kelley 

Memorial Track. 

Just like the past two 
track seasons, the 
Wildcats were again led 
by senior Celia Kulis, who 
went 3-for-3, bringing 
home 15 of the team's 
points with first places in 
the 110-meter hurdles 
(15.1), high jump (5-2) and 
long jump (15-10.50). 

“Celia was our top per- 
former, winning three 
events,” said first-year 
head coach Joe Patrone, 
who picked up his first win 
for this spring season. 
“She qualified for the state 
meet in the high jump and 
hurdles and actually her 
times in the hurdles, auto- 
matically qualifies her for 
the All-State Meet. 

Fellow senior Kaitlyn 
Doherty also had a strong 
day as she won the 100 
(12.4), the triple jump (33- 
11) and she anchored the 
winning 4x100 relay along 
with Madi Mulas, Molly 
MacDonald and her sister 
Alison Doherty. They had 
a collective time of 51.9 
seconds. 

Mulas was also third in 
both the 100 (13.5) and 
long jump (14-7), Alison 
Doherty picked up a sec- 


ond in the long jump (14- 
9) and a third in the 200 
(27.9) and MacDonald was 
third in the javelin, throw- 
ing 84-4. 


Three others placed: in — 


two events. Senior Sarah 
LaVita was first in the 
shot put throwing 31-7 and 
second in the javelin at 96- 
3. Kayla Flynn was third 
in both the high jump (4-8) 
and triple jump (29-10.25) 
and Mollie Osgood was 
second in the high jump 
(5-2) and third in the 110- 
meter hurdles (19.0). 

“Mollie Osgood had a big 
day. How often does a girl 
jump 5' 2" in a dual meet 
and come in second? Celia 
beat her on misses but 
Mollie had three great 
jumps and almost cleared 
5' 4". And she is only a 
sophomore.” 

The other first places 
came from Isabelle Puccio 
in the discus (75-1), Addy 
Hunt in the 800 (2:28.3) 
and Shea Cushing in the 
two-mile (12:20.3). 

“Shea won despite the 
Wakefield girl getting out 
to a 20 meter lead with a 
lap to go. Shea never gave 
up and reeled her in and 
passed her with 50 meters 
to go in the race,” said 
Patrone. . 

Coming home with sec- 
ond places included 
Hannah Bryson in the 400- 
meter hurdles (1:20.9), 
Amanda Broussard in the 


400 (62.9), Angie 
Zaykovskaya in the 800 
(2:28.4) and Maddie 


Krueger in the discus (71- 
10). And third places came 
from Sofia Pitzen in the 
discus (65-0) and Emily 
Grace in the 400 at 64.4. 


WHS Hall of Fame 
Committee accepting 
nominations for new class 


The Wilmington High 
School Athletic Hall of 
Fame Committee has 
announced that the nomi- 
nation deadline for this 
year is May 1, 2022. All 
nominations must’ be 
received by the deadline 
in order to be considered. 

Established in 1990, 
Wilmington’s Hall of 
Fame honors the school’s 
athletes, coaches, benefac- 
tors, and special contribu- 
tors. 

The selection process is 
based on the rule that the 
candidates for induction 
be evaluated on what they 
did in sports while at 
Wilmington High School 
exclusively. Achievements 
in sports while at college 
or at the professional level 
will have no bearing on 
the selection committee’s 
deliberations. 

To be eligible for nomi- 


nation, the athletes must 
have participated in at 
least one varsity sport. 
Athletes nominated for the 
Hall of Fame must have 
graduated at least ten 
years prior to nomination. 
The committee prefers 
that nominations are sub- 
mitted electronically via 
the “Online Nomination 
Form” located at the web- 
site below, however, a 
“Hard Copy Nomination 
Form” (located on the 
website below) may also 
be emailed to wild- 
cathof@gmail.com or sent 
through the mail to 
Wilmington High School, 
C/O Athletic Director, 159 
Church Street, 
Wilmington, MA 01887. 
https://whs.wpsk12.com/ 
families_and_students/ath 
letics_department/hall_of 
_fame 


Incredible four-year run 
by the WHS Cheerleaders 


In last week’s issue, the WHS Cheerleaders were high- 
lighted for the team’s third place finish at the New 


England Championships. 


Below.is a look at the program’s team and individual 
accolades since 2018, an incredible four-year run. 


2018 National Cheerleaders Association All Americans 
Janelle Penney and Emersyn Foresyth 


2018 Fall Middlesex League Runner Up 

2018 Fall North Region Third Place 

2018 Fall Massachusetts State Fourth Place 
2019 Winter Middlesex League Champs 

2019 Winter North Region Runner Up 

2019 Winter State Fourth Place 

2019 New Englands Fifth Place 

2019 Fall Middlesex League Champs 

2019 Fall North Region Runner Up 

2019 Fall Massachusetts State Runner Up 
2020 Winter Middlesex League Champs 

2020 North Region Runner Up 

2021 Massachusetts State Virtual Runner Up 
2021 + Fall Middlesex League Champs 

2021 + +Fall North Region Runner Up 

2021 + Fall Massachusetts State Runner Up 
2022 Winter Middlesex League Champ 

2022 Winter North Region Runner Up 

2022 Winter Massachusetts State Runner Up 
2022 New England Bronze Medalist 


Middlesex League All Stars 

2019 Rachel Nally 
2021 Sofia Donovan 
2021 Janelle Penney 
2022 Rachel Nally 


Fall 
Spring 
Fall 
Fall 


Come Meet WHS Football Coaches, Players 
The Wilmington High School Football Program will be 
hosting an Open House for Thursday, April 14th at 6:30 
pm ay the high school cafeteria. 
Meet and greet with coaches and current players for 
incoming freshmen and parents. 
Light Refreshments will be available. 
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The WHS Boys Spring Track team is gearing up for a successful season behind Head Coach Mike Kinney and his 


captains from left, John Ware, Jack Melanson, William Stuart, and Jeandre Abel. 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Big numbers and bigger goals 
for the WHS Boys Track Team 


By JAMIE POTE 
Sports Editor 
jamiepote@hotmail.com 
WILMINGTON - Before 
this past indoor season 
started, Wilmington High 
School Boys Track-and- 
Field coach Mike Kinney 
was quick to point out that 
his roster was depleted 
with experience, with so 
many of the seniors from 
the year before graduat- 
ing. He said it would take 
some time to rebuild the 
program, so all he wanted 
to see was progress, and 
certainly that happened 
over the course of the win- 

ter months. 

Now just a month or: so 
removed from the indoor 
season, the outdoor team 
brings in over 70 partici- 
pants. Although most of 
them are young and inex- 
perienced, or have that 
one indoor season under 
their belts, Kinney knows 
that the big number 
should be a big indicator 
of great things to come 
down the road. 

“With seventy athletes 
on the team, we should 
have some pretty good 
depth and competition for 
varsity spots,” he said. 
“We should be very com- 
petitive and as always we 
need to be perform excep- 
tionally well to challenge 
perennial powerhouses 


Burlington and 
Wakefield.” 

While a handful of tal- 
ented athletes from last 
year's team graduated, 
the four captains on this 
year's team bring back 
great experience and also 
a lot of talent. Jeandre 


Abel is the reigning 
Middlesex League 
Champion in the  100- 


meter dash (11.43) and 
after that he went on to 
take third at the section- 
als and 25th in the entire 
state. 

John Ware is coming off 
a sensational season, 
especially at the league 
meet where he was third 
in both the 400-meter hur- 
dles and javelin. 

Willie Stuart also placed 
in two events at the same 
meet, second in the triple 
jump and sixth in the 200. 

The last captain Jack 
Melanson, is an experi- 
enced thrower, who is 
coming off the indoor sea- 
son of tossing the shot put 
over 40 feet. 

“We lost a talented group 
of seniors from last year, 
however we have a some 
very talented individuals 
with high expectations, 


led by Abel, Stuart, 
Melanson and Ware,” said 
Kinney. 


Wilmington also returns 
a handful of kids, who 


also showed great 
improvement over the 
course of either last 
spring or winter season. 
Those athletes include 
seniors Luka Smiljic 
(jumps), Jack Spencer 
and Liam Lydon (throws), 
Evan Shackelford (middle 
distance), Joe Demoura 
(sprints/jumps) and Nick 
DiNatale (throws/middle 
distance); juniors Roman 
Moretti and Christian 
Niceforo (distance), Tyler 


Sheehan, Lucas Gorham, © 


Braden Huddleston and 
Cooper Loisel (throws), 
Jon Magliozzi, Noah 
Carriere and John 
M Gana iene a 

(sprints/jumps) and then 
Nick Atwater (middle dis- 
tance; and sophomores 
Jameson Burns in the dis- 
tance events and Ben 
Marvin in the jumps and 
hurdles. 

Of the newcomers, they 
include senior throwers 
Olubumni Olatilu§ and 
Michael Money, juniors 
Tyler Nguyen (middle-dis- 
tance) and _ Brayden 
Gorski (distance) and 
then a handful of sopho- 
mores with Sean Patrone 


(jumps), Hunter Sands 
and Charlie Rosa 
(sprints/jumps), Aiden 


Burke (pole vault) and 
Michael Oatis (distance). 
“Our best events will be 


BSW 


at 


the sprints, jumps, hur- 
dles, and the throws,” said 
Kinney. “We are young in 
the distance and the mid- 
distance events. Overall, 
the commitment and posi- 
tive attitude of the entire 
team has been great. We 
should see progress and 
improvement throughout 
the season and hopefully 
peak as the postseason 
starts.” 

Besides Kinney, the rest 
of the coaching staff 
includes two new addi- 
tions, Brian Shepard,. a 
former Brandeis 
University runner, who 
will work with the dis- 
tance kids, and former 
WHS Track star Deven 
Langenfeld, who will work 
with the jumpers, prima- 
rily in the pole vault. Don 
Wilson returns to help 
both the boys and girls 
teams in the throwing 
events, while girls coach 
Joe Patrone and Kinney 
will split up the duties 
with the 
sprints/hurdles/javelin/hi 
gh jump. 

Wilmington opened the 
season on Tuesday 
against Wakefield with 
results not known as of 
presstime. The 'Cats will 
next travel to Stoneham 
on Monday for a 4 pm 
start. 


Baseball team edged out by Reading in opener 


FROM Biw 


season with a tough, but 
extremely competitive 
loss to ‘Reading. The 
Rockets took a 3-0 lead, 
scoring a run in the first 
and two more in the sec- 
ond, and then went the 
last four without a run. 
Dynan went the distance 
on the mound, giving up 
four hits, three walks and 
he struck out seven. 

Trailing 3-0, the 'Cats 
finally got something 
going in the top of the 
fourth. After two walks 
and a single by Balter, 
pinch-hitter Stokes was 
robbed on what appeared 
to be a bases clearing 
extra base hit, but 
Reading's right fielder 
made a tremendous high- 
light reel diving catch, 
according to Caira. 

In the fifth inning, Curdo 
led off with a single up the 
middle. Ebert came in to 
pinch run and_e he 
advanced to third on a 
double by Toomey. Dynan 
then drove Ebert in on a 
RBI groundout to make it 
3-1. 

Later on in the inning, 
with two outs, Roque 
drove the ball and the cen- 
ter fielder made a great 
grab. Caira said he 
thought the ball popped 
out and hit the ground, but 
the umpire ruled it a catch 
and the inning ended. 

In the sixth, Harper sin- 
gled and was moved to 
third on a double by 
Balter. Stokes then drove 
in Harper with a sacrifice 
fly making it 3-2. 


K 


In the seventh, the 'Cats 
rally fell just short. With 
one out and the bases 
empty, Dynan singled. He 
was erased at second on a 
fielder's choice groundout 


Day 


Thursday April 7 

Thursday April 7 

Thursday April 7 

Saturday April 9 

Saturday April 9 

Monday April 11 
Monday April 11 
Monday April 11 
Tuesday April 12 
Tuesday April 12 
Tuesday April 12 
Tuesday April 12 
Wednesday April 13 
Wednesday April 13 
Thursday April 14 
Thursday April 14 
Thursday April 14 
Thursday April 14 


Thursday April 7 
Thursday April 7 
Thursday April 7 
Friday April 8 
Friday April 8 
Monday April 11 
Monday ' April 11 
Monday April 11 
Monday April 11 
Tuesday April 12 
Tuesday April 12 
Wednesday April 13 
Wednesday April 13 
Thursday April 14 
Thursday April 14 


off the bat of Monteforte, 
but on the throw to first, 
the ball tipped off the first 
baseman's glove and out 
of play, moving 
Monteforte to second. He 


Where's the Action? 


Sport 


Wilmington High Sports 


V Girls Tennis 
V Baseball 

V Softball 

V Girls Lacrosse 
V Boys Lacrosse 
B/G Track 

V Girls Lacrosse 
V Boys Tennis 

V Boys Tennis 

V Girls Tennis 
V Softball 

V Baseball 

V Boys Lacrosse 
V Girls Lacrosse 
V Boys Tennis 

V Girls Tennis 
V Baseball 

V Softball 


V Baseball 

B/G Track 

V Softball 

V Baseball 

V Softball 

V Boys Lacrosse 
V Softball 

V Tennis 

V Girls Lacrosse 
V Softball 

V Baseball 

V Tennis 

V Girls Lacrosse 
V Baseball 

V Softball 
B/G Track 


Shawsheen Tech Sports 


then moved up to third on 
alert base running on a 
short passed ball, but was 
stranded at the bag. 
Wilmington 
Reading 6-4. 


outhit 


Opponent 


at Wakefield 4:00 pm 
at Arlington 4:15 pm 
vs Arlington 4:15 pm 
at Winchester 11:00 am 
vs Winchester 11:00 am 
at Stoneham 4:00 pm 
at Watertown 4:00 pm 
vs Wakefield 4:00 pm 
at Stoneham 4:00 pm 
vs Stoneham 4:00 pm 
at Wakefield 4:15 pm 
vs Wakefield 4:15 pm 
at Arlington 4:15 pm 
vs Arlington 4:15 pm 
at Watertown 4:00 pm 
vs Watertown 4:00 pm 
at Stoneham 4:15 pm 
vs Stoneham 4:15 pm 


vs Essex Tech 4:00 pm 
vs Northeast 5:00 pm 
at Essex Tech 7:00 pm 
vs Bedford 4:00 pm 
vs Bedford 4:00 pm 
vs Nashoba Tech 4:00 pm 
vs Waltham 4:00 pm 
vs Gr. Lawrence 4:00 pm 
at Nashoba Tech 4:00 pm 
at Northeast 4:00 pm 
vs Northeast 5:00 pm 
vs Gr. Lowell 4:00 pm 
vs Northeast 5:00 pm 
at Lowell Catholic 4:00 pm 
vs Lowell Catholic 4:00 pm 


at Gr. Lawrence 


B4w 


Frissore takes over 
as the new Girls 
Lacrosse Coach 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 
WILMINGTON - Over 
the course of the history 
of the Wilmington High 
Girls Lacrosse program, 
one of the most difficult 
tasks they have faced is 
finding consistency in the 
head coaching spot, with 
five coaches already fill- 
ing the slot since the 
Wildcats first became a 
varsity program back in 
2008. 


Most’ recently, Bill 
Manchester guided the 
Wildcats for the past 
three seasons, although 
he was only able to coach 
two of them, with the 2020 


season being canceled due | 


to the COVID-19 pandem- 
ic. Manchester led the 
Wildcats to a 6-23 record 
during his two seasons of 
coaching, including a 4-9 
mark during last season’s 
COVID abbreviated cam- 
paign. 

With any luck the 
Wildcats may have found 
a long term solution this 


Chris Frissore is the new WHS Girls Lacrosse Coach. 


time around, with former 
Wilmington High three- 
sport athlete Chris 
Frissore stepping into the 
role as the sixth coach in 
program history. 
Frissore, a 2011 graduate 
of Wilmington High where 
he captained both basket- 
ball and baseball teams 
during his senior season, 
is already quite familiar 
with coaching at his alma 
mater, having coached the 
Boys Freshman 
Basketball team for the 
past four seasons, as well 
as the Junior Varsity 
Baseball team for the past 
three seasons. 

Frissore, who was a wide 
receiver, cornerback and 
kicker for the Wildcats 
football team during his 
high school years, is excit- 
ed for the new challenge 
of taking over the Girls 
Lacrosse program. 

“I have a great group of 
girls on this team and I 
am excited to get started. 
I think it will be a fun sea- 
son, and bringing in a new 
face will push them in a 
different way,” Frissore 
said. “The most impor- 
tant thing for us this sea- 
son will be to have fun. We 
want to win too, but most- 
ly we want to have fun. I 
want our practices to be 
fun, and for the girls to 
not feel like they have to 
be there, but they want to 
be there.” 

Wilmington 
Athletic Director 


High 
Mia 


Muzio is glad to have- 


Frissore on board, having 
seen him perform very 
well in his previous coach- 
ing roles with the team. 
She acknowledges that 
this will be a new chal- 
lenge for Frissore, but she 
is also confident that he 
has what he takes to suc- 
ceed in his new role. 
“Chris has been a dedi- 
cated coach here at the 
high school for a handful 
of years now, even before I 
got here. He connects well 
with the kids. He talks 
more than just X's and 
O's,” Muzio said. “He just 
has a general feeling of 
what it is to be a high 
school coach and how to 
connect with the kids. I 


think this is going to be an 
adjustment for him, going 
from a sub-varsity pro- 
gram with baseball, as 
well as basketball, coach- 
ing boys to a varsity pro- 
gram with girls. I think 
it's going to be a really 
good learning experience 
for him to step into that 
varsity role. So far, he's 
been super organized, 
he's on top of everything 
and I think he's going to 
be a good fit.” 

Frissore, who graduated 
from Worcester State in 
2016, and is in his fifth 
year as an elementary 


school physical education | 


teacher in Peabody, takes 
over a program that has 
never had a winning sea- 
son, has had two tourna- 
ment appearances, includ- 
ing last season and has a 
combined record of 40-160- 
3 between Cape Ann 
League and the Middlesex 
League. 

The Girls Lacrosse pro- 
gram started with sub 
varsity seasons in 2006 
and 2007 before moving up 


BASKETGALL 


(courtesy photo). 


to the varsity level in 2008 
under the direction of Lois 
Nardo, who posted a 7-39 
record over three seasons. 

It is a program still in 
search of a winning tradi- 
tion, but you won’t find 
Frissore looking into the 
past of what this team has 
done, but rather he is 
looking ahead to what 
they can be in the future. 

“IT am excited to see what 
we can do, and how good 
we can be,” Frissore said. 
“First of all, I have the 
most important thing, 
which is a good group of 
girls. I love the spring 
sports season, and I am 
looking forward to this 
season. I am excited to 
learn and I think there 
will be a lot of learning 
for all of us.” 

Frissore may have to do 
some learning as far as 
some of the intricacies of 
lacrosse, but as Muzio 
points out, he already has 
the most important attrib- 
utes she is looking for in a 
coach. 

“He doesn't have (coach- 
ing experience in 
lacrosse) but he has the 
experience in coaching 
and ultimately right now 
with my desire to build up 
the culture here at this 
school, he's a strong pro- 
ponent of that culture,” 
Muzio said. “I think it's 
good that he's a former 
athlete here and has come 
back to coach. He's going 
to learn a lot here with 
this opportunity and the 
girls are going to learn a 
lot. 

“There's obviously 
something to be _ said 
about being super knowl- 
edgeable in the sport that 
you are coaching, but I 
also think a large piece of 
that is coaching kids. I've 
been talking about how we 
want to promote things 
like respect, kindness, 
work ethic and things like 
that, and those are tangi- 
ble things that someone 
can teach without having 
played the sport and Chris 
brings that.” 


Jamie Pote contributed 
to this report. 
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and Taylor Breen. 


WHS Girls Lacrosse Preview 
New coach, new goals and new direction 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 
WILMINGTON = 


Looking back on last sea- 


son, it was a case of both 
good news and bad news 
for the Wilmington High 
Girls Lacrosse team. On 
the positive side, the 
Wildcats went 4-9 in their 
abbreviated season, dou- 
bling their win total from 
2019, when they were 2-14 
before having their 2020 
season canceled due to 
COVID. 

But, while it can’t really 
be considered a negative, 
the season also had the 
potential to be even better, 
as the Wildcats came up 
just short in several 
games, missing out on a 
few potential wins. 

With a new season in 
front of them, however, 
the Wildcats will be look- 
ing to turn some of those 
losses into wins this time 
around, and they will be 
doing so under the direc- 
tion of a new coach, as 
Chris Frissore takes over 


for Bill Manchester who’ 


led the Wildcats for the 
past three seasons. 

Frissore knows it will 
not easy for this group of 
Wildcats to make a run at 
the new statewide post 
season tournament, hav- 
ing lost some key players 
off of last year’s squad, 
but he is setting the bar 
high for his new team. 

“I think we can make the 


tournament,”  Frissore 
said. “We know that the 
first few games will be 
kind of difficult, because 
we have to kind of figure 
out what we are doing as 
a team with a new coach 
coming in. It will take 
some time, but I feel like 
we will be ready to com- 
pete in the Middlesex 
League.” 

Part of the reason for 
Frissore’s optimism is the 
solid returning cast that 
the Wildcats bring back 
this season. While it is 
true that the Wildcats lost 
some of their scoring 
punch with the graduation 
of Kylie DuCharme (29 
goals) and Ida Bishop (23 
goals), they bring back 
several players who also 
have the capability to put 
the ball in the back of the 
net, starting with senior 
midfielder Jenna Moore 
(16 goals), as well as jun- 
ior Jess Collins (5 goals) 
and junior Kassidy Smith 
(4 goals). 

“They will be three key 
players for us,” Frissore 
said. “Jenna is just a 
great leader on and off 
the field and it is obvious 
what a great player she is. 
We will also be relying on 
Jess and Kassidy to do a 
lot for us in the midfield, 
helping us both on offense 
and on defense, and I feel 
like they can do a good job 
with that.” 

As Frissore mentioned, 
Moore has already shown 


The four captains of the WHS Girls Lacrosse team include from left, Kiley F ynn, J enna Moore, Rhiannon Dyment, 


(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


herself to be a_ great 
leader for the Wildcats, 
and she has been selected 
as one of four Wildcats 
captains this season, 
along with fellow seniors 
Taylor Breen, Rhiannon 
Dyment and Kylie Flynn. 
Moore and Breen will be 
midfielders for _ the 
Wildcats, while Dyment 
and Flynn will play 
defense, but their influ- 
ence will go far beyond 
their ability to score 
goals, or to keep their 
opponents from scoring. 
“It’s hard for a coach to 
come in new like I have, 
but they have made it 
very easy for me,” 
Frissore said. “They have 
been great leaders for us 
so far and I think that will 
be one of our strengths 
this season. I have been 
very happy with them.” 
Probably the biggest 
hole to fill for the Wildcats 
this season will be in net, 
where three-year starter 
Shannon Murphy has 
taken her talents to 
Colorado Mesa University. 
Replacing arguably the 
most important position 
on the field, let alone one 
as accomplished | as 
Murphy, is no easy task, 
but fortunately for the 
Wildcats, they appear to 
have a very capable 
replacement .in sopho- 
more keeper Abby 
Driscoll. Frissore is con- 
fident that Driscoll will be 
able to effectively adapt 


to playing at the varsity 
level. 

“I have a lot of confi- 
dence in her. She definite- 
ly knows what she is doing 
in net,” Frissore said. 
“She has been playing for 
years. She enjoys it and 
she is good at it. One of 
the things she will need to 
learn is how to communi- 
cate on the field with her 
team, because I know 
Shannon was great with 
that. But she will learn 
that and grow into it over 
the next couple of years, 
so I am looking forward to 
helping her with that.” 

Playing in the Middlesex 
League, particularly in a 
full season this year 
which will include games 
against Liberty Division 
opponents, there are very 
few, if any easy games. 
Once again, Frissore 
acknowledges the chal- 
lenge in front of his team, 
but he is also confident 
they are equipped to han- 
dle it. 

“We will fight as hard as 
we can and hope for the 
best. The Middlesex 
League is a tough league, 
but we will put up a fight 
in every single game and 
we will be in a lot of close 
games,” Frissore said. 
“We have the experience 
and we have the talent, so 
if we can put it-all togeth- 
er, we have a chance to be 
good.” 


Wildcats looking to pick up where they left off 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON - When 
they started their season 
0-6 least spring, amid a 
COVID shortened sched- 
ule, the Wilmington High 
Boys Lacrosse team had a 
choice to make about how 
the rest of their season 
could go. 

The first choice would 
have been the easy one. 
They could have packed it 
in and coasted the rest of 
the way during what could 
be considered an already 
lost season anyway. 

Or they could choose to 
go the other way and try 
and make the most out of 
what was left of their time 
together. 

As anybody who followed 
the Wildcats last year 
knows of course, they 
opted for the much 
tougher, second choice 
and won five of their last 
six games on the season 
to finish 5-7 overall. 

The strong finish includ- 
ed a 1-1 record in the 
Middlesex League 
Tournament, where they 
lost to Reading in the first 
round before winning an 
11-10 thriller over Woburn 
in the consolation brack- 
et. 

Wilmington coach Jeff 
Keefe was in his first year 
of actually coaching the 
Wildcats last season after 
being named head coach 
prior to the 2020 which 
was ultimately canceled 
due to COVID. He felt 
that the experience his 
team gained together in 


the first half of the season Gavin Erickson and John Rhind. 


helped them down the 
stretch. 

“We learned a lot from 
the competition we faced 
in the early part of the 
season. We play in a great 
Middlesex League, and 
that really helped us learn 
the game of lacrosse,” 
Keefe said. “I think we 
have a lot of talented ath- 
letes and a lot of good 
lacrosse players, but I 
think finding our roles 
and learning the whole 
lacrosse game and putting 
it together is where were 
able to find success.” 

It is a new season of 
course, with some new 
players for the Wildcats 
as well as their Middlesex 
League opponents. But 
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The tri-captains of the WHS Boys Lacrosse team includes 


with that being said, 
Keefe is definitely looking 
forward to seeing his 
team finish what they 
started over the second 
half of last season. 

“That’s kind of the main 
starting point of where we 
are at, is to try and pick 
up as best we can where 
we left of from last sea- 
son, and using that 
momentum heading into 
this season,” Keefe said. 
“We are just trying to exe- 
cute what we learned last 
season at a little better 
rate every day and look to 
make progress from 
there.” 

The Wildcats have to 
make that progress with- 
out the services of three 


SORE 


of their top players from 
last season, having lost 
Matt Pendenza, Shane 
Roberts and _ Patrick 
Xavier to graduation, but 
they do bring back a solid 
core of players from last 
season, including tri-cap- 
tains Gavin Erickson, 
John Rhind and Nathan 
Alberti. Erickson and 
Rhind are senior midfield- 
ers, while Alberti is a jun- 
ior attack, and each 
brings valuable leader- 
ship and skill to the 
Wildcats lineup. 

“I think they all con- 
tribute in different ways. 
Gavin and Berti definitely 
lead by example and mak- 
ing sure they work well 
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WHS Girls Tennis Preview 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON - It’s 
never easy for a team to 
go through a rebuilding 
process, but that is pre- 
cisely where the 
Wilmington High Girls 
Tennis team finds them- 
selves right now as they 
prepare for the upcoming 
season. 

The Wildcats are actual- 
ly in year two of a rebuild- 
ing process that saw them 
go 1-15 last season after 
back-to-back 1l-win sea- 


left, Carolyn Hass-Timm and Alyssa Fricia. 


sons the previous two 
years, but things are cer- 
tainly trending in the 
right direction this sea- 
son. 

After losing stars like 
Emily Hill, Carolyn 
Roney and Lia 
Kourkoutas two years ago, 
the Wildcats last season 
were forced to say good- 
bye to three more talented 
seniors, as Lauren D’Arco, 
Johanna Robinson and 
Vidhi Shah all graduated 
from Wilmington High. 
But even with the deep 
cuts to the roster, there is 
plenty of reason for opti- 
mism for the Wildcats and 
ninth year coach Matt 
Hackett. 

The Wildcats may have 
one match last season, 
but they did play in sever- 
al competitive matches 
during season. And while 
they did lose three of their 
top players, they also saw 
several of their younger 
players gain valuable 


experience, which they 
are hoping will pay divi- 
dends this season. 
' “Without a doubt, we are 
hoping to improve on last 
season,” Hackett said. “It 
is tough going through a 
rebuild and losing more 
players off the roster is 
not ideal timing, but at 
the same time we are very 
excited to see who can 
step in and fill the void, 
and I think we have some 
players who can do that.” 
Among those players 
that Hackett will be look- 
ing for to step into a key 


role will be the youngest 
player on the roster, with 
freshman Shubhangi 
Tripathi moving into the 
first singles sport for the 
Wildcats. It is a spot she 
has earned through victo- 
ries in challenge matches 
during preseason prac- 
tices, and Hackett is confi- 
dent in her ability to com- 
pete in that role. Number 
one singles in_ the 
Middlesex League can be 
a grind, but Tripathi 
appears to be ready for 
the challenge. 

“I noticed her right from 
the first or second day of 
tryouts, she was picking 
up a lot of points, so I 
moved her up to face 
some of the veterans, and 
she was still picking up a 
lot of points,” Hackett 
said. “So, I set her up 
with some challenge 
matches and she beat 
both Carolyn  (Hass- 
Timm) and Alyssa 
(Fricia). She just worked 


att Hackett, along wit 
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her way into the number 
one spot. 

“I don’t know her game 
one thousand percent yet, 
but I know she is consis- 


tent, and she has good- 


ball placement. As a 
freshman playing first 
Singles, you know she will 
face some adversity, but 
she will learn from that, 
and she will fight through 
a 

Following Tripathi in 
singles play will be junior 
co-captain Alyssa Fricia 
in second singles and fel- 
low junior co-captain 


Carolyn Hass-Timm, who 
will return to her role in 
third singles. While Hass 
will return to her familiar 
spot in third singles, 
Fricia will be making the 
jump from first doubles 
where last season she was 
paired with Johanna 
Robinson. 

“Alyssa’s game improved 
a lot last season and she 
looks good this season,” 
Hackett said.. “She is a 
very good athlete. She is 
quick and she has good 
stamina. She is also just 
an incredibly positive and 
humble human being. 
Along with that she has a 
tremendous desire to com- 
pete. I knew she was 
ready to compete at upper 
singles, and being a great 
captain, she wants to suc- 
ceed at second singles.” 

Hass-Timm has_ also 
accepted her role in third 
singles very readily. 
While some veteran play- 
ers may have complained 


j is co-captains rom 
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about losing a potential 
number one spot to a 


freshman, Fricia 


their new teammate. 


“Carolyn was a huge a 


case in point of somebody 


stepping up for us last 
season. Having her play — 


third singles for us last 


year was a huge ask, but = 
she stepped up and got it © 


done. The player she was 


at the end of the season ~ 
was not even close to the © 
start of the season. I — 
think it is great that with — 
emergence of 
_ Shubhangi she can stay in 


the 


the number three spot. 
And she is a great cap- 
tain. She is willing to do 
whatever is best for the 
team.” 

The Wildcats first dou- 
bles team will consist of 
sophomores Madison 
Benoit and Sophia LaVita, 
who both made the jump 
up from second doubles 
last season. 
confident that they are 
ready for the increased 
responsibility of being the 
top doubles duo. 

“We are very fortunate 
we can keep them togeth- 
er,” Hackett said. “It is a 
new challenge for them, 
but they have that cohe- 
siveness and they play 
well together. They have 
both improved quite a bit 
from last season, so it will 
great to see what they can 
do at first doubles. 

Junior Julia Kane and 
senior Medha Pal will be 
the Wildcats likely second 
doubles pairing, along 
with sophomore Priscilla 
Vo, as well as some other 
players who may work 
their way into the mix. 

“Second doubles as this 
point looks like more of a 
rotation,” Hackett said. “I 
don’t see a lot of differ- 
ence between a lot of the 
players, but a lot of them 
are playing well. We will 
see if somebody steps up, 
or we may just keep it as 
a rotation. 

It would be impossible of 
course to predict what 
kind of season the 
Wildcats will have in 
terms of wins and losses 
during a rebuilding year 
like this one projects to 
be. But, as a coach who 
has been through rebuilds 
before with the tennis pro- 
gram, Hackett is looking 
forward to seeing just how 
much progress his team 
can make this season. 

“When you have been 
doing this for a while like 
I have and you know how 
the cycle goes, this can be 
pretty exciting, especially 
when you are working 
with a great group of girls 
like we have,” Hackett 
said. “We’ve got 22 great 
girls, and to me that is the 
best part of coaching.” 


Boys Lacrosse team looking to 
pick up right where it left off 
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with each other and lead 
the players on the field. 
John is a little more vocal 
for us. He does a great job 
of getting the guys fired 
up and motivated,” Keefe 
said. “Their combined 
strengths and what they 
can contribute makes for 
a great trio of captains, so 
we definitely want to 
watch them lead and have 
them take us to the next 
level.” 

The Wildcats will also 
have several other key 
returning players includ- 
ing senior attack Alfonso 
Gambale, who scored the 
game winning goal 
against Woburn in the 
Middlesex League 
Tournament, as well as 
sophomore defender 
Robert Cyr and sopho- 
more midfielder Mike 
Lawler, along with seniors 
Luke Murphy, Luke Vitale, 
Brian Duggan, Tristan 
DiMeco, Jack Rooney, 
Will Kenyon and Jack 
Malloy. 


“We have a number of 
players who are returning 
to similar positions and 
roles that they had 
learned last season, so 
that will help us and will 
give us a big advantage, 
starting with players who 
understand where they fit 
in best with the team and 
where they can contribute 
the most,” Keefe said. 
“We have some guys who 
know the offense and can 
execute it better. They 
really feed well off each 
other, so they can all be a 
threat on the field. The 
more dynamic we can be 
the more fluid we can be, 
the more opportunities 
everyone is going to get.” 

A big key to the Wildcats 
success this season will be 
junior goalie Owen White. 
White took over in goal 
early last season, with 
Rhind, who had been in 
net, moving out to mid- 
field. It was a move that 
paid off for both players 
and the team as a whole, 


and Keefe will be looking 
for that success to carry 
over to this season as well. 

“We will be relying on 
Owen back there. Making 
that switch last year was 
partially in preparation 
for this season and the 
experience that he gained 
will definitely help him 
and it a big advantage to 
us knowing that we have a 
stable force in net,” Keefe 
said. “We are looking for- 
ward to seeing what he 
can contribute.” 

Keefe knows that he will 
need no only White, but 
the entire roster to make 
big contributions if they 
are going to navigate their 
way through a_ tough 
Middlesex League and 
non-league schedule this 
season. 

“Reading is always up 
top, but then there is 
Wakefield, Winchester 
and Burlington who are 
always tough, and then of 
course Lexington is out 
there,” Keefe said. “It is 


K 


just a deep conference 
and we know every game 
is going to be tough. We 
hope those conference 
games help prepare us for 
when we play out in the 
wider Division 3 field, so 
we can kind of find out 
where we are.” 

And while it won’t be 
easy, Keefe and_ the 
Wildcats are not lowering 
the bar for their them- 
selves this season. A full 
MIAA post season tourna- 
ment will return this sea- 
son, and Keefe says that 
he and his team plan to be 
playing in it. 

“That is our stated goal,” 
Keefe said. 
that we are a tournament 
team and our mission this 
year is to play tournament 
lacrosse all the way 
through the season, so 
that way when we to June 
we’re prepared to qualify 
and to play our best in the 
tournament.” 


and © 
Hass-Timm have been 
nothing but supportive of © 


Hackett is” 


“We believe- 


Wilmington High School Boys Tennis Coach Rob Mailey 
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and captain Anay Gandhi are looking forward to another 


successful season. 
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WHS Boys Tennis Preview 
Returning 


League Champs 
preparing to 
dominate again 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

WILMINGTON - Last 
season was one that will 
live on forever in the his- 
tory of the Wilmington 
High. Boys Tennis pro- 
gram. 

Even in the most bizarre 
of seasons, with a limited 
schedule due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Wildcats made the most 
of their opportunity to get 
back on the court after 
the cancellation of the 
2020 season, going 10-0 on 
the regular season to 
clinch the first Middlesex 
League Freedom Division 
title in program history. 

The Wildcats would ulti- 
mately finish 10-3 on the 
season after suffering a 
pair of 3-2 losses in the 
Middlesex League 
Tournament and another 
3-2 defeat to Austin Prep 
in the MIAA Division 3 
North Tournament, but 
nevertheless it was a sea- 
son that no one will ever 
forget. 

And the best news for 
the Wildcats, is that they 
look to be in prime posi- 
tion to follow it up with 
similar success once 
again this season. 

An undefeated regular 
season may be difficult to 
duplicate, as the Wildcats 
will be playing a full 
schedule this time 
around, including facing 
top notch Middlesex 
League Liberty Division 
rivals. However, with all 
but one starter returning 
to the Wildcats lineup, 
another run at a Freedom 
Division title and perhaps 
a deep run in the new 
state wide tournament 
seem to be well within 
reach. 

“T feel like we definitely 
have a good chance to win 
the league title,” 
Wilmington coach Rob 
Mailey, entering his 13th 
season at the helm of the 
Wildcats, said. “One 
thing we have to guard 
against is overconfidence 
after last season. We won 
some close matches last 
season and we will have a 
lot of good opponents this 
season who will be gun- 
ning for us.” 

Leading the way for the 
Wildcats once again will 
be their top two singles 
players, where senior cap- 
tain Anay Gandhi will 
return from his undefeat- 
ed season of a year ago to 
once again fill the num- 
ber one singles role, while 
his younger brother, soph- 
omore Anay Gandhi will 
look to build on his own 
undefeated season of a 
year ago in second sin- 
gles. 

“They both came in to 
the season in the best 
shape of their lives, so we 
will be expecting big 
things from them once 
again,” Mailey _ said. 
“Nobody works harder 
than the two of them and 
they just keep getting bet- 
ter, so we know what we 


have in the two of them.” 

One key loss_ the 
Wildcats did suffer from 
last season’s team was 
the graduation of third 
singles player and co-cap- 
tain Colby Scaplen who 
went 8-2 in that role a 
year ago. But fortunately 
for the Wildcats, they 
seem to have found a very 
capable replacement in 
the person of sophomore 
Sidd Karani, who will 
transition from being a 
Middlesex League All- 
Star in first doubles last 
season to taking over the 
all important third singles 
role. 

“Sidd is an _ excellent 
player and he plays very 
smart,” Mailey said. “He 
and Anuj are next door 
neighbors and very good 
friends, and they just 
make each other better 
players.. He has played 
some singles in the past, 
so this is not new for him. 
He will do a great job for 
us.” 

Junior Owen Mitchell 
and sophomore Sarthak 
Tripathi will play first 
singles for the Wildcats, 
while a combination of 
sophomores Michael 
Smaroff, Eric Packer and 
Ryan Weinstein will play 
second doubles. The dou- 
bles teams have looked 
good in the early going 
and Mailey knows that 
will obviously be very 
beneficial for his team. 

“If they can keep that 
up, that will take some of 
the pressure off our sin- 
gles players,” Mailey said. 

The Wildcats clearly 
have one of the most tal- 
ented teams in the league, 
but what makes Mailey 
even more proud is that 
they are probably also the 
hardest working team in 
the league, a tradition 
they are carrying on with 
once again this season. 

“We are doing more run- 
ning to help with our con- 
ditioning, because if you 
are in better shape than 
your opponent, that can 
make a difference in a 
close match,” Mailey 
said. “It helped us last 
season, so we are hoping 
it will help us again this 
season.” 

As Mailey said, while he 
is extremely confident in 
his team’s abilities, he 
does not want them to be 
overconfident this season. 
With a loaded schedule of 
both Freedom and 
Liberty Division oppo- 
nents, they can’t afford to 
be. 

“Burlington is a very 
scrappy and well coached 
team and they will be 
very good this season, as 
will Wakefield,” Mailey 
said. “But, if we play well 
and don’t get overconfi- 
dent, we should be com- 
peting to repeat as 
Freedom Division cham- 
pions, and also be com- 
petitive in our Liberty 
Division matches.” 


Shawsheen Tech Softball Preview 


With plenty of arms, Rams ready to strike 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 

Sports Correspondent_ 

sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - Heading 
into last season, 
Shawsheen Tech Softball 
coach Scott Ialuna and 
the Rams didn’t know 
what to expect. After 
missing out on the 2020 
season due COVID-19, 
they returned only two 
players with varsity expe- 
rience to the lineup from 
the 2019 roster, so it 
looked like it might be an 
uphill battle if they want- 

_ed to qualify for the state 

tournament. 

As it turned, that turned 
out to be true for much of 
the season, as the Rams 
struggled at times on 
their way'to a 4-8 record, 
leaving them a couple of 
wins shy of qualifying for 
tournament. 

On the positive side, 
however, the Rams won 
two of their last three 
games on their way to 
that 4-8 mark and also 
had several players gain 
some of that all important 
varsity experience in the 
process, giving the team a 
much brighter outlook 
heading into this season. 

“Last year, we only had 
two returning — starters, 
and in the first few weeks 
the game was too fast for 
a lot of our players,” 
Ialuna said. “Now, we 
have seven _ starters 
returning, plus some real 
promising newcomers. 
The team has already 
improved over the scrim- 
mages we have had this 
season. This team has a 
lot of potential and right 
now, I like the direction 
we are headed in.” 

One of the biggest rea- 
sons for Ialuna’s opti- 
mism is the depth and 
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experience that the Rams 


will bring to the pitcher’s 
circle where the due of 
senior captains Sandra 
Watne of Wilmington and 
Kayla Mirisola of 
Tewksbury will lead.a tal- 
ented group of hurlers. 
Watne, who will continue 
her softball career at 
West Virginia Wesleyan 
next season posted a sub 
3.00 ERA last season, 
while Mirisola’s ERA hov- 
ered around 4.50. 

They will not be alone 
however, as junior Mia 
Bisso of Tewksbury, who 
struck out eight batters in 
her varsity debut last sea- 
son, as well as senior tri- 
captain Ella Malvone of 
Wilmington will also see 
some time in the circle. 

“You can never have 
enough pitching, and that 
will be one of our 


strengths,” Ialuna said. 
“Sandra and Kayla have 
done a great job over 
their careers, which start- 
ed as freshman. We will 
be relying heavily on 
them to keep us in games. 
Mia made the most out of 
her opportunities last 
year, and I am planning 
on getting her in the mix 
this year as well. Also, 
Ella Malvone has had a 
terrific preseason on the 
mound, and in the field, 
and can be called upon if 
needed.” 

Malvone will certainly 
give the Rams some pitch- 
ing depth, but when she is 
not pitching she will be in 
the lineup as a first base- 
man or outfielder and will 
also be providing plenty 
of offense at the plate, 
while sophomore center- 
fielder Reagan Bowden 


will also return to the line- 
up to give the Rams some 
pop, as will Watne and 
Mirisola. 

“Reagan led the team in 
batting average and on 
base percentage as a 
freshman last year, so I 
will be counting on her 
quite a bit,” Ialuna said. 
“Ella posed a lot of prob- 
lems when she got on 
base, and she led the team 
in stolen bases and runs 
scored. Sandra was in the 
top two or three in pretty 
much every offensive cat- 
egory, and Kayla also had 
a good season at the 
plate.” 

Ialuna will also be look- 
ing to get big contribu- 
tions from sophomore 
catcher Jeyana Cronin, 
who made the most of her 
opportunities last year, as 
well as newcomers like 


freshman first baseman 
Gianna Caruso and sopho- 
more seconds baseman 
Paige Fuller . of 
Wilmington have swung 
the bat well in the presea- 
son. 

The goals are a lot dif- 
ferent for the Rams as 
they head into this season 
as opposed to last season, 
and Ialuna and his team 
are embracing those 
expectations. Now it is 
just a matter of going out 
and putting it all together 
against what  Ialuna 
describes as a very chal- 
lenging schedule. 

“We have a good blend of 
experience, promising 
newcomers, and youth 
with six underclassmen. 
How quickly we can put it 
altogether is the key to 
the season,” Ialuna said. 
“We performed better in 


our last two scrimmages 
against good _ teams, 
which leads me to have a 
lot of optimism for the 
2022 season. 

“We have a_ difficult 
schedule. We open with 
Greater Lowell, who we 
were 0-2 against last year, 
Essex Tech (0-2), and 
Bedford, who was the 
number one seed in 
Division 2 last year. But 
the only way you get bet- 
ter is by playing good 
teams. § The goal is 
always to make the state 
tournament, and this year 
is no different. This team 
has the talent to make 
that happen, we just need 
to work on the team 
chemistry so everyone is 
on the same page.” 


Rams Baseball Preview 


Shawsheen tbat. on Shortt as league champs 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - It doesn’t 
get much better than it 
was for the Shawsheen 
Tech Baseball team last 
season. 

The Rams started the 
season fast, winning their 
first ten games, and never 
looked back, going 13-1 in 
the regular season to win 
their first Commonwealth 
Athletic Conference 
championship since 2016. 

The Rams would ulti- 
mately finish 14-2 overall 
after a dramatic walk off 
win over Salem in the first 
round of the state tourna- 
ment before losing to 
Masconomet in the quar- 
terfinals. 

For Shawsheen coach 
Brian McCarthy, it was a 
season he and his players 
will never forget. 

“Last season was a blast. 
We had a great team with 
great leadership and 
great chemistry. I was 
very proud of that team 
sticking together like they 
did,” McCarthy - said. 
“Having missed out on the 
season before, due to 
Covid, and then that sea- 
son being shortened - 
they could have mailed it 
in and been on cruise con- 
trol. But they worked so 
hard from the very start 
and it paid off. To bring 
back a CAC Title was 
thrilling. It was some- 
thing they were aiming 
for all season and it was 
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The Shawsheen Tech Baseball team will include five local players, from left, Shane Costello and Ryan Santini of 
Wilmington, Evan Galanis and Robert Welch of Tewksbury and Michael Masselli of Wilmington. 
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rewarding to see their 
hard work pay off.” 

The Rams will be look- 
ing to build on last year’s 
historic campaign as they 
head into this season, but 
it will not be easy, as they 
did suffer some key losses 
of off last year’s team, 
including their top two 
pitchers in Chris Disciscio 
and Ben Powell, along 
with their batterymate 


Austin Kearns,-who was a 
three year starter at 
catcher for the Rams. 
“We will miss all of those 
seniors from last year for 
sure. Ben and Chris were 
a great one, two punch. 
Both were horses on the 
mound and dominated all 
year. They will be tough 
to replace. Kearns was a 
great leader behind the 
plate and then we had 


U13 Boys Lacrosse team defeats Stoneham 


The Wilmington Boys 
U13 Blue Youth Lacrosse 
team won its first game of 
the season against a tal- 
ented and_ oversized 
Stoneham team, 13-11. 

The Wildcats jumped out 
to an early lead right off 
the first face off, but 
Stoneham would climb 
back into the game by the 
end of the first half. 

The Wildcats would then 
pull away in the third 
quarter and then once 
again Stoneham came 
back and tied the game at 
11-11. It was then Stephen 
Zella who would win the 


face off and knife through 
the defense to give the 
Wildcats a one-goal lead. 
Stoneham would get the 
ball back and it was goal- 
tender Austin O’Connell 
that made three point 
blank saves as Stoneham 
would continue to take 


shots from the _ inside 
against the Wildcat 
defense. 


The Wildcats would pre- 
vail and Zella would add 
another to ice the 13-11 
victory. 

Scoring for the Wildcats 
was Zella who had seven 
goals and two assists. 


Midfield/Attackman Nate 
Dischino who had _ two 
goals. Nate Ricciarelli, 
Kosta Kronopoulos, Kevin 
Culility, and Grady 
Considine all each added 
a goal. 

Jacob McDeavitt and 
Zella both dominated the 
face off X the entire game. 
Michael Duffy and Hunter 
Bentley locked it down on 
the defensive side of the 
field. 

The Wildcats are back in 
action this Sunday against 
Woburn. 


Connor Maguire hitting in 
the four-spot all year long 
too.” 

But as much as the 
Rams will miss all of 
those players, they will 
also bring back a strong 
core of returning players, 
starting with senior third 
baseman Owen Duggan 
and junior shortstop 
Mavrick Bourdeau, who 
enters this season fresh 
off winning the CAC Most 
Valuable Player for the 
Rams CAC champion bas- 
ketball team. 

Senior outfielder and 
returning CAC All-Star 
Shane Costello of 
Wilmington and _ sopho- 
more catcher Brendan 
Lee will give the Rams 
two more reliable bats in 
the lineup. 

“We still bring back a 
good, core group of play- 
ers. They whole left-side 
of our infield is back in 
Duggan and Bourdeau,” 
McCarthy said. “Brendan 
Lee saw valuable time 
behind: the dish as well. 
Then, Shane is_ still 
patrolling the outfield for 
us. We definitely have 


some holes to fill, but I 
love that we have some 
experienced players com- 
ing back too.” 

Probably the toughest 
task facing McCarthy and 
the Rams will be replac- 
ing Disciscio and Powell 
in the rotation. But 
McCarthy is confident 
they can do that, thanks 
in large part to junior 


Conlen Powell (Ben’s 
brother), senior Jack 
Glennon, senior Ryan 


Santini of Wilmington and 
junior Aiden MacLeod. 

“We are just getting 
through scrimmage week 
right now, so we are still 
putting together’ the 
pieces of our team. 
However, we are starting 
to see some top arms 
emerge who will be work- 
ing for a starting spot in 
the rotation,” McCarthy 
said. “They’ve worked 
hard in the pre-season 
and looked good in the 
early scrimmages. I’m 
excited to see what they 
can do for us.” 

McCarthy is also excited 
to see what his offense 
can do this season, espe- 


cially early on, as they 
look to get off to a fast 
start to the season. 

“I feel our team’s 
strengths are offense and 
returning defenders. We 
have hit the ball well so 
far in our early going 
scrimmages,” McCarthy 
said.. “I knew our return- 
ing varsity guys could 
swing the stick (Costello, 
Bourdeau, Duggan, and 
Santini), but now we are 
starting to see some of the 
younger guys swing a hot 
stick as well. Hopefully 
our bats can stay hot 
while our young pitching 
gets their bearings.” 

Along with Santini and 
Costello, both of whom 
were big parts. of 
Shawsheen’s success last 
season, the Rams will also 
bring be counting on sev- 
eral other locals to help 
lead the team, including 
junior first baseman Mike 
Maselli from Wilmington, 
freshman catcher and 
utility player Robbie 
Welch of Tewksbury and 


sophomore outfielder 
Evan Galanis, also of 
Tewksbury. 


McCarthy will be look- 
ing for both his veteran 
returning players and his 
newcomers to be at their 
best as the Rams try to 
navigate through a diffi- 
cult CAC schedule. 

“Greater Lowell will be 
strong this year. They 
were young and talented 
last year and bring back 
most players,” McCarthy 
said. “Greater Lawrence 
will also be a tough team 
to beat, but with Whittier, 
Essex Tech, and 
Northeast in the league, 
no game is an easy game 
in the CAC. It’s a battle 
every game. But we’re 
looking forward to the 
season. 

“We always like to have 
our sights on a CAC title, 
but we also know there 
are a lot of good teams 
this year and have to take 
it one game at a time. If 
we do that, things will 
work themselves out.” 
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Four Wilmington 
athletes to lead 


Rams Boys Lacrosse i 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 


BILLERICA -- 


Expectations are always 
high for the Shawsheen 
Tech Boys Lacrosse team 
and this year will be no 
exception. The Rams fin- 
ished with an 8-4 record 


during the abbreviated. 


COVID season, falling 
short of winning the CAC 
title, after winning it for 
the previous four consec- 
utive seasons. 

While they fell short of 
their ultimate goal last 
season, losing in the first 
round of the Division 3 
North Tournament to 
Bishop Fenwick, 
Shawsheen coach Chuck 
Baker was still satisfied 
with the results of the 
season, especially con- 
sidering the unusual cir- 
cumstances that the 
Rams and other teams 
faced last season. 

“I was happy consider- 
ing the COVID stuff and 
we were very young in 
many positions,” Baker 
said. “So overall I 
thought we had a great 
season.” 

Now, as Baker prepares 
for his 17th season as 
head coach of the Rams, 
he is optimistic that his 
team can once again 
contend for the CAC title 
and have a _ successful 
season, despite losing 
some key players off of 
last year’s roster, includ- 
ing their three year 


starter in net, Jonah 
Varallo. 
A big part of the reason 


for his optimism is the 
leadership the Rams 
bring back to the team, 
starting with their senior 
quad captains, all from 
Wilmington. The four of 
them include defender 
Ryan Dusablon, long 
stick middle Aydan 
Churchill, midfielder 
Dylan Timmons § and 
midfielder Jacob 
Martins. Each one will 
ne relied on heavily by 
Baker and the Rams for 
both their on field capa- 
bilities as well as their 
leadership. 

“All four of them have 
been captains in other 
sports and or _ been 
around the program for 
four years,” Baker said. 
“They all get it and they 
want to win. They all 
lead by example. “ 

The Rams will need the 
on field production from 
their captains as well ass 
many others as_ they 
attempt to offset some of 
their losses from last 
season, including lading 
scorer Dan Lee of 
Tewksbury, who led the 
team with 29 goals. 

But with the return of 
players like sophomore 
attack Kyle Gray of 
Wilmington, who had 12 
goals last season, junior 
attack Mike Lawson who 
had ten goals, senior 
attack Kyle Brouillette, 
who had seven goals, 


The local players on the Shawsheen Tech Boys Lacrosse team includes from row from left, Zack Timmons, Ayden 
Churchill, and Derek Maguire all of Wilmington; Back row from left, Ryan Fendo and Kyle Gray of Tewksbury, 
Jacob Martins, Dylan Timmons and Ryan Dusablon of Wilmington, and Tyler Leeds of Tewksbury. 

(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Martins who had seven 
goals and Timmons who 
returns to the ‘lineup 
after missing last season 
due to injury, the Rams 
appear to be very capa- 
ble of putting the ball in 
the net. 

“They are all great 
scorers and _ adding 


(sophomore attack) Rich | 
Elliott and Dylan in the # 
mix, we should be able to @ 


score goals,” Baker said. 


Some other key return- § 


ing players for the Rams 


will include sophomore 


midfielders Mason 


Morneau, Chase Darcey ; 


and Teagan Ledoux, as 
well as sophomore 
defenseman Eddie 
Peterson, junior defense- 
man Kyle Knell and sen- 
ior defenseman 
Christian Robinson. 

The biggest spot that 
the Rams must fill head- 


ing into the season will —@ 


be in goal, where Jonah 


Varallo was a steady = 
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Above are the Wimington residents who are members of this year’s Shawsheen Tech Girls Lacrosse team, which 
includes from left, Riley Rourke, Alexis Fox, Morgan Glover and Emerson Glover; Below are the Tewksbury resi- 
dents, from left, Makayla Melanson, Ashley Talbot, Kasey McFadden, rethed McFadden and Gaby Ortiz. 

(Photos by J bth dbdesitir ie wares 


force for the Rams for iam 


the past three seasons. 


Baker knows it will be a 


impossible to replace 
that kind of skill and 
experience, at least at 
the start, but he has seen 
some real potential out 


of some possible replace- § ay 


ments for his star goalie. 
“Jonah cannot 
replaced. He was a spe- 


cial one. As of now we ; 


have a_ senior Tyler 


Leeds who is looking like “if 


the guy,” Baker said. 
“He is working very hard 
each day along with 
sophomores Bruce 
Green-Audette and 
Quinn Guinane. 
Especially early on we 
will want to work 
extremely hard defen- 
sively to get the goalie 
comfortable. We need to 
limit golden opportunity 
chances when we can.” 

In addition to the Rams 
returning players, they 
will also be looking for 
contributions from sever- 
al promising newcomers, 
including sophomore 


defenseman Ryan Feudo, . 


as well as a number of 
freshmen, with midfield- 
er Brayton Carbone, and 
attacks Mike Giordano, 


A.J.  Parrella, Zack 
Timmons and Adam 
Priest all expected to see 


some action. 

Baker and the Rams 
will be looking to reclaim 
their top spot in the CAC 
standings this season, 
but he knows the league 
will be a challenge this 


year, starting with 
defending champion 
. Essex Tech. 


“We return a lot of play- 
ers from last season so I 
am confident we should 
be ready to go game one. 
I am confident we can 
compete for the CAC 
title,” Baker said. 
“Essex Tech and Lowell 
Catholic will be solid 
teams to compete with us 
for sure.” 
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Girls shooting to keep winning tradition intact 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - _ The 
Shawsheen Tech Girls 
Lacrosse team has estab- 
lished quite the winning 
tradition over the past 
several years under the 
direction of head coach 
Alex O’Reilly. Prior to the 
2020 season being can- 
celed due to COVID-19 in 
fact, the Rams had won 
three out of the past four 
Commonwealth Athletic 
Conference titles, winning 
the league from 2016 
through 2018 before finish- 
ing second in 2019. They 
had also won three con- 
secutive state vocational 
titles prior to the 2020 sea- 
son cancellation. 

So, winning has always 
been a huge part of the 
girls lacrosse program. 
But last season, in their 
return from the pandemic, 
the Rams focus changed 
somewhat, as they instead 
turned their attention in a 
bit of a different direction. 

“Last year our focus was 
just being able to take 
advantage of being back 
together again,” O’Reilly 
said. “We discuss our 
team goals every season 
and last year being league 
champions was in our 
goals, but it was not a pri- 
ority for us, because the 
girls were just so grateful 
for the opportunity to be 
out on the field together 


after missing out on it the 
season before. 

“We focused mainly on 
building a strong team 
foundation and enjoying 
all time we had together, 
because you never know 
in a COVID world when it 
could all be taken away.” 

Despite the shift in 
focus, the Rams did still 
manage to, put together a 
very solid season, going 9- 
4 on the year, including a 
loss to Pentucket in the 
first round of the MIAA 
Division 2 North 
Tournament. Not bad for 
a team that wasn’t putting 
winning as their top prior- 
ity. But this season, the 
Rams are back and fully 
focused on making anoth- 
er run at the league title, 
with eight seniors ready 
to lead the way 

“These girls who are 
seniors had a normal sea- 
son their freshman year 
and they will have one 
this year, so they are a 
huge driving force for us, 
because they know what it 
is like to have the full 
team experience,” 
O’Reilly said. “They have 
been longing for it for a 
very long time, so they 
have been huge in terms 
of pumping us up and 
really maintaining the 
culture that has developed 
over the past eight years 
here.” 

Leading the way for the 
Rams on defense this sea- 


LABRISg.. 


' and 


son will be three of those 
seniors, with Gabby Ortiz, 
Darielle Wilson and Kasey 
McFadden, all of 
Tewksbury providing the 
team with some great 
experience and stability 

“Those three on defense 
are a powerhouse for us. 
They have been with us 
for years, so they under- 
stand what is going on 
down there when we are 
switching up our defense 
running different 
setups” O’Reilly _ said. 
“They have great. commu- 
nication on the field. 
They are loud, they move, 
they are aggressive. They 
direct their own team- 
mates, they talk with their 
goalie and they listen to 
their goalie. They are 
everything on the field 
down on defense that we 
are looking to get our 
younger players to learn.” 

A pair of juniors and a 
senior will lead the Rams 
at midfield where last 
year’s leading scorer, jun- 
ior Kerry Brown, along 
with junior Kiley 
McFadden -.of Tewksbury 
and senior Devin Sweeney 
also bring some great 
experience back for the 
Rams. 

“Kerry, Devin Sweeney 
and Kiley have all played 
before, so they know how 
this works and they are 
doing an excellent job 
with talking to their team 
and letting them know 
what our team needs on 
the field to be successful,” 
O’Reilly said. “They are 
also doing great hyping up 
their team and letting 
them know they can hang 
with the big dogs and that 
they belong here.” 

Seniors Abbie Wood, 
Lexi Vio, Lee Singer will 
lead the charge for the 
Rams_ offensively at 
attack, while fellow senior 
Ashley Talbot of 
Tewksbury will also pro- 
vide the Rams with some 
versatility at the position. 

“Ashley is like a sneaky 
devil, because she can go 
full field when we need 
her to, so she is awesome 
to have down there when 
we are transitioning back 
to defense.” O’Reilly said. 
“She is a good secret 
weapon to have. She 
knows how to move the 
ball down on offense and 
she is not afraid to take it 
behind the net and take it 
low, where some of our 
younger players might 
hesitate.” 

In goal, the Rams face 


the huge task of replacing 
three year starter Jenna 
Johnson, who was _ not 
only a great goalie for the 
team, but also a great 
leader. She will obviously 
be very difficult to 
replace, but returning 
sophomore Emma 
McDermott and freshman 
Pieris Fowler have 
already shown signs of 
promise. 

“Jenna has an energy 
that was very hard to 
match. Her energy was 
contagious, so not having 
her here I definitely a 
void, however we have two 
goalies who are stepping 
in,” O’Reilly said. 
“Emma _ played_=siwith 
Jenna last season and 
they were side by side. 
Jenna did a great job of 
teaching Emma all the 
tricks and Emma is out 
here showing that and 
working hard and doing 
well. And then Pieris 
played a lot of club 
lacrosse for. Mass Elite. 
She showed up for day one 
of tryout having not told 
me that she was a goalie 
or that she played club, so 
that was a nice surprise. 
So, the both of them have 
been doing a good job.” 

With a largely experi- 
enced and very motivated 
roster, the Ram goals 
have changed this season, 
and O’Reilly is looking 
forward to seeing what 
her refocused team can 
accomplish. 

“The goal this year is to 
put the pandemic behind 
us. We had a nice, flexible 
season last year where we 
really worked on restoring 
our team’s culture and 
building strong relation- 
ships again after not 
being together for a long 
time.” O’Reilly said. “But 
now this year, we are back 
on track for what we 
would call a normal sea- 
son and we are back to 
competing for all of those 
things that we want, like 
the league title -and the 
vocational title is back 
this season. And we know 
there will be a state tour- 
nament this season, so 
there is a lot more at 
stake this season. It 
makes it a little more fun 
and competitive this sea- 
son. We can still focus on 
having fun, but we also 
have some bigger goals in 
mind.” 
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Boys Track 
squad ready 
to get going 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 

Sports Correspondent 

sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - It was 
another very successful 
season for the Shawsheen 
Tech Boys Outdoor Track 
and Field team last year, 
as the Rams posted an 
impressive 4-1 record in 
the CAC. 

Their season might be 
most remembered for the 
one meet they lost, howev- 
er, as their 80-56 late sea- 
son loss to CAC rival 
Greater Lawrence actual- 
ly marked their first 
defeat in a CAC meet 
since 2017, snapping a 
streak of 30 consecutive 
league victories for the 
Rams. 

That win streak came 
under the direction of for- 
mer head coach Jeff 
McGrath, who resigned 
after last season, leaving 
the team in the capable 
hands of new head coach 
Joe Gore, who takes over 
a squad that won their 
season finale following 
the loss to Greater 


Lawrence and will be | 


looking to build another 
win streak of their own. 

Gore would of course 
love to see this group of 
Rams continue the tradi- 
tion of success they have 
come to expect in recent 
years. 

“I want to give recogni- 
tion to where it is 
deserved to coach Jeff 
McGrath, who did such a 
tremendous job taking 
this program to a whole 
new level,” Gore said. “I 
was fortunate enough to 
be one of his assistants for 
much of that run, so I just 
hope. to kind of continue 
that structure and organi- 
zation that he had, and 
hopefully we can continue 
to build off of his success. 
That is our goal.” 

It won’t be an easy goal 
to achieve of course, as 
Greater Lawrence once 
again appears to be very 
strong and the rest of the 
CAC looks as good as good 
as they have in a number 
of years, but with a very 
deep and talented team, 
which includes over 70 
athletes, the Rams do 
appear to be in prime 
position to make another 
run for the top of the CAC 
standings. Gore had liked 
what he has seen so far 
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The Ciwiices Tech Pies aad Girls Track fenihs tive a ‘lot of focal resident including those from Tooksbury (above) ahd Moe 1 Wiltdington 
(below). From Tewksbury includes: Standing from left to right: Finley Dunham, Joseph Lombardi, Sean Morgan, Anthony Pellegrino, Cam 
Camelio, Logan Sproul, Ethan Zadig, Ethan Melanson, Noah Brooks, Apollo Joseph; Kneeling from left to right: Addison Dunham, Allie Oliver, 
Makayla Nolan, Leah Casey, Morgan Dunham, Jason Forbes, Jason Scaringi and Nick Quinn. Missing in Picture: Adam Ippolito, Christian 
Rainone, Simon Dunham, Tyler Francois, Jeramani Soto and Julian Torres; From Wilmington, standing from left to right: Isabella Mason, 
Amelia Matzke, Luis Galicia, Nathan Andrus, John Burke, Nicholas Gattineri, Trent Wedge, Justin Gambale, Ryan Copson, Devin Mathews, 
Nathaniel Williams, Andrew Gattineri, Jack Murphy and Michael Ware; Kneeling from left to right: Elizabeth Santos, Veronica Peters, Logan 
Pyles, Donald Alphonse, Arianna Farrell, Jack McLaughlin, Zach Rogers, Nathan Melo-Sabino, Riley Morrell and Frankie Grieco. Missing in 
Picture: Maximus Boston, Will Biscan, Matt Breen and Megan Steeves. 


from the group. 

“It is a large number of 
kids and they just show up 
and work, and that has 
been the fun part of it for 
us. We have a good mix of 
returning athletes, even 
though a handful of them 
are on the younger side.” 
Gore said. “But they are 
comfortable in __ their 
events, they are taking 
leadership roles and kind 
of coaching up the new- 
comers. It’s been fun so 
far and I think we are 
going to be very competi- 
tive this year.” 

The Rams will have to 
overcome the loss of some 
of their best athletes to 
graduation, as Tyler 
Archibald, Alex Smith and 
Derek Costello, each of 
whom excelled in a num- 
ber of events, will not be 
returning this season. 


“Those guys were a huge 
part of our success for 
many years,” Gore said. 
“But they left behind that 
work ethic and impression 
on the younger athletes 
and I think that will carry 
over to the success we 
have this season. We have 
some really good athletes, 
and we are excited for the 
season.” 

Among the group that 
has Gore most excited for 
the season is his trio of 
captains, with seniors 
Adam Ippolito of 
Tewksbury and Victor 
Lam of Burlington, along 
with junior Cam Camelio 
of Billerica will lead this 
large group. Ippolito and 
Lam were captains for the 
Cross Country team last 
season, while Camelio has 
already shown the ability 
to lead despite being just 


a junior. 

“Those guys are all real- 
ly good leaders for us. 
They show up and work 
hard and lead by example. 
They are all great kids 
and are very deserving of 
being captains.” 

Ippolito will run the two- 
mile event and compete in 
the discus, while Lam will 
run the 800 meters and 
also compete in discus. 
Camelio will compete in 
the 100 and 200 meter 
dashes. 

Some other key 
returnees for the Rams 
will include senior Kevin 
Stevens of Wilmington in 


the one mile, junior 
Christian Rainone of 
Tewksbury in the 100. 


meters, sophomore Will 
Biscan of Wilmington in 
the two mile and — 
Simon Dunham 


_Tewksbury 


(photos by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


in -multiple 
events. 

Sophomore Zach Rogers 
of Wilmington will return 
after a promising fresh- 
man season to compete in 
the shot put and the 110- 
meter hurdles, while fel- 
low sophomores Matt 
Ramsey of Tewksbury will 
compete in the 400- meter 
hurdles and the Maximus 
Boston of Wilmington will 
compete in the high jump. 

The Rams will also have 
plenty of newcomers look- 
ing to contribute to their 
success as well, with jun- 
ior Tyler Francois of 
Tewksbury racing in the 
100 and 200-meter dashes, 
while fellow juniors Paul 
Kilfoyle (discus and shot 
put) and Gianni Zompa 
high jump and 110M 
Hurdles) will also be 
counted on this season. 


Several other Rams will 
likely make their marks 
with the team as well. 
before the season is over. 
In fact, Gore is counting 
on the depth of this team 
as being one of their 
strengths as he learns 
more and more about his 
athletes. 

“We will know a lot more 
next week. My gut tells 
me that there will not be 
one event where we feel 
we feel like it is our main 
event where we are going 
to walk in and sweep 
everything,” Gore said. 
“What I do feel like is that 
we have athletes through- 
out the lineup that are 
going to allow us to com- 
pete well in all events. In 
a way, I feel like that can 
help us with our points 
this year and help us win 
some close meets.” 


Gore settling in as the new Shawsheen Track Coach 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports @yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - After lead- 
ing the Shawsheen Tech 
Boys Basketball team to 
their first outright CAC 
title since 2008, Rams 
head coach Joe Gore 
looked like he was finally 
due for a bit of a well- 
deserved break in his 
schedule, after also serv- 
ing as an assistant with 
the Rams football team 
this past fall. 

It was a break Gore was 
no doubt looking forward 
to. After also serving as 
an assistant coach for the 
Rams spring track team 
for the previous 11 sea- 
sons, the Wilmington 
native had made the deci- 
sion at the end of last sea- 
son to step down from 
that position. 

But when the Rams were 
having a little trouble 
- finding a suitable replace- 
ment for former coach 
Jeff © McGrath, who 
stepped down after last 
season, and Shawsheen 
Athletic Director 
approached Gore about 
returning to the team as 
head coach, Gore had a 
decision to make. 

In many ways, it really 
wasn’t much of a decision 
at all, as anybody who 
knows Gore will tell you, 
he is a man who definitely 
bleeds Shawsheen purple 
and will do anything to 
help his alma _ mater, 
where he was once three- 
sport athlete for the 
Rams, graduating in 2008. 
So, lo and behold, Gore is 
right back where he 
belongs this spring sea- 
son, holding a clip board, 
blowing his whistle and 
leading a group of Rams 


in action. 

“IT am very happy to be 
back with the team. It 
wasn’t what I originally 
had planned, but it is 
great to be back,” Gore 


all in this business. I was 
happy to step up, and I 
am excited to be working 
with the kids and be part 
of the team.” 

One of the things that 


‘to coach as well. 


with fellow long time 
assistant track coach Dan 
Dorazio, who will staying 
Gore 
and Dorazio both felt that 
it was important to help 


Joe Gore, the head boys basketball coach at Shawsheen, is now the 1 new hove and girls 
(photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


track coach. 


said. “Obviously, the 
biggest thing is that I just 
care about the kids and I 
think that is why we are 


made Gore’s decision to 
come back all the easier 
was knowing that he 
would be doing so along 


the members of the track 
team have a smooth tran- 
sition as the team moved 
on from McGrath’s excel- 


lent tenure with the team. 

“It has been an easy 
transition so far. Coach 
Dorazio and I are familiar 
with a lot of the kids, just 
like they are familiar with 

” Gore said. “To have 
that core group that is 
familiar with how we do 
things and have that 
mutual respect for each 
other is a big help” 

Costabile for. one, is 
thrilled to have Gore back 
running the show. He has 
of course known Gore 
since he was coaching 
him as the Rams quarter- 
back, when he helped lead 
Shawsheen to consecutive 
State Vocational champi- 
onships in 2006 and 2007, 
as well as watching him 
as a forward on the bas- 
ketball team, where he 
helped lead the Rams to 
an 18-6 record, a CAC title 
and a berth in the section- 
al finals in 2008. 

And of course, he has 
seen the success he has 
brought as head coach of 
the Rams Basketball team 
for the past three seasons. 

“Joe is a natural coach. 
He can coach any sport. 
He has the ability to 
relate, communicate and 
motivate athletes,” 
Costabile said. “He is a 
sincere, organized, hard- 
working coach that takes 
great pride in how his pro- 
grams conduct § them- 
selves on and off the field. 
He has been involved with 
the track program for sev- 
eral years. He has been a 
stalwart member of the 
track and football pro- 
grams for years and has 
done a tremendous job as 
our head boys basketball 
coach.” 

As much as Gore is 
thrilled to have Dorazio 


back on the coaching staff 
with him, he is equally 
happy to welcome some 
newcomers to the staff, 
with Erica Tildsley and 
Cody Lucas also joining 
the fold. Tildsley is not 
exactly new to 
Shawsheen, having been 
on the track coaching 
staff for five years in the 
past. She is also quite the 
athlete herself. She is a 
Winthrop High Hall of 
Famer, and is also in the 
UMass Lowell Athletic 
Hall of Fame for her track 
exploits. 

Lucas, meanwhile, is a 
former football and track 
star at Melrose High 
School, before moving on 
to captain the UMass 
Dartmouth Track and 
Field team. 

“IT am very happy to 
bring both of them on 
board,” Gore said. “They 
both have college level 
track experience and they 
both bring a wealth of 
knowledge to the team.” 

In addition to his assis- 
tant coaches, Gore will 
also be looking to the 
Rams veteran athletes to 
help lead the team this 
season. 

“That will be huge for us, 
to have that senior leader- 
ship, and then we have a 
good solid group of jun- 
iors as well,” Gore said. 
“Our foundation with 
those athletes is already 
built, so they are familiar 
with what our expecta- 
tions of them are and they 
are familiar with how we 
run practices. We are try- 
ing not to mix things up 
too much. Coach 
McGrath had a great run 
of success here and we 
would like to keep that 
foundation and build off 
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Shawsheen Tech Girls Track Preview 


With increase in numbers, depth could help team reach next level 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - If you 
really look at what the 
Shawsheen Tech Girls 
Outdoor Track and Field 
team was able to accom- 
plish last season, it is 
pretty remarkable. 

With a small roster to 
begin with, and then suf- 
fering multiple injuries to 
key athletes during the 
season, the Rams regular- 
ly went into meets with a 
roster that maxed out at 
20 competitors. 

But even with that as a 
potential roadblock the 
Rams still fought their 
way to a 3-1-1 record on 
the season, including 
earning a tie against 
Greater Lowell in a meet 
where they only had 15 
competitors and then 


pulling out a win over 
Greater Lawrence in a 
meet where they had only 
eleven competitors. 

“It was a really great 
season for them, especial- 
ly considering the size of 
their roster,” said 
Shawsheen coach Joe 
Gore. “They had so many 
kids step up in multiple 
events.” 

Gore, who was an assis- 
tant for former coach Jeff 
McGrath, who resigned 
after last season, will take 
over as head coach this 
season, and he will take 
over a team that is literal- 
ly bursting at the seams 
compared to last season. 
That actually might be a 
bit of an exaggeration, but 
the Rams do have 30 ath- 
letes on the team this sea- 
son, many of whom have 
already shown they will 
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be able to contribute to 
the team right from the 
start. 

“They just show up and 
work and try to get better 
at their events. They are 
a pleasure to be around,” 
Gore said. “Their attitude 
and work ethic is fantas- 
tic, and that is what will 
make them so successful. 
I think our girls team has 
the: potential to be very 
good this season.” 

They most certainly 
have plenty of potential, 
but they must also go 
about the task of replac- 
ing some key losses from 
last season, where Shelby 
Bourdeau, Kaitlyn 
Amidon and Susanna 
Gillis each competed in 
and excelled at several 
events for the Rams. That 
kind of talent will not be 
easy to replace, but Gore 


feels like he has some 
very capable _replace- 
ments. 

Among those who Gore 
will be counting on most 
heavily will be his tri cap- 
tains, seniors Jade Kim of 
Burlington along with 
Tayla Tildsley of Billerica 
as well as junior Hannah 
Lyle of Billerica. Tildsley 
is new to the track team, 
but is no stranger success 
at Shawsheen, having 
recently won the Girls All- 
State Wrestling champi- 
onship for the Rams. Kim 
is also new to Rams, but 
has already shown herself 
to be a capable leader and 
Lyle has been a key con- 
tributor to both the Cross 
Country and Spring Track 
teams since her freshman 
year. 

“Shelby, Kaitlyn and 
Susanna did a little bit of 


everything for us last sea- 
son, but we have some 
girls who look like they 
might be able to step in 
for them like Tayla, Jade 
and (freshman) Megan 
Steeves (of Wilmington),” 
Gore said. “All three of 
them are just complete 
athletes, and they will be 
joining a team that is 
young, but is already 
experienced. And then it 
is great to have someone 
like Hannah back as well, 
because she does so much 
for us.” 

Some key returnees for 
the Rams will be junior 
Brielle Pigott, who will 
compete in the two-mile 
and the 400-meter hurdles, 
while sophomore Arianna 
Farrell of Wilmington will 
compete in the 400 and 100 
meter hurdles, and sopho- 
mores Addison, Finley 


BOW 


and Morgan Dunham of 
Tewksbury will also com- 
pete in multiple events 

Along with Steeves, who 
will compete in the 100 
and 200 meters, another 
promising newcomer for 
the Rams will be sopho- 
more Jacqueline Genetti 
who will compete in the 
long jump and the 400 
meters. Opener, with date, 
time, opponent and loca- 
tion: : 

“We have an abundance 
of underclassmen ‘and 
newcomers on our team 
this year which we are 
really excited about,” 
Gore said. “I am excited 
to see what we can do this 
season.” 


The local members of the Shawsheen Tech Co-Ed Tennis team includes front row, all from Wilmington, Bobby Dodge, Will LaMonica, Alexandra Quick, and Destinee Jeanty 
(All Wilm); and back row from left, all from Tewksbury, Cam Smith, Ethan Hines, Sam Hines, Amaya Maxi, Trevor Engel and Jasmine 'Sarah” Johansen. 
’ _ (photo by JoeBrownphotos.com). 


Co-Ed Tennis team planning to ace this test 


By MIKE IPPOLITO 
Sports Correspondent 


sports@yourtowncrier.com 

BILLERICA - It has 
been a remarkable run 
over the past two seasons 
for the Shawsheen Tech 
Coed Tennis team, as they 
have compiled a 24-2 
record and won a pair of 
CAC titles, including last 
season’s perfect 10-0 
march to the CAC crown. 

Last year’s perfect sea- 
son came on the heels of a 
14-2 mark in 2019 before 
the 2020 season was of 
course canceled due to 
COVID-19. The Rams will 
be looking to keep that 
winning tradition intact 
this season under third 
year coach Jay Tildsley, 
who took over the pro- 
gram prior to that 2019 
season and has seen the 
Rams have nothing but 
success to this point dur- 
ing his tenure. He and the 
Rams will be looking for 
more of the same this sea- 
son. 

“When I first took over 
as coach, our goal was to 


have a team that was 
going to always be com- 
petitive,” Tildsley said. 
“Our first year, I think we 
kind of surprised some 
people, and then last year, 
they knew we were com- 
ing, but we had a lot of 
veteran players step up 
and prove that their skill 
set was better than the 
other teams. 

“As far as this year, our 
goal is to three-peat and 
continue the success we 
have started, so we are 
looking forward to the 
season.” 

There is plenty of reason 
for Tildsley and the Rams 
optimism, as they bring 
back the large majority of 
their roster from last 
year’s undefeated squad. 
They do lose a pair of 
very talented players 
from that. team, with Jake 
Glinner and Tyler 
Newhouse, both of whom 
were undefeated in their 
matches last season, hav- 
ing graduated, but they 
still bring back three 
more players who were 


Wilmington Youth Soccer 
kicks off spring season 


Wilmington Youth Soccer 
game reports for Intown 
Soccer on Saturday, April 
2, 2022. 


First Grade Boys 

The crowd was kept on 
the edge of their seats this 
week as Napoli, led by the 
offensive skills of Wyatt 
Grossman, resulted in 
scoring opportunities by 
Zahran Ahmad and Liam 
Malloy. 

The defense was not to 
be left out of this one 
either as JJ Lynch and 
Brayden and Camden 
Leahy kept the ball out of 
their zone for much of the 
game. Willie Madden gen- 
erously helped the oppos- 
ing team by grabbing a 


pinny so they could substi- 
tute, fair play Willie. 


Second Grade Girls 

Nobody stayed home for 
this action packed game. 
Manchester United's Elle 
McShane and Zoe 
Murphy scored, getting 
the crowd jumping out of 
their seats. Outstanding 
offense by Parker Santilli, 
Madison Luongo, Alexis 
Spencer, Brook Spirito and 
Emily Chan set up many 
scoring chances. 

The flawless defense of 
Ellie Bergeron, Olivia 
Contarino, Josephine 
Fogg, Valentina Salazar 
and Lily Falk provided 
great protection for the 
Goal Keepers. 


also undefeated in their 
matches last season. 
“Coming into the season 


we have a solid nucleus. . 


We have a lot of returning 
players who have been in 
the starting lineup for us,” 
Tildsley said. “We do 
have to replace some of 
our doubles players and 
our girls singles player 
but the majority of our 
team is intact, so any 
time you can go into a 
season like that, you have 
to feel pretty good about 
yourself, so hopefully we 
can show the league that 
we are here again to 
defend our title." 

While the lineup still 
needs some fine tuning as 
final spots are deter- 
mined, there are several 
players that  Tildsley 
knows he will be able to 
count on regardless of 
where he puts them in the 
lineup, starting with jun- 
ior Bobby Dodge of 
Wilmington who enters 
the season coming off a 
tremendous sophomore 
campaign where he was 
undefeated in his singles 
matches. 

“Bobby will be compet- 
ing for the number one 
spot,” Tildsley said. “He 
came into the season in 
great shape. He worked 
hard in the off season and 
did a couple of clinics and 
camps, so he is looking 
really good. He went to a 


camp to work on his 
serve, so hopefully that is 
going to help his game 
this season.” 

Also gunning for that 
number one spot will be 
senior co-captain John 
Zembeck; who had an 
undefeated record of his 
own last season as a jun- 
ior. Tildsley will be look- 
ing for another strong 
season from the veteran 
leader. 

“John has been solid. 
He has worked hard all off 
season and was always 
checking in with me. He 
has shown great leader- 
ship,” Tildsley said. “He 
has always been a player 
that knows the game, but 
he has always been hum- 
ble enough to know that 
there are other players 
out there and he is never 
one to take anything for 
granted. It is always one 
match at a time with 
him.” 

Sophomore Ethan Hines 
of Tewksbury may also 
make a run at the top spot 
in the lineup, coming off a 
freshman season that saw 
him go undefeated along 
with Newhouse in first 
doubles last year. Both 
Ethan and his older broth- 
er co-captain Sam Hines, 
will be looking to carry on 
a great family tradition at 
Shawsheen. 

“The Hines brothers 
have a rich family tradi- 


tion here at Shawsheen. 
Adam was a senior cap- 
tain for me my first year 
with the team, and now 
we have Ethan, who will 
compete for the number 
one spot and Sam, who 
will be one of our best 
doubles players,” Tildsley 
said. “It is great to have 
them out there. There are 
always ready to go, and 
their technique is really 
top notch.” 

Sam Hines and Zembeck 
will be the Rams captains 
and Tildsley is confident 
they will thrive in their 
roles as team leaders. 

“Sam and John are four- 
year veterans and are 
great leaders. Both of 
them. did a great job 
recruiting and have 
helped us to have our 
largest team ever this 
year,” Tildsley _ said. 
“That was a responsibility 
we tasked them with and 
they responded. You can 
see that they are deter- 
mined to defend our title 
and get that three-peat.” 

There are still some 
spots to be determined in 
the Rams lineup, particu- 
larly in doubles spots, but 
some of the players that 
Tildsley knows he will be 
counting on include soph- 
omores Sarah Johansen 
and Jasmine Johansen of 
Tewksbury, along with 
freshman Alexandra 
Quick of Wilmington, who 


enters her high school 
career with a wealth of 
experience as a tennis 
player already behind her. 

“We don’t have to blow 
up the lineup. We have a 
pretty good idea of who 
will be there, it’s just a 
matter of figuring out 
who will be in what spot,” 
Tildsley said. “But the 
new players and the veter- 
ans who are back is some- 
thing we are very excited 
about.” 

The days of the Rams 
sneaking up on opponents 
are most certainly over, 
as they now have a target 
squarely on their back as 
two-time defending CAC 
champions. Tildsley 
knows that his team will 
have to be better than 
ever against some quality 
competition if they hope 
to get that third straight 
title. 

“Greater Lowell and 
Greater Lawrence will be 
good and then we have 
Mystic Valley joining the 
league this -season,” 
Tildsley said. “I don’t 
know a lot about them, 
but just knowing from 
swimming how good they 
are, with an individual 
sport like tennis, I feel 
like they will be very 
good. We will have to see, 
but I would assume they 
will be a force.” 


Conneely shines on the Worcester State Track 


Avonia Herbert (Sharon, Mass.) topped the field with a final triple jump of 10.58 meters, and was part of a 
Worcester State women's track and field team that took second in the women's 4x100 meter relay as the Lancers 
began their season at the Bridgewater State Bears Invitational. 

Herbert joined with Maureen Grady (Douglas, Mass.), Bridget Maunsell, and Elena Pellegrini (Ashland, Mass. ) 
to run the 4x100 in 50.92, just behind Merrimack. 

Kasey Clark was 19th in the 1500 meter (5:25.23), and Caitlin Conneely (Tewksbury, Mass.) was 13th in the 5,000 


Meters. 


Senior Riley Sanderson (Leominster, Mass.) took first place in the javelin with a final throw of 36.38 meters to 
help Worcester State women's track and field to a sixth-place finish on Saturday at the Corsair Classic. 

It's the second straight meet that the Lancers have had an individual champion, and also the second straight 
weekend that the 4x100 realy team came in second. 

That group, made up of Elena Pellegrini (Ashland, Mass.), Maureen Grady (Douglas, Mass.), Bridget Maunsell 
and Avonia Herbert (Sharon, Mass.), came in with a finals time of 50.55. 

Heather Turner (Ashland, Mass.) took fourth overall in the 400-meters, with a time of 1:03.78, while Kasey Clark 
(Dudley, Mass.) took 7th in the 800 meters. 

Caitlin Conneely (Tewksbury, Mass.) finished the 1500 meters in 5:32.03, good for a 16th een showing. 


? 
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Bantam I hockey team defeats Tewksbury to advance to finals 


On Sunday afternoon the 
State champion 
Wilmington Bantam 1 
youth hockey team 
advanced to the Valley 
Hockey League finals with 
a 6-2 win over their rival 
Tewksbury Redmen team. 

With a full squad, minus 
Brady Cabral who was out 
with an injury, the ‘Cats 
were looking to check off 
one more box on the sea- 
son. 

It was all Wilmington 
right out of the gate in 
this semi final match. 
With offensive pressure 


from Emrick O'Brien, 
Jake Arsenault, Luke 
Cushing, and David 
Andreason they prevent- 
ed Tewksbury from clear- 
ing the puck and kept 
offensive pressure all 
game. Matt O'Brien tal- 
lied first, as he ripped a 
snap shot top corner to 
put the Wildcats up 1-0 
just under three minutes 
into the game. 

On the very next shift 
Wilmington struck again, 
Nathan Caples worked the 
puck to the net where 
Ryan Archer was able to 


Talented Track team 
ready to take on ML 


FROM B2W 


ing in that spot. 

Another event is the pole vault and Patrone had a big 
smile on this face when speaking about the possibilities 
there. 

“Getting someone like Alli Ganley, and if she can pole 
vault, which I think she can, that is a way to get more 
points at the state meet: If we can get two more girls to 
do it, then we can compete at the state relay meet,” he 
said. 

While the team is strong in all of the running events 
and has the potential to possibly be strong in the pole 
vault, Patrone also likes what he sees from the field 
event crew. 

“We're working on the field events a little bit more. We 
have Sarah (LaVita) and Isabelle (Puccio),” said 
Patrone. “There's a freshman girl who looks like she can 


do well and that's Maddie Krueger. Lily Rubin is a sen-. 


ior and she'll be throwing as well, and Molly MacDonald 
and Emily Doherty both threw the javelin last year so 
they'll be back. Coach (Don) Wilson is getting those 
girls ready.” 

Besides Hunt, Ganley and Krueger, there's a handful of 
other newcomers who could crack the starting line-up. 
That includes senior Tayla McDonald (sprints/jumps), 
sophomores Christina Chesbrough, Teandra 
Encarncion-Cespedes, Caroline Jenks, Kyla Kelley, Ava 
Kennedy, Alexis Melvin, Avis Samaha, Meghan Smith, 
Olivia Solari and Neda Stoeva, who all fit in the combi- 
nation of sprints/jumps/throws. 

Also in that same mix of events includes five freshmen, 
Vivian Deblois, Gabby Fitzgibbons, Sabrina Gray, 
Gillian Kane and Abigail Mitchell. 

“We're strong in every running event. Overall I think 
the team looks really -good. The girls are pumped and 
ready to go. The sky's the limit,” said Patrone. 

Wilmington opened the season on Tuesday with results 
not known as of presstime and then will travel to 
Stoneham on Monday. 


chip it out front to Cam 
Kelley who made no mis- 
take putting the puck in 
the net giving the Cats a 
2-0 lead. 

The passing attack and 
puck movement was too 
much for the Redmen 
right from the start. The 
rattled Redmen team 
called for a timeout mid 
way through the first, as 
Wilmington dominated all 
areas of the ice. 

Tewksbury was on multi- 
ple power plays all game 


_and still couldn't pene- 


trate net minder Tyler 
Marinho, who played out- 
standing all game. Cam 
Kelley broke up a Dee to 
Dee pass and raced up the 
ice shorthanded beating 
both defenders and deked 
the goalie with a nice 
move, buried the puck for 
his second goal and put 
Wilmington up 3-0 at 7:16 
of the first. 


The Cats weren't done, 
with 5:36 remaining in the 
first Michael Spitz made a 
play along the boards to 
dump the puck in deep, 
Kelley collected the puck 
behind the net and fed a 
pass out front to Archer 
who banged it home giv- 
ing the Wildcats a com- 
manding 4-0 lead at the 
end of the first period. 

Wilmington's defensive 
squad of Cam’ Saija, 
Nolan Gouthro, Colin 
Allard, Nathan Caples 
and Matthew O'Brien 
were like running into a 
brick wall for the Redmen 
forwards. The defensive 
squad were stepping up at 
the right time and taking 
the body when they need- 
ed to the most. This was a 
major factor in the game 
as Tewksbury couldn't get 
any rhythm going. 

The Wildcats attacked 
the second period much 


like the first, applying 
steady pressure in the 
offensive zone. Hard work 
from left winger, Shawn 
Tierney and center, Cam 
Gray led to a nice goal 
from Ben Gibbons as he 
sniped a tough angle wrist 
shot past the Tewksbury 
goalie to give the Cats a 5- 
0 lead early in the period. 

With just under four 
minutes remaining in the 
second period, Caples car- 
ried the puck into the 
attacking zone going east 
west multiple times, then 
he was able to get the 
puck back up the boards 
to Kelley who then made a 
self pass of the boards 
and cranked a slap shot 
on net, beating the 
Redmen goalie giving him 
a hat trick and putting the 
Cats up 6-0 at the end of 
the second period. 

In the final frame the 
Wildcats continued to 


pressure the opponent 
and play as a team. 
Tewksbury was able to 
score a couple of goals in 
the third as Wilmington 
decided to take a breather 
while in the penalty box. 

Teamwork, full effort, 
puck movement, physical 
play were key factors to 
the team's success in this 
game. Jake Arsenault 
wore the helmet home for 
the player of the game. 
Wilmington Mite player, 
Dillon DiPersio, was the 
game honorary captain. 
Dillon toured the locker 
room with the boys high 
fived the champs and 
passed out his good luck 
wishes. Team captain 
Matt O'Brien gives Dillon 
the game puck. 

The 6-2 win sends the 
Wildcats to the finals this 
Saturday in Haverhill at 
12:25 against Andover. 


Several exercises to try to improve your mobility 


By ANDY LEVANTI, 
DPT, ATC, Complete 
Game _ Physical Therapy 
Running is very 
demanding on the body 
and can lead to many 
overuse injuries if you do 
not put in the time to keep 
your body moving opti- 
mally to perform. Having 
the appropriate amount of 
mobility to meet the 
demands of running is an 
important piece of injury 

prevention. 

Mobility and flexibility 
are often confused or used 
interchangeably. However, 
they are actually very dif- 
ferent. Flexibility is the 
ability of muscle/tendons 
to move and lengthen 
through a wide range of 
motion at a joint. Think 
being able to bend down 
and touch your toes with 
your knees locked out. 

Mobility on the other 
hand, is the ability. to 
move through a joint's 
normal range of motion 
efficiently and with appro- 
priate strength. Runners 


do not need to be overly 
flexible to avoid injury, 
instead having adequate 


-mobility is the key to stay- 


ing healthy during your 
training. 

Passive stretching is the 
best way to improve flexi- 
bility. Mobility on the 
other hand takes a combi- 
nation of passive and 
active movements to gain 
full joint range of motion. 
Give the following exercis- 
es a try to begin to 
improve mobility and 
keep yourself healthy dur- 
ing your training. 

Ankle Mobilization to 
Wall: This exercise is 
meant to improve ankle 
mobility, particularly dor- 
siflexion (motion of 
pulling your toes toward 
your face) by increasing 
calf flexibility and work- 
ing ankle mobility by cre- 
ating a gliding motion at 
the ankle joint. — 


Start with your hands on 
the wall for balance and 
the toes of one foot on the 


wall with your heel on the 
ground and your knee 
straight 

Bend your knee toward 
the wall until you feel a 
strong. stretch in your 
lower calf and possibly a 
small pinch in the front of 
your ankle, then straight- 
en your knee again. 

No need to hold the end 
position 

1-2 sets of 20x per side. 


Active Hamstring Kicks: 
This exercise works knee 
extension and general hip 
mobility both which are 
important during the 
stride phase of running. 


Start by lying on your 
back with one leg straight 
and the other leg bent 
with your knee pointing 
up to the ceiling with both 
hands wrapped around 
the back of your thigh 

Slowly straighten your 
knee until you feel a 
stretch on the back of 
your tight 

Holding your leg in this 


Your son’s team was in the 
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position pull your toes 
toward your face then 
point them away 

Slowly lower your leg 
back to the starting posi- 
tion. 

Perform 15-20x per side 


Hip Flexor Stretch: This 
is the only static stretch in 
the program. Hip flexor 
flexibility directly related 
to hip extension mobility 


_which is extremely impor- 


tant to the push off por- 
tion of running gait. This 
exercise is a variation to 
-your typical kneeling hip 
flexor stretch that allows 
you to target true hip flex- 
or tightness. 


Starting in a kneeling 
position with one knee up 
and the other down . 

Draw your stomach into 
toward your spine, flatten- 
ing your back, you should 
start to feel a stretch in 


the front of your hip 
Squeeze butt cheeks 
together for deeper 
stretch 


10-15 second hold, 5-10 
times on each side 


At Complete Game 
Physical Therapy we offer 
running gait analysis 
which can help identify 
faults in your form and 
allow you to provide you 
with needed corrective 
exercises. If you are inter- 
ested in a wellness move- 
ment screen or have any 
questions please contact 
us at 978-710-7204 or via 
email at alevanti@com- 
pletegamept.com. 


Pecci takes 
sixth in the 
100 for UML 


The UMass Lowell 
women's track and field 
team capped the first week- 
end of the outdoor season 
with stellar showings at the 


2022 UMass Lowell 
Invitational and Raleigh 
Relays hosted by NC State. 


At home, the River Hawks 
coasted to a commanding 
first-place finish at their 
first home meet of the year 
with 159 points. 

In the women's 100-meter 
hurdles, sophomore 
Alexandria Grasso (North 
Reading, Mass.) and senior 
Kayley Moran 
(Hackettstown, N.J.) went 
two-four for the River 
Hawks off 15.24 and 15.61 
times, respectively. 
Grasso's second-place time 
also marked her fastest 
time as a River Hawk to set 
a personal record. 

Moran also earned third 
in the 400-meter iteration of 
the event after clocking in 
at 1:08.43. 

Keeping with the trend of 
top times in the sprints, 
graduate student Lauren 
Eddy (Grafton, Mass.) and 
seniors Tatum Pecci 
(Tewksbury, Mass.) and 
Schuyler Snay (Amesbury, 
Mass.) all registered top- 
six finishes to bring in 
points for the River Hawks. 
Taking on the 200-meter 
sprint, Eddy and Pecci fin- 
ished in 26.22 and 27.08 to 
take second and _ sixth, 
respectively. Competing in 
the 100 meter, Snay took 
fifth overall off a 13.21 time. 
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Female threatened with pocket knife outside restaurant 


Monday, March 28 


7:49 am - Caller reported 
a white Ford Ranger drove 
erratically at Trahan, tail- 
gating her and giving her 
the finger. Last seen in the 
Trahan School area. Po- 
lice sent. Police searched 
but gone on arrival. 


2:13 pm - Neighboring bu- 
siness reported a noise com- 
plaint at Wamesit Lanes. 
Police sent. Testing was 
being done on the sound 
system and they were 
completed. 


3:54 pm - Officer reported 
an erratic driver that cros- 
sed the yellow line at 
Harffner’s. The caller re- 
ported the driver fell as- 
leep at a red light. Police 
sent. Nicole Salisbury, 24 of 
83 Cambridge Street in 
Burlington, was arrested 
and charged with posses- 
sion class B drugs and pos- 
session class E drugs. 
Stephen Tabaldi, 41 of 85A 
Center Street in Burling- 
ton, was arrested and char- 
ged with OUI drugs, negli- 
gent operation of motor 
vehicle, four counts of pos- 
session class E drugs, and 
possession class B drugs. 


Tuesday, March 29 


GS 


3:16 am - Police checked 
in a suspicious vehicle at 
Blanca Spa. Vehicle belong- 
ed to cleaning crew. 


11:39 am - A 911 hang up 
from Saunders Building 
State Hospital that had no 
answer on call back. Cam- 
pus police notified. 


5:09 pm - Caller reported 
a breaking and entering at 
North Street. Police sent 
and officer filed a report. 


8:28 pm - Caller reported a 


dog left in the vehicle at 


Walmart. The dog was fine 
when she went into the 
store and about twenty 
minutes later when she 
came out the dog appeared 
lethargic. Police sent and 
made contact with the own- 
er. She was going to have 
her son stay with the dog 
until she was done shop- 


ping. 
Wednesday, March 30 


5:35 am - Call for a war- 
rant arrest at Holiday Inn. 
Police sent. Michael Fula, 
37 of 116 Colonial Road in 
Lawrence, was arrested 
and charged with Essex 
superior default, assault 
and battery on police offi- 
cer, resist arrest, and pos- 


session class E drugs. 


11:13 am - Caller reported 
dark colored Envoy with 
paper plates fled his house 
after stealing the catalytic 
converter off of his RV at 
North Street. Last seen 
traveling up North Street. 
Main State Police and New 
Hampshire State Police 
contacted, boys agencies 
stated that temporary 
plates were not registered 
in their system. Officer 
filed a report. 


2:35 pm - Caller reported 
a male party attempted us- 
ing a coat hanger to gain 
entry to a white vehicle at 
Market Basket North. Po- 
lice sent. The male owns 
the vehicle and locked him- 
self out. Party was advised 
to call a tow company. 


Thursday, March 31 


1:05 pm - Animal Control 
out at Shawsheen Street 
with police assisting for a 
removal of a dangerous 
dog who bites. Police re- 
quested backup and a su- 
pervisor. Police sent and 
the animal control filed a 
report. 


1:42 pm - A 911 caller re- 
ported unwanted party at 


Wilmington Police Log 


Fairfield Inn. Police sent. 
Joseph Richards, 34 of Mas- 
sachusetts, was arrested 
and charged with a war- 
rant default from Lowell 
District, a warrant for Ay- 
er District, and a warrant. 


8:34 pm - Employee at 
Holiday Inn reported a 
male guest that was caus- 
ing a disturbance. Police 
sent. John Harrison, 30 of 
12 Maplewood Avenue in 
Selden New York, was ar- 
rested and charged with 
trespassing. Michael Hen- 
na, 30 of 427 Raft Avenue 
in Holbrook,. New York, 
was arrested and charged 
with two counts of assault 
and battery with danger- 
ous weapon to wit door, 
vandalize property, resist 
arrest, disorderly conduct, 
trespassing, and treat to 
commit crime to wit as- 
sault. 


10:43 pm - Caller reported 
she was waiting for to go 
food at Jade East. A fe- 
male nudged her off the 
stool. When caller went 
outside with her food, the 
other female came at her 
with a knife. Caller stated 
the female went around 
the back of the restaurant. 
Officer stopped a vehicle 
that has no female inside. 


Catalytic converters removed from two vehicles 


Friday, March 25: 


1:28 a.m.: Police attemp- 
ted to stop a maroon SUV 
with no rear plate and with 
no lights on in the area of 
West St. The SUV did not 
stop and headed into Read- 
ing. Reading, Woburn and 
State Police were notified. 
The police discovered that 
two catalytic converters 
were removed — one from 
a truck from Newman’s 
Distribution and another 
from Jam Distributors. A 
van registered to Metro 
Group, Inc. was found to 


have two smashed windows. 


10:24 a.m.: A caller re- 
ported a truck was taken 
from K&A Express on In- 
dustrial Way. The caller 
was initially unsure if the 
vehicle had been taken by 
an employee, but went to 
the station to fill out a sto- 
len motor vehicle report 
form. The vehicle was en- 
tered into NCIC and was 
located by Waltham Police. 


1:58 p.m.: A caller from 
the FBI on Progress Way 
reported a person wander- 


ed onto the property and 
wanted him removed. Po- 
lice arrested Ronald J. 
Poole of 85 Bedford St. in 
Burlington for Malicious 
Damage and Breaking & 


Entering; Larceny over 


$1200, Malicious Destruc- 
tion, Receiving Stolen Pro- 
perty and Conspiracy; Lar- 
ceny over $1200 (twice), 
Common Thief, Larceny 
from Building, Larceny un- 
der $1200 and Vandalism of 
Property. 


Saturday, March 26: 
12:30 a.m.: Watertown po- 


Tewksbury Police charge three men 
with trafficking cocaine, fentanyl, and 
numerous firearms charges 


TEWKSBURY — Chief 
Ryan Columbus reports 
that the Tewksbury Po- 
lice Department arrest- 
ed and charged three 
men with trafficking co- 
caine, fentanyl, and with 
numerous firearms char- 
ges Friday with assis- 
tance from law enforce- 
ment partners. 

On Friday, April 1, at ap- 
proximately 4:30 p.m., 


Tewksbury Police detec- 


tives, with assistance 
from the Northeastern 
Massachusetts Law En- 
forcement Council SWAT 
team, executed a search 
warrant at 437 Ames Hill 
Drive. 

The search warrant was 
obtained from Lowell 
District Court as a result 
of a months-long investi- 
gation into narcotics dis- 
tribution in the Ames Hill 
Drive apartments that 
was conducted in collabo- 
ration with the U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Adminis- 
tration and the Middle- 
sex Sheriff's Office. 


During a search of the 
address, detectives alleg- 
edly located approximate- 
ly 923 grams cocaine and 
approximately 96 grams 
fentanyl, as well as three 
handguns, five high-ca- 
pacity magazines, ammu- 
nition, paraphernalia used 
in the packaging and 
cutting of cocaine and 
fentanyl, and approxi- 
mately $5,000 cash. 

Richard Pena, 20, Erady 
Santos, 18, and Christo- 
pher Villar-Peralta, 21, all 
of Lawrence were arrest- 
ed at the scene. 

All three defendants 
will be arraigned in Low- 
ell District Court. 

“These individuals 
placed their neighbors in 
fear and operated a drug 
distribution organization 
as if this was their king- 
dom. They made a mis- 
take thinking they could 
get away with this in 
Tewksbury," said Chief 
Columbus. "I am extreme- 
ly proud of the work of 
our Drug Unit, who ded- 


icated themselves to en- 
sure the residents could 
take back their neigh- 
borhood, and I also want 
to thank the DEA, the 
Middlesex Sheriff's Of- 
fice and the Northeast- 
ern Massachusetts Law 
Enforcement Council for 
their assistance and col- 
laboration." 

"These arrests high- 
light the importance of 
effective collaboration 
across all levels of law 
enforcement and keep 
our cities and towns 
safe," said Middlesex 
Sheriff Peter J. Koutou- 
jian. "The Middlesex 
Sheriff's Office will con- 
tinue to support Tewks- 
bury PD and all our part- 
ners in identifying and 
apprehending those dis- 
tributing drugs, while 
ensuring those residents 
in our communities in 
need of treatment are 
able to receive it.” 

These are allegations. 
All suspects are innocent 
until proven guilty. 


Three students achieve 
academic honors at Hartford 


WEST HARTFORD, CT 
— The University of 
Hartford is pleased to an- 
nounce the students who 
have been named to the 
President's Honors List 
and the Dean's List for 
Fall 2021. 

e Ryan Hughes of 
Tewksbury was named 
to the President's Hon- 
ors List and the Dean's 
List 

¢ Scott Mazzapica of 
Tewksbury was named to 
the President's Honors 
List and the Dean's List 

e Derek Wallace of 


Tewksbury was named 
to the Dean's List 
Spread across seven 
dynamic schools and col- 
leges, the University of 
Hartford has been guid- 
ing the purpose and pas- 
sion of students for over 


six decades. On our 350- 


acre campus alongside 
Connecticut's capital ci- 
ty, approximately 4,000 
undergraduate and 1,900 


graduate students repre- 


senting 49 states and 44 
countries come together 
for a common purpose: to 
collaborate across differ- 


ent disciplines, diversify 
perspectives, and broad- 
en worldviews. We're a 
four-year private univer- 
sity focused on advancing 
the public good through 
meaningful connections 
within our communities. 

Our unique approach to 
comprehensive educa- 
tion gives us the critical 
perspectives that lead to 
impact change, regional- 
ly and beyond. 

Visit hartford.edu for 
more. 


lice reported a male party 
took his brother’s vehicle, a 


‘white 2021 Honda Civic SE, 


without permission and was 
intoxicated. It was believed 
he might be heading home 
to Wilmington. Joshua A. 
Rameriz of 3131 Avalon Dr. 
was arrested for OUI - Li- 
quor, Operation of a Motor 
Vehicle with a Suspended 
License, and Use of a Mo- 
tor Vehicle without Autho- 
rity. The stolen vehicle was 
also involved.in an acci- 
dent involving a deer in 
North Reading. The prison- 
er was bailed. 


5:02 a.m.: Train gates 
were reported down for ap- 
proximately 10 minutes on 
Salem St. MBTA Police and 
Keolis were both notified. 
The Transit Police arrived 
and were handling the inci- 
dent. Keolis was still not on 
scene when police left. 


10:18 p.m.: The manager 
of K-1 Speed on Fordham 
Rd. reported two parties 
were being disruptive and 
refusing to leave. The man- 
ager called back to state 
he checked the property 
and they appeared to have 
left, so no response was 


necessary. 


Sunday, March 27: 


6:41 a.m.: Train gates 
were down for at least 10 
minutes at Milton Way. Ke- 
olis was notified of the 
problem. When a train 
passed, the gates operated 
normally. 


11:12 a.m.: Police receiv- 
ed multiple calls about 
train gates being stuck in 
the down position at Wo- 
burn St. and Quail Run. 
The dispatcher notified 
Keolis, which stated they 
had scheduled mainte- 
nance done there but were 
done for the day. Keolis 
stated they would send a 
worker back over, and 
gates were back up with 
Keolis on the scene. 


4:40 p.m.: A walk-in party 
reported a hit and run at 
the Golden Nozzle Car 
Wash on Main St. The inci- 
dent occurred between a 
gray 2022 Subaru Impreza 
and a red 2020 Subaru Le- 
gacy. One of the parties 
was driving down Main St. 
when the other vehicle 
exited the car wash and 
struck them, leaving their 
license plate in the bum- 
per of the reporting party. 
Woburn Police were noti- 
fied and sent a car to the 
address. 


Monday, March 28: 


6:54 a.m.: A black 2011 
Ford E-Series and a black 


Female suspect now on 
scene at the Jade. Rebecca 
NeGibbon, 37 of 157 Nes- 
mith Street in Lowell, was 
arrested and charged with 
assault with dangerous 
weapon to wit pocket knife. 


Friday, April 1 


2:45 am - Staff at Home 
Depot reported a white 
pickup truck with green 
lettering “Belts” on the 
side was driving around 
the lot and the occupant 
was getting out and looking 
into parked vehicles with 
a flashlight. Police sent. 
They spoke with the male; 
he was contracted by Home 
Depot to pickup scraps 
throughout the parking lot. 


12:18 pm - Police out at 
North Street with suspi- 
cious vehicle parked on the 
side of the road. RO was 
visiting the nurse. 


Saturday, April 2 


2:07 pm - Caller from 
Tomahawk Drive reported 
hearing gun shots coming 
from the wooded area be- 
hind Tomahawk Drive. Po- 
lice sent and the officers 
checked the area; nothing 
was found. 


2:11 pm - Caller from 
Farmer Avenue reported a 
suspicious motor vehicle 
in the area. Police sent. 
Officer checked the area, 
but they were unable to lo- 
cate vehicle. They would 


2016 Toyota Tacoma were 
involved in a minor motor 
vehicle collision with no 
reported injuries. The par- 
ties came to the station to 
exchange paperwork and 
the station officer assisted 
with that exchange. _ 


10:43 a.m.: A homeowner 
on Lawrence St. was ad- 
vised not to feed wildlife 
and was provided with pa- 
perwork explaining why 
they should not. 


11:03 a.m.: Police receiv- . 


ed a traffic complaint re- 
garding a home on the cor- 
ner of Glen Rd. and Brat- 
tle St. A green fence was 
reportedly extending to 
the corner, obscuring the 
view of vehicles attempt- 
ing to turn onto Glen Rd. 
The call was referred to 
the Traffic Division. 


Tuesday, March 29: 


6:13 a.m.: A caller repor- 
ted an erratic operator at 
the Concord St. ramp at I- 
93 Northbound. A black 
Dodge Charger with liv- 
ery plates was swerving 
in and out of traffic, al- 
most hitting several vehi- 
cles. The vehicle exited at 
Concord St., but the caller 
was unsure of the Char- 
ger’s direction. North Read- 
ing Police were also noti- 
fied, but the vehicle was 
gone on arrival. 


7:07 a.m.: Concrete de- 
bris was spilled on the 
road at Middlesex Ave. and 
High St. Benevento Com- 
panies was notified several 
times and promised clean- 
up, however their cleanup 
crew was at a different job. 
The DPW was contacted 
and ultimately cleared the 
road. 


7:15 a.m.: A deceased 
squirrel was removed from 
Middlesex Ave. 


Wednesday, March 30: 


9:06 a.m.: A motor vehi- 
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9:25 pm - Police out at 
Cumberland Farms with a 
party with a possible pa- 
per. Ashley Gorman, 30 of 
23 Randolph Drive in 
Tewksbury, was arrested 
and charged with a war- 
rant for drug possession 
(E, B, and A). 


Sunday, April 3 


5:35 am - Caller reported 
four suspicious juveniles 
in Beech Street and Shaw- 
sheen Street hiding behind 
the telephone poles as he 
drove by. Police sent. Four 
juveniles took off running 
from behind the Heath- 
brook School. Police sent, 
but they were unable to lo- 
cate the juveniles. 


11:54 am - Caller report- 
ed shoplifter in the officer 
at Walmart. David Toro- 
Agudelo, 26 of 177 Merri- 
mack Street in Lowell, 
was arrested and charged 
with a warrant for drug 
possession class B drugs 
and larceny under $1200 


2:58 pm - A walk in party 
reported a black pickup 
truck dumping what ap- 
peared to be appliances 
into the fields of East 
Street and Maple Street. 
Campus PD notified. Po- 
lice sent. Officer spoke 
with a party who was bee- 
keeping. All check out. 


cle collision occurred on 
Nichols St. and Ohio St. 
between a blue 2018 Honda 
CR-V and a pole, causing a 
rollover with unknown in- 
juries. The Fire Depart- 
ment, Reading Light, and 
Verizon were notified, with 
the vehicle being towed. 


3:21 p.m.: Tewksbury Po- 
lice notified their Wilming- 
ton counterparts of a rob- 
bery at Salem 5 bank on 
Main St. by a male party 
who left on foot and was 
believed to be the same as 
a suspect from weeks pri- 
or. Wilmington Police stood 
by at the town line by mon- 
itoring the area and re- 
sponding to nearby alarms. 


Thursday, March 31: 


8:07 a.m.: A cat was stuck 
in a tree overnight on El- 
wood Rd. An Animal Con- 
trol officer was notified 
and went to speak to the 
owner and check on the 
cat. The ACO offered op- 
tions to the owner and was 
to check back around noon. 
The cat was reportedly 
back home. 


10:58 a.m.: A detail offi- 
cer on Burlington Ave. re- 
quested a log entry be 
made regarding a tree 
branch that came out of a 
wood chipper, possibly 
scratching a pickup truck. 
The owner of the white 
2021 Ford F-150 was going 
to try buffing out the 
scratch at home. 


7:23 p.m.: A caller near 
Planet Fitness on Middle- 
sex Ave. reported a group 
of juveniles was harassing 
a homeless male sleeping 
in his vehicle by jumping 
on the vehicle, banging on 
its windows, and record- 
ing him. Police checked 
the area and were unable 


‘to locate the juveniles. 


However, they did speak 
with the male party who 
denied anyone jumped on 
the vehicle. He stated he 
was fine. 
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From 
hiking 
tO Cross- 
country skiing 
to a fully- 
operational 


dairy farm — this 
place offers affordable 


fun for the whole family 


A Plenty of Family fun awaits you 


with animal interactions at 


the on-site petting zoo. 


¥v Great Brook Farm State Park is 
the only Massachusetts State Park 
.g With a working dairy farm on site. 
Free dairy farm tours available 
to the public on weekends. 


(Heather Burns photos) 
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Great Brook Farm State Park 


By HEATHER BURN 
News Correspondent 


S spring tem- 
peratures ar- 
rive, many of 
us turn to the 
outdoors for weekend fa- 
mily entertainment. How- 
ever, it is becoming in- 
creasingly difficult to find 
an outdoor activity that is 
not only affordable, but 
also piques the interest of 
your entire family. This 
can really be a challenge 
for families with a wide 
range of ages and inter- 
ests. 

This weekend, there is 
no need to look any fur- 
ther for a variety of out- 
door fun than Great Brook 
Farm State Park, located 
at 165 North Road in Car- 
lisle, MA. 

Keep in mind that Great 
Brook Farm State Park is 
not your average trail- 
lined, scenic park. Yes, it 
is true that the park 
grounds boast over 20 
miles of hiking trails, of- 
fering hiking, horseback 
riding and mountain bik- 
ing. But this historic park 
is also the only state park 
in Massachusetts that has 
a working dairy farm on 
site. 

The 1000 acres of land 
that is now known as Great 


Aa tg 
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Brook Farm was _ pur- 
chased by the State of Mas- 
sachusetts in 1967. The 
Commonwealth saw the 
value in bringing this aban- 
doned dairy farm back to 
life as a public, educational 
experience to show the 
workings of a real dairy 
farm. 

Because the Common- 
wealth was not interested 
in actually becoming a 
dairy farmer, the state put 
out a public ad in search 
of someone to lease and 
run the dairy farm. The 
call was answered by 
Mark Duffy, his wife Tam- 
ma, and their three chil- 


en. 

The Duffy family contin- 
ues today to successfully 
run the dairy farm, in fact 
becoming the first dairy 
farm in Massachusetts to 
install robotic milkers. 
The installation of the 
milkers has allowed the 
Duffy family more time to 
focus on the caring of the 
cows as well as promoting 
their work within the 
community. 

Dairy farm, tours are of- 


WOW ean. f 
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fered to the public for free 
as part of the state park 
experience. Tours offer a 
look at the day to day op- 
erations of a dairy farm, 
close up viewing of the 
cows, and on occasion, 
the witnessing of the birth 
of a baby calf. There is al- 
so plenty of dairy educa- 
tion and fun facts offered 
during the tours. 

After your introduction 
to the over 130 cows that 
reside at the farm, stop in 
and visit the on-site pet- 
ting zoo where you will be 
greeted by friendly goats, 
sheep, chickens and ducks. 

In addition to the farm, 
the Duffy family also oper- 
ates an ice cream stand 
that is open from April 
through October, featuring 
60 flavors of ice cream, 
frozen yogurt, sherbet, and 
sorbet. 

Besides the hiking trails 
and dairy farm, there are 
also historic nuances to 
this state park. On the 
grounds, one can view sev- 
eral notable Native Ameri- 


can sites and 17th century 
cellar holes left by English 
settlers. 

During the winter months, 
visit the Great Brook Ski 
Touring Center located on 
the park grounds. Open 
from December to March, 
the Ski Center offers 
groomed cross country 
ski trails, and ski and 
snowshoe rentals. 

Summer months offer 
the addition of water ac- 
tivities such as canoeing, 
kayaking and fishing. 

Great Brook Farm State 
Park is open daily from 
sunrise to sunset. Dairy 
farm tours are offered all 
day long on the weekends, 
and. by appointment dur- 
ing weekdays. 

Admission is free, but 
there is a parking fee of 
$3.00. 

The next time you are in 
need of a weekend activi- 
ty that will please your 
whole family, take a ride 
to the nearby Great Brook 
Farm State Park. 

Offering hiking, biking, 
water sports, animals, edu- 
cation and history (and 
don’t forget ice cream), 
this Massachusetts State 
Park truly has. something 
for everyone. 

For more information 
on activities and events 
at Great Brook Farm 
State Park, visit www. 
mass. gov/locations/great- 
brook-farm-state-park. 


Oscar-Winner ‘CODA celebrates North Shore 


B SALYN IMPINK 
News Correspondent 


If you tuned in to the Os- 
cars last week, you might 
have noticed Gloucester, 
Massachusetts received 
several mentions during 
the evening’s ceremony. 


The city served as both the - 


fictional setting and real- 
life filming location for 
“CODA,” which took home 
the Academy’s top prize. 
Along with an underdog 
Best Picture win, the film 
also earned awards for 
Best Adapted Screenplay 
and Best Supporting Actor. 
The movie highlights the 
lives of fishermen on the 
North Shore, and used sev- 
eral Cape Ann locations as 
the backdrop of its story. 
“CODA” follows a Glou- 
cester fishing family strug- 
gling to stay afloat as cli- 
mate change threatens 
local fisheries. The family 
is Deaf, except for one hear- 
ing daughter who strug- 
gles between her role as 
her family’s interpreter 
and her dream to go to 
music school. The film’s 
title is an acronym for 
“child of deaf adults,” but 
the double entendre also 
refers to the Italian word 
coda, or the ending pas- 
sage of a piece of music. 
40% of the script is por- 
trayed in American Sign 
Language and stars a pre- 
dominantly Deaf cast. The 


film features performanc- 
es from Marlee Matlin — 
thirty-five years after her 
role in “Children of a Les- 
ser God” made her the 
first Deaf actor to be nom- 


‘inated for and win an Aca- 


demy Award — and Troy 
Kotsur, who last week won 
the Oscar for Best Support- 


ing Actor, making him- 


only the second Deaf actor 
to win an Academy Award. 

The film’s director Sian 
Heder, a Cambridge na- 
tive and graduate of Cam- 
bridge Rindge and Latin, 
grew up visiting Glouces- 
ter and chose it as the set- 
ting for her film. Filming 
took place in Gloucester, 
Rockport, and Beverly, 
which lent authenticity to 
the portrayal of the fish- 
ing community. Heder 
worked with North Shore 


fishermen to understand 


the fishing process, and 
the cast rehearsed on real 
Cape Ann fishing boats 
for two weeks. Mostly de- 
cent Boston accents abound 
in the film, as do Subarus, 
the unofficial official car 
of New England. 

Two of the major themes 
of “CODA” — fishing and 
music — are perfectly 
suited to its North Shore 
location, which has a 
thriving arts community. 
Beverly’s former Briscoe 
Middle School is trans- 
formed into Gloucester 
High School in the film; 
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while the school is cur- 
rently shuttered, the his- 
toric building is slated to 
be adapted into a mixed- 
use project for affordable 
housing designed for sen- 
ior citizens and artists. 
The school’s theater will 
also be preserved as a 
performing arts space. 
Other real-life locales 
feature in the film, includ- 
ing Pratty’s CAV Bar and 
the Seaport Grille, and 
filming took place at Hen- 
ry’s Fine Foods in Bever- 
ly. Rockport’s Steel Derrick 
Quarry is an important 
setting as characters take 
a leap of faith — literally 
jumping off a cliff. The 
former granite quarry is 
privately owned and film- 
makers received special 
permission to use the site. 
However, if you’d like to 
test your own nerves, visit 
nearby Little Parker Pit 
and cool down on a hot 
day. For those more in- 
clined to observe than 
swim, the quarry at Hali- 
but Point State Park offers 
stunning ocean views and 
massive tumbles of gran- 


ite blocks right out to sea. 


Rockport’s Shalin Liu 
Performance Center serves 
as an important setting in 
the film’s penultimate mo- 
ments. The 330-seat concert 
hall is the crown jewel 
of Rockport’s downtown, 


ed by its namesake Shalin 
Liu, a Taiwanese-American 
philanthropist with a pas- 
sion for music education. 
The hall is a convincing 
stand-in for Boston’s Berk- 
lee College of Music, but 
look closely at the wooden 
panels in the background 
— they open not onto 
Boylston Street, but direct- 
ly to the Atlantic Ocean. 


The venue was designed to 
invoke the North Shore’s 
natural beauty, from soar- 
ing beams that resemble 
ship rigging to stone walls 
that recall the region’s 
granite history. With world- 
class acoustic engineering 
and a stunning floor-to-ceil- 
ing window view looking 
onto Rockport Harbor be- 
hind the stage, the hall 
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makes for spectacular 
evening concerts that draw 
artists of all genres from 
across the world. 

Make your plans now to 
visit these “CODA” film- 
ing locations - movie 
lovers will surely be flock- 
ing to the North Shore this 
summer to explore the 
home of this year’s Best 
Picture. 


A "The Shalin Liu Performance Center in Rockport was a pivotal location in the 


made possible through a $3 Oscar-winning movie "CODA," which took home the top prize for Best Picture at 
million endowment donat- last week's ceremony." Photo courtesy of Rockport Music, Inc. 
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Area officials rebelling against new 
‘MBTA Communities’ mandate 


By PATRICK BLAIS 


As Woburn officials threaten to ignore the 
new mandate entirely, municipal leaders in 
Reading, Burlington and Stoneham also re- 
cently denounced a new state law that will 
result in the construction of thousands of 
new apartments across the region. 

By far taking the most aggressive pos- 
ture so far in regards to the state’s proposed 
“MBTA Communities” regulations, Woburn 
Mayor Scott Galvin and the City Council this 
month warned the community won’t comply 
with the current version of so-called “hous- 
ing choice” regs being contemplated by the 
Mass. Executive Office for Housing and 
Economic Development (EOHED). 

According to Galvin and local Planning 
Director Tina Cassidy, local officials believe 
the draft MBTA Communities “guidelines” - 
which would require Woburn to allow for the 
by-right construction of some 3,500 new 
multi-family housing units - threaten the 
very character of the city. 

“There was not a single [City Councilor] 
who expressed interest in trying to comply 
with the law; none whatsoever,” Cassidy em- 
phasized during a Planning Board meeting 
in City Hall late last month. ; 

“The [council] is disappointed, as are the 
mayor and I, that the law as drafted at the 
moment gives no recognition to communi- 
ties like Woburn that have done an incredi- 
ble job in creating new housing of all kinds,” 
added the Woburn official. 
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Also discussing the MBTA Communities 


initiative during a Town Hall gathering in 
late March, Reading’s Select Board simi- 
larly rebelled against the proposed mandate, 
which as presented will require the town to 
allow for the construction of just shy of 2,000 
new multi-family housing units within a half- 
mile of the community’s downtown com- 
muter-rail station. 

“Who came up with this? I don’t know 
why we’re even discussing something [like 
this]. It just seems absurd, ” an incredulous 
Select Board member Christopher Haley 
said of the mandate. 

“Our comments are being echoed by 
many other communities,” Reading Com- 
munity Development Director Julie Mercier 
later assured the board. “Our comments are 
right in line with what other communities 
are saying. The pushback on the things 
we’re looking to change are pretty consis- 
tent.” 

The regional revolt against the MBTA 
Communities initiative is taking place in 
Town Halls across The Middlesex East’s 
coverage area as the state housing agency 
looks to institute by this summer a final set 
of regulations that codify municipal obliga- 
tions under a zoning reform and economic 
development bill passed by the state legisla- 
ture and signed by Governor Baker. 

Communities had a March 31 deadline 
for submitting initial comments onthe draft 
guidelines. 

If left unchanged, the new mandate 
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‘Morbius’? More like moribund. This is just batty. 


By MARK KENNEDY 
AP Entertainment Writer 


The latest hero from 
Marvel is hard to explain. 
He's a man and yet also a 
bat. No, not Batman. Let 
me try again: He's a day- 
walking vampire, but, no, 
not that cool cat Blade. This 
guy is good but also very 
bad. Look, he's clearly got 
an identity crisis and his 
film is equally in trouble. 

"Morbius" is a forget- 
table, often laughable, entry 
in Sony's attempt to fill its 
own Spider-Man-adjacent 
cinematic universe, a poorly 
edited, derivative time suck 
— pun intended. 

It wastes the consider- 
able talents of Jared Leto, 
who is often left here look- 
ing like the snarling lead 
singer of a death metal 
band. So confused is the 
film's execution that it more 
closely resembles a horror 
movie than a superhero 
flick. 

Leto stars as Dr. Michael 
Morbius, a frail, brilliant 
and wealthy biochemist 
with a rare blood disease 
whose desperate search for 
a cure leads to a serum that 
makes him strong but also 


MBIA 


turns him into a vampire 
with a thirst for blood. 
After a hit of serum, he 
goes from needing crutches 
to swinging midair on pipes 
like an Olympic athlete. "I 
don't know what I'm capa- 
ble of," he says. One down- 
side: He has to. chug blood 
bags, so there's that. He 
also seems to be able to turn 
into a bat and fly but why he 
hasn't flapped his way out of 
this filrh is unfathomable. 
The filmmakers — direc- 


tor Daniel Espinosa, hob-. 


bled by a meandering script 
from Matt Sazama and 
Burk Sharpless — simply do 
not know what to do with 
this creature once they've 
given us his backstory. They 
throw in a rivalry with his 
best friend (Matt Smith) 
and a love interest (Adria 
Arjona) hoping to reach 
something Shakespearian, 
but they're treading water. 

Instead of a seamless, 
tight visual style, we are 
given jiggly camerawork 
and a buffet of previous 
films — "The Matrix," 
"American Psycho," "The 
Usual Suspects" and "An 
American Werewolf in Lon- 
don." Typical Marvel vio- 
lence is unleashed, 
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including so much muscle 
that our hero smashes 
though New York City con- 
crete streets to the subway 
system below. 

What's astonishing is 
that despite a whole movie, 
we know very little about 
Morbius. He is so principled 
that he turns down a Nobel 
Prize but perfectly OK 
slaughtering henchmen. He 
makes delicate origami ani- 
mals for sick kids and, de- 
spite having oodles of cash 
from inventing artificial 
blood, wears a cheap Casio 
watch. At one point, Mor- 
bius loses focus as the main 
guy when Smith's rival 
character hijacks the film 
entirely. 

The special effects team 
work overtime to give Leto, 
unfortunately wearing a 
messy manbun throughout 
the film, a sort of bat-ness 
— his pupils cloud and his 
ear hairs vibrate like he's 
using sonar. His skin will 
suddenly stretch over bone 
and he snarls a lot, too. For 
some reason, whenever he 
leaps, he is enveloped by a 
viscous cloud. He can also 
slo-mo and duck bullets and 
the action sequences build 


to moments when every- 


for 2,086 new housing units; 
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SEARCHING FOR A CURE - Jared Leto, above, in a scene from "Mor- 
bius" from Sony Pictures. The film more closely resembles a horror movie 


than a superhero flick. 


thing is suddenly stylisti- 
cally still and quiet, like in- 
side a hurricane's eye. 

"It's a curse," Leto de- 
clares at one point and you 
wonder if maybe he's talk- 
ing about the role and its 
place in his career. But he'll 
be fine. He just has to ignore 
moments like when Morbius 
is chained to a desk in a po- 
lice department's interview 
room and says: "I'm start- 
ing to get hungry and you 


¢ The Town of Wilmington, classified as an MBTA bus 


(Jay Maidment/Sony Pictures via AP) 


don't want to see me when 
I'm hungry." 

There will be a lot of de- 
bate over where "Morbius" 
sits in the Marvel canon. 
There are clues that he has 
a future fighting Spider-Man 
but maybe the best thing for 
our vampire anti-hero is just 
to ignore him or swat at him 
like a wayward bat. 

"Morbius," a Sony Pic- 
tures release slated for the- 
aters Friday, is rated PG-13 


for "intense sequences of vi- 
olence, some frightening im- 
ages, and brief strong 
language." Running time: 
104 minutes. One star out of 
four.__ 

MPAA Definition of PG- 
13: Parents strongly cau- 
tioned. Some material may 
be inappropriate for chil- 
dren under 13. 


community will likely have a much easier time than neigh- 
bors in responding to the housing regs. 


would require Stoneham, Reading, and Woburn to establish 
new zoning districts, each consisting of at least 50-acres of 
land, where a combined 7,530 new apartments and other 
multi-family housing complexes can be erected as a mat- 
ter-of-right. : 

Though leaders in Woburn, Stoneham, and Reading have 
recently been at the forefront in criticizing the new man- 
date, officials say they are hardly alone in lodging formal 
protests with EOHED before last month’s comment dead- 
line. 

Under the draft regulations, some 175 communities 
across the state that receive direct MBTA services - or abut 
a municipality with a bus, subway, or commuter rail stop - 
will be required to amend zoning bylaws to let developers 
construct multi-family housing developments with a density 
of at least 15-units per acre. 

Besides agreeing to set aside at least 50-acres of land for 
such by-right projects, communities will also reportedly 
have to meet a “minimum district unit capacity” that is 
»sbased upon the total number of housing units in each city 
and town and the type of MBTA services available to area 
» residents. . 

As proposed, the rules would require communities within 
the Middlesex East region to sanction the potential con- 
struction of some 17,132 housing units. A breakdown of 
those MBTA service designations and unit thresholds is as 
follows: 


community, would need to allow for 1,664 new multi-family 
units; 

¢ Tewksbury, defined as a rare MBTA adjacent commu- 
nity with no existing public transportation services in town, 
would need to zone for 1,214 new units; 

¢ Wakefield, labeled an MTBA bus community, would 
have to allow for 2,261 new housing units; 

¢ and North Reading, with no in-town MBTA services, 
would need to allow for a minimum of 750 new multi-family 
housing units. 


According to many housing advocates the language in- 
cluded in the economic development bill is intended to in- 
crease housing supply in response to what many are calling 
“a housing crisis.” As regional rents have more than dou- 
bled in the past decade and the cost to purchase a home in 
the area has exploded. The average price of a home in Mas- 
sachusetts in April of 2012 was $302,000 while today that 
number sits at $556,000. 

The cost to buy a home in Woburn in 2012 was $344,000 
and in February of this year was $649,000 

The cost to buy a home in Reading in 2012 was $430,000 
and in February of this year was $771,000 

The cost to buy a home in Stoneham in 2012 was $374,000 
and in February of this year was $695,000 

Housing advocates also argue that greater supply will 
help tap the breaks on run away increases in home prices 


¢ Winchester, dubbed a bus community despite the 


MBTA’s Wedgemere Station stop on the commuter rail, is 
being asked to allow for 1,627 new multi-family units; 

¢ Burlington, defined as an MBTA bus community, will 
be required to establish a by-right zoning district with room 
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as well as rents. 


Relief mechanisms 
Though hardly delighted by the proposed regs, Stoneham 
Planning Director Erin Wortman recently suggested the 


Pronevitz (above) will have a dozen photographic prints 
on display at the Lucius Beebe Memorial Library in Wakefield in this month. 


(Courtesy photo) 


Lynnfield Art Guild announces 
photographer Greg Pronevitz 
as April's featured artist 


LYNNFIELD - The Lyn- 
nfield Art Guild (LAG) is 
proud to announce that 
local photographer and 
member Greg Pronevitz is 
the featured artist for six 
weeks beginning March 28, 
2022, in LAG’s website 
www.lynnfieldarts.org. 

His photographs can be 
viewed under members’ art 
at the LAG website for the 
next six weeks. See also 
www.lynnfieldarts.org/ 
greg-pronevitz. 

Greg dabbled in photog- 
raphy for many years be- 
fore getting his first digital 
camera upon his 50th birth- 
day as a present from his 
siblings. An avid birder, the 


artist attempted to photo- 
graph birds and their activ- 
ities, but found it too 
difficult to focus a point- 
and-shoot camera. So, he 
invested in a DSLR (digital 
single lens reflex) camera 
with more precise focusing 
capability, became serious, 
and started shooting often. 
He joined the Greater Lynn 
Photographic Association 
(GLPA) and was inspired 
by the informative presen- 
tations by club members 
and invited guests. 

Over the years as Greg 
developed his skills, his 
goals as a photographer 
also evolved. Now he seeks 
to capture unique scenes or 
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perspectives that stand out 
from the everyday look. 
This goal often means visit- 
ing the same venues repeat- 
edly to take advantage of 
the light and weather. An 
early riser, the photogra- 
pher is particularly drawn 
to scenic and macro sub- 
jects in the soft, beautiful 
light of dawn. 

The artist joined LAG 
when he left full-time em- 
ployment after a 40-year ca- 
reer as a librarian. He says, 
“LAG has provided many 
opportunities to share my 
work and learn from other 
artists in the community. I 
am one of the Guild’s volun- 
teer webmasters. In recent 


A 


years I’ve also been taking 
acrylic painting lessons, 
often creating works based 
on my photographs.” 

Mr. Pronevitz earned a 
BA in Russian language 
and literature at SUNY Al- 
bany and an MA in library 
science. With a career of 
working at not-for-profit 
corporations that provide 
services to libraries, the 
artist moved to Massachu- 
setts in 1998 to lead a local 
not-for-profit serving _ li- 
braries on the North Shore 
and ultimately became the 
executive director of the 
Massachusetts Library Sys- 
tem. In addition to his pho- 
tography, Greg continues as 


Specifically, under another proposed clause included in 
the EOHED regs, communities with bus, subway, or com- 
muter-rail stations would be required to designate their new 
by-right multi-family housing districts on land situated 
within a half-mile of those MBTA locations. 

Because Stoneham has no such central depot - just one 
MBTA bus line travels through the town - the community is 
free to create its 50-acre obligation within any single loca- 
tion or combination of land areas. Already, at least one 
landowner has proposed that a portion of that minimum 
acreage be set aside on the southern edge of town by Fallon 
Road, where a number of heavily wooded and largely un- 
derdeveloped commercial sites are situated by the I-93 and 
the Winchester line. 

According to Wortman, if that space is combined with 
land bordering Route 28 and I-95, the town should be in com- 
pliance with the MBTA Communities initiative. 

“I think Stoneham is set-up well for this legislation. I 
think we can be smart about this and have a good conver- 
sation,” the planning director told the town’s Select Board 
during a public hearing last month. “If you look at our com- 
mercial corridors that don’t have any multi-family housing 
today, you can allow mixed-use housing and [have that 
acreage count towards] being in compliance.” 

Forced to set aside by-right housing districts within a 
much smaller footprint by the town’s MBTA commuter-rail 
station off of High Street, Reading would need to rezone a 
large section of Reading Center to allow for multi-family 
housing. ; 

And though Reading has already established a 40R or 
smart-growth district within that portion of town, that ap- 
proximate 48-acre zoning district is not sufficient to meet 
the new state standards. 

“We would have a pretty significant shortfall. We’re re- 
ally not in striking distance [by maximizing the unit density 
allowed in the smart growth district],” warned Mercier. 
“Our existing zoning cannot accommodate all 2,000 units.” 

Facing similar geographic constraints regarding parcels 
situated within a half-mile Anderson Regional Transporta- 
tion Center, Woburn’s mayor contends that the city is in ef- 
fect being penalized for targeting its busy Commerce Way 
corridor for housing developments over the past decade. 

Galvin and other Woburn officials have also. recently 
complained that the state law ignores the city’s recent 
progress in encouraging the creation of more affordable 
housing inventory. : 

“The intent of the law is to spur multi-family housing in 
all communities that have or benefit from MBTA service. 
Respectfully, it is my opinion that Woburn has already more 


’ than done its part in that regards,” a frustrated Galvin 


vented in a Feb. 10 memo to the City Council. 

“Roughly, 2,400 housing units have been approved for 
construction in various locations across the City in just the 
last seven or so years, with more than 1,500 of those units 
located within a half mile of the Anderson/Woburn station. 
None of the production ‘counts’ under the new law,” he fur- 
ther explained. 

According to Woburn and Reading critics of the new law, 
EQOHED officials should amend its draft version of the reg- 
ulations to include a mechanism that recognizes recent ap- 
provals of multi-family housing around MBTA hubs. 

Along similar lines, various municipal officials believe 
that communities that have meet the state’s Chapter 40B or 
affordable housing mandates should similarly be granted 
some relief. 

In recent weeks, says Reading Town Manager Fidel Mal- 
tez, he has joined with local officials from Woburn and 
Burlington in lobbying state legislators for changes to the 
proposed regulatory structure. 

“I had a meeting with our [Beacon Hill] delegation last 
Monday and this is a hot issue for Woburn and Burlington 
too,” Maltez explained during a recent Town Hall meeting. 
“At this point, we should continue to [look at how we can 
comply with the regs] while pushing our legislators to tell 
the state to be more fair to communities.” 


macro photos) on display at 
the Lucius Beebe Memorial 
Library in Wakefield in April 
2022. 

See the artist’s website: 
https://www.gregpimages. 
com. He can be reached at 
gregpimages@gmail.com. 


a, consultant assisting li- 
braries with strategic plan- 
ning and volunteers at the 
Peabody public library lead- 
ing a conversation circle for 
English-as-a-second-lan- 
guage learners. 

He will have a dozen pho- 
tographic prints (chiefly 
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e Real Estate Transfers ¢ 


BURLINGTON 


56 7 Springs Ln #F was 


sold to Chang, Yong B and 
Chang, Chang J by Mimi 
nos, Mark and Aaiieinos. 
Sandra for $1,000,000 on 
03/18/22 

61 Bedford St was sold to 
61 Bedford Street LLC by 
Vanstry, Michael G and Hol- 
land-Vanstry, Joanne for 
$1,550,000 on 03/15/22 

99 Cambridge St was sold 
to Ye & Zheng FT and Ye, 
Wan F by Tyler John Prop- 
erties LL’ for $1,440,000 on 
03/15/22 

5 Glenwood St was sold to 
Mcnamara Jr, Thomas by 
Nestor Sr, Michael for 
$58,786 on 03/16/22 

11 Newbridge Ave was sold 
to Wilkins, Derek and 
Dutra, Lissa by Yanez, An- 
drea C for $735,000 on 
03/15/22 


LYNNFIELD 


60 Summer St was sold to 
Grebonval, Sebastien and 
Nu, Linh T by 60 Summer 
Street LLC for $1,413,000 on 
03/16/22 


NORTH READING 
3 Greenbriar Dr #302 was 


sold to Prescott St Invs LLC 
by Shrestha, Bibesh and 


Shrestha, Anjana for 
$310,000 on 03/16/22 

36 Main St #6 was sold to 
Mileris, John by 


Morrison, Mark D and US 
Bank NA for $145,000 on 
03/14/22 

16 North St was sold to Af- 
fordable Contractors by 
Daly, Stephen J and Daly, 
Leslie A for $500,000 on 
03/15/22: 

84 North St was sold to 
Lacey, Taylor M and Lacey, 
Alycia M by Mcdermott, 
Ryan and Mcdermott, Katy 
L for $725,000 on 03/16/22 

41 Nutter Rd was sold to 
Weng, Dan and Xu, Yong Q 
by Gilbert, Brian M and 
Gilbert, Amanda E for 
$783,000 on 03/15/22 

li Shay Ln was sold to 
Girouard, Eric L and 
Girouard, Sarah by 383 Park 
Street LLC for $1,380,000 on 
03/16/22 


READING 


2 Cedar St was sold to 
Patel, Maitri and Shah, 
Nimish by Golden RT and 
Goldberg, Debra A for 
$1,775,000 on 03/18/22 

5 Center Ave was sold to 
Gagliardi, Heather C by 
Gillette, Evy M for $450,000 
on 03/14/22 

269 Main St #2004 was sold 
to Chen, Shaojia and Jing, 
Ran by 269 Main Street LLC 
for $612,000 on 03/18/22 

460 Pearl St was sold to 
Borawski, Michael J and 
Borawski, Jeanne M by 
CJM Builders Inc for 


$1,600,000 on 03/18/22 
17 Pierce St #17 was sold to 
Driscoll, Holly by 


Beauregard Est Planning 
and Beauregard, Charles R 
for $557,000 on 03/17/22 


STONEHAM 


85 Central St was sold to 
Sanco Builders LLC by 
Soares, Manuel T for 
$475,000 on 03/14/22 

8 Gould St was sold to 
Kaur, Manjit and Singh, 
Baljit by Zoll Realty 
LLC for $765,000 on 03/14/22 

178 Hancock St was sold to 
Keaveny, Jeremy M and 
Welch, Megan by Arria Jr, 
Thomas for $605,000 on 
03/18/22 

4 Sheffield Rd was sold to 
Jones, Kenlyn D and Jones, 
Matthew K by 4 Sheffield 
Road LLC for $775,000 on 
03/16/22 


TEWKSBURY 


58 Beech St was sold to 
Belanger, Steven P and Be- 
langer, Danielle V_ by 
Kerble, Jonathan S_ for 
$831,000 on 03/16/22 

118 Beech St was sold to 8 
Lowell Road LIC by 
Kevin Daniel Flynn RET 
and Flynn, Jackson for 


$260,000 on 03/15/22 
60 Cobbett St was sold to 
Schiavo, John R_ by 


Malstrom, Scott and Mal- 
strom, Greta for $800,000 on 
03/18/22 

10 Dolores Dr #10 was sold 
to John & Laurie Allen RET 
and Allen, John by Dawson, 
Vernicia for $620,000 on 
03/18/22 

20 Emily Rd was sold to 
Cheang, Wai I and Dick, 
Joshua D by Rocklein, Alex 
S and Rocklein, Abigail K 
for $645,000 on 03/16/22 

1830 Main St #14 was sold 
to H A Monroe Beaverstock 
RT and Monroe-Beaver- 
stock, Ann by Regan, Julie 
for $352,000 on 03/18/22 

440 Shawsheen St was sold 
to Vo, Cong T by Springwell 
Properties LL for $535,000 
on 03/17/22 

527 Shawsheen St was sold 
to Fowler, Peter by 
Thornton, Kristen M for 
$299,900 on 03/16/22 


WAKEFIELD 


19 Armory St #3 was sold 
to Niden, George W and Li, 
Wenjie by Austin Properties 
LLC for $548,000 on 03/16/22 

15 Cedar St was sold to 
Germain, Alexander S and 
Germain, Carly M by Judith 
A Wallace T and Wallace, 
Judith A for $661,000 on 
03/17/22 

19 Centre St was sold to 
WSMG LLC by DL Proper- 
ties LLC for $815,000 on 
03/16/22 

974 Main St #38 was sold to 
Karter, Kimberly and Rus- 
sell, Drew by Kent, Lauren 


for $535,000 on 03/18/22 
_ 17 North Ave #403 was 
sold to Shah, Harit and 
Trivedi, Shreya by Pelle- 
grino, Ferdinand M and Pel- 
legrino, Antoinette L for 
$675,000 on 03/18/22 

90 Parker Rd was sold to 
Levine, Jason and Levine, 
Emily b Shrestha, Guinness 
and Rijal, Shristi for 
$877,000 on 03/16/22 

19 Stark Ave was sold to 
White, Jill E and White, 


- William S by 19 Stark Av- 


enue T and Zimon, Debroah 
P for $550,000 on 03/14/22 

234 Water St #205 was sold 
to Napolitano, Andrew by 
Borodkin, Vitaly and Mac- 
donald, Amy for $360,000 on 
03/16/22 


WILMINGTON 


8 Ella Ave was sold to 
Magliozzi, Ronald L and 
Magliozzi, Kathleen J by 
Growing Edge Prop LLC for 
$975,000 on 03/15/22 

26 Green Meadow Dr was 
sold to Pourshadi, Reza and 
Minich, Karen M by North- 
eastern Dev Corp for 
$1,150,000 on 03/15/22 

124 Marion St was sold to 
Rajendran, Abhishek and 
Govindan, Vidhya by Long, 


William J and Long, Mau- ~ 


reen A for $833,000 on 
03/14/22 

13-A Parker St was sold to 
Conway-Messina, Cameron 
by Mckay-Stapleton, K J for 
$600,000 on 03/16/22 

195 Salem St #1104 was 
sold to Clark, Douglas B and 
Clark, Lucille by Kludjian 


FT and Kludjian, Dana J for 


$494,900 on 03/18/22 
WINCHESTER 


59 Bacon St was sold to Ju- 
niper Tree T and Murray, 
Robert W by Emily A 
Stanziani T and Stephens, 
Margaret L for $1,275,000 on 
03/18/22 

42 Cabot St was sold to 
Mannion, Christopher and 
Buckbee, Eleanora by 
Howard Jr, James and 
Howard, Anne for 
$3,000,000 on 03/15/22 

6 Central St was sold to 
Besse, Eric and Giraud, 
Luce by Chakrabarti, Anjan 
and Chakrabarti, Alana for 
$2,102,000 on 03/18/22 

19 Columbus Rd was sold 
to Kelley, Brianna L 
by Kelley INT and Kelley, 
Stephen M for $700,000 on 
03/16/22 

200 Swanton St #318 was 
sold to Li, Jingyan by 
Errico, David P for $330,000 
on 03/15/22 


WOBURN 


256 Cambridge Rd was 
sold to Treetop Investments 
LLC by Stirling, John R and 
Wilmington Svgs Fund Soc 
for $366,000 on 03/14/22 

36 Campbell St was sold to 
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the table. 
STEPS 


1. Heat oven to 350°F. 
Generously spray 12-cup 
fluted tube cake pan with 
baking spray with flour. In 
small bowl, place blueber- 
ries. Remove 1 tablespoon 
dry cake mix; sprinkle over 
berries, and toss to coat. Set 
aside. 


2. In large bowl, place 
remaining cake mix, cream 
cheese, lemon peel, poppy 
seed, water, 1/4 cup lemon 
juice and eggs. Beat with 
electric mixer on medium 
speed 2 minutes, scraping 
bowl occasionally. Stir in 
coated blueberries and any 
remaining dry-cake mix. 
Pour into pan. 


3. Bake 38 to 43 minutes 
or until toothpick inserted 
in center comes out clean. 
Remove from oven. Let 
stand 20 minutes; remove 
from pan to cooling rack. 
Cool completely, about 1 
hour. 


4, Transfer cake to serv- 
ing platter. In small bowl, 
beat powdered sugar and 2 
tablespoons lemon juice 
with spoon until smooth 
and spreadable. If too stiff 


Pena, Amanda and Farah, 
Jamie by Brown, Sally for 
$550,000 on 03/16/22 

5 Clark St was sold to 
Jean-Baptiste, Fadeline and 
Semexant, Jorel by Tucci, 
Daniel J and Tucci, Emily E 
for $850,000 on 03/18/22 

38 Day Cir was sold to 
Regan, Emma and Regan, 
David J by Araniz, Daniel O 
and Araniz, Rochelly F for 


Monday, April 11, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at Wakefield Boys & Girls Club 


Writers and Illustrators | Meet & Greet 


WAKEFIELD - The Room to 


HomeNewsHere 


RECIPE 


PIECE OF CAKE - This perfect springtime 
celebration cake is as pretty as it is easy. 
Lemon poppy seed cake bursting with fresh 
blueberries gets a lemony powdered sugar 
glaze. Whether for Easter, Mother’s Day, or any 
spring celebration, it’s a welcome addition to 
(Courtesy photo) 


to spread, add additional 
lemon juice, 1 teaspoon at a 
time. Spread over cake. 
Store loosely covered at 
room temperature. 


TIPS FROM 
THE EXPERTS 


Using baking spray with 
flour is a much easier 
greasing method when 
coating Bundt pans. You 
could also use shortening 
plus flour but it can be 
tricky (and messy) making 
sure every little corner is 
greased. Spraying is an 
easy way to make sure 
everything is covered. 

Make sure your bundt 
pan its well sprayed, but not 
so much that it pools in the 
bottom of the pan. If that 
happens, wipe out the ex- 
cess since this could bake 
into the batter and cause an 
unattractive crumb. 

We know it’s hard, but 
do your best to wait the 
specified time before turn- 


$600,000 on 03/15/22 
2 Inwood Dr #1007 was sold 
to Ye, Junxiong and Liu, 


. Yuxi by 3 T Realty Corp for 
- $629,000 on 03/18/22 


142 Montvale Ave was sold 
to Messplay, Daniel G and 
Lafleur-Bentley, Abigail by 
Mountcastle-Adams, Donna 
and Adams, Peter for 
$730,000 on 03/16/22 

80 N Warren St #32 was 


BLUEBERRY- LEMON 
Poppy SEED 
BUNDT CAKE 


mon juice 


ing the cake out. It needs 
that much time to cool and 
be sturdy enough to hold its 
shape when tipped out of 
the bundt pan. 

If cake does not easily 
release from the pan, tip it 
back over and let sit a few 
minutes longer. Use a long 
thin spatula to help loosen 
sides to help it remove. 
(Don’t forget to loosen 
around the center tube 
too!) Tip it over and give it 
several hard raps on the 
bottom. 

Dusting fruit with a little 
flour from the recipe (or 
cake mix as we do in this 
recipe) helps prevent the 
fruit from sinking to the 
bottom of the cake. 

When pouring batter 
into the pan, make sure to 
spread it evenly. Especially 
with scratch recipes, rap 
the pan several times on the 
counter before baking to 
help eliminate air bubbles 
from batter. 

Choose a frosting that 
compliments the cake since 
you don’t want something 
too heavy or overwhelming. 
Bundts typically only need 
a glaze, thin ganache or 
powdered sugar to finish 
it off. 


sold to Zizzo, Paul J and 
Parenteau, Madison by 
Goodrich David P Est and 
Leclerc, Katie for $291,000 on 
03/14/22 

123 School St was sold to 
Jacobs, Herbert and Jacobs, 
Jessica by Banda, Angelee 
D and Deutsche Bank Natl 
T Co for $433,000 on 03/14/22 


BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS 
OF STONEHAM & WAKEFIELD 


The Room 


Write is going back to its roots! In 
February 2017 The Room to Write 
hosted its first-ever Writers and II- 
lustrators Meet & Greet at the Boys 
& Girls Club of Wakefield where 
writers and illustrators of all genres 
and levels were invited to meet up 
and get to know other creative 
minds in the north of Boston region. 

Five years later on Monday, 
April 11th -- since so much feels like 
starting over again these days -- 
TRTW is returning to where it all 
began. Stop in anytime between 6:30 
pm and 8:30 pm. 

At that very first Meet & Greet 
we encouraged writers, illustrators, 
book sellers, librarians, and lovers 
of words in general to join us for ca- 
sual conversation about writing and 
illustration. Join in! Attendees are 
encouraged to bring writing sam- 
ples, art samples, books or just 
show up to connect with local writ- 
ers and illustrators at the Boys & 
Girls Club of Wakefield located in 
the Americal Civic Center at 467 
Main Street in Wakefield, MA. 

In addition, TRTW would love to 
hear your thoughts, ideas and expe- 
riences with senior and veterans 
writing programs and to introduce 
you to Linda Malcolm, The Room to 
Write's Coordinator for Senior and 


Ny 


PICTURE BOOK - Above, a scene from Bubbie & Rivka’s Best- 


Ever Challah. 


Veteran Programming. 

Coffee, tea and something for a 
sweet tooth will be provided. This 
event is free but attendees are wel- 
come to bring a favorite, locally 
written or illustrated,. children’s 
book along to donate to the Wake- 
field Boys & Girls Club library. If 
you have published a children's 
book, please bring your own, signed 
book to donate. 

This event is sponsored by The 
Room to Write and located in space 
being generously provided by Boys 
& Girls Club of Stoneham & Wake- 


iy 


(Illustration by Sarah Lynne) 


field with special thanks to Sarah 
Lynne Reul for providing the ac- 
companying illustration from her 
picture book, Bubbie & Rivka’s 
Best-Ever Challah (so far!), coming 
out in September 2022. 

Contact Colleen Getty at 
colleen@theroomtowrite.org or 
(781)621-3274 with questions or to let 
us know you will attend. 

Visit: theroomtowrite.org for 
more information or to learn about 
other programs and events offered 
by TRTW. 


STOREWIDE SALE. 


20-50% OFF AND EVEN More) 


INSTANT CASH 


For your Jewelry..... 
in any condition 


SeeusLAST “= 
mE HIGHEST PRICES! 
aw 98 Gold & Silver 
~~ eBuying Diamonds 
) peel me 


 ( FREE Appraisal! 
Stop by or call for a - 
confidential 


Receive 10 for GAS 


when we purchase 


$300 or more. 
appointment. Mention. or bring this ad 


ARK EST. 1949 
JEWELERS 


4 Central St., Stoneham (across From Fire Station) 781-438- 1250 
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Jordan’s Furniture hosts Adoption Meet & Greet 
for children in foster care and prospective families 


READING — There are 
over 1,700 children in Mas- 
sachusetts who are wait- 
ing for adoption right 
now. To help children in 
state care meet families 
that are ready to parent, 
Jordan’s Furniture is 
hosting a special adoption 
event this Sunday, April 10 
from 8:30 - 11:00 am, at 
Jordan’s. Furniture, 50 
Walker’s Brook Dr., Read- 
ing, MA. This event is by 
invitation only. 

Jordan’s Furniture hosts 
this event in collaboration 
with the Massachusetts 
Adoption Resource Ex- 
change (MARE) and the 
Massachusetts Depart- 
ment of Children & Fa- 
milies (DCF) to help find 
permanent families for 
children in state foster 
care. Prospective adop- 
tive parents who have 
been through the approval 
process and are licensed 
will be able to meet wait- 
ing children. Licensed fa- 
milies will have an oppor- 
tunity to meet with social 
workers in a casual at- 
mosphere. 

“We continually look for 


MANNY & SON PAINTING 
Interior/Exterior 
Wallpaper Removal Free Est. 
Low Rates 
Over 37 Yrs. Experience 
781-932-8299 


Home 


improvement 


ways to encourage inter- 
action between children 
and adults at our adoption 
events,” says Eliot Tatel- 
man, President and CEO 
of Jordan’s Furniture. 
“After all, that is why the 
concept of adoption events 
work... people interacting 
with each other, getting to 
know one another, making 
new friends.” Tatelman 
continues, “We have a fun, 
family-friendly store in 
Reading with a _ ropes 
course and a water show, 
plus we add activities and 
attractions like arts & 
crafts, stilt walking, face 
painting and balloon art- 
istry. It becomes the per- 
fect environment for both 
kids and adults to enjoy 


some quality time togeth- - 


er.” Eliot continues, “From 
previous adoption events 
that we have hosted, i 
has proven to be very suc- 
cessful in making match- 


es and ultimately creating - 


families! We are so proud 
to continue our support of 
the adoption and foster 
care communities be- 
cause we see SO many pos- 
itive outcomes from our 


ANTIQUES TO 
COLLECTIBLES 
Antiq., furn., glass, orientals, 
paintings, jewelry, sterling, 1 pc - 
entire contents. No obligation. W. 
White Jr. 781-933-1258 


Real Estate 


Wanted 


ALL RUN DOWN HOMES 


efforts,” Tatelman con- 
cludes. 

The private event is open 
to families currently in- 
volved in Massachusetts 
Approach to Partnerships 
in Parenting (MAPP) 
training or in the final 
stages of the homestudy 
process. Families will have 
the opportunity to speak 
with social workers and 
meet waiting children and 
sibling groups, in a fun 
and interactive environ- 
ment. 

“Children and_ teens 
need the stability and lov- 
ing support a permanent 
family provides. Every 
child deserves a perma- 
nent family,” says Bridget 
Chiaruttini, Executive Di- 
rector of MARE. “We are 
proud to continue our 
partnership with Jordan’s 
Furniture. Events like this 
one are a great way to 
promote fun interaction, 
and, hopefully, result in 
adoptive matches for the 
youth and families that we 
serve,” she concludes. 

In Massachusetts, 2,400 
children currently reside 
in foster care and have 


. WILMINGTON 
1 Church St 
Contractor’s Storage Space 
Perfect for Electrician, Plumber 
900 s.f. @ $1,000 / month 
Call 978-815-4116 
NortheasternDevelopment.com 


WILMINGTON - OFFICE SPACE 
‘Heritage Commons Office Park 
5 Middlesex Ave - $850 p.m. 
Renovated Unit w/ Direct Access 
Close to all HWYs & MBTA. 
Call 978-815-4116 


the goal of adoption, and 
more than 700 of those 
children have no relative 
or other potential adopter. 
Teens, sibling groups, 
children of color, youth 
who identify as LGBTQ+, 
and/or children with spe- 
cial needs tend to wait the 
longest for families. 

Prospective adoptive pa- 
rents can be almost any 
age (18+); single, partner- 
ed, married, LGBT; home- 
owners or renters; experi- 
enced parents or new to 
parenting. Families of va- 
rious income levels can 
adopt, as long as they 
have a stable source of 
income to support a child. 
There are no fees to adopt 
a child from foster care. 
Financial subsidies may 
be available, and children 
adopted from foster care 
are eligible for a tuition- 
waiver at Massachusetts 
state colleges and univer- 
sities. 

Anyone who is interested 
in learning more about 
adoption from foster care, 


applying to become an 
adoptive parent or the 
MAPP training process 
should visit mareinc.org 
or call 617-964-MARE (6273). 


MARE is a private, non- 
profit organization, found- 
ed in 1957 to find adoptive 
homes for children. and 
teens in foster care, in- 
cluding sibling groups and 
children who are tradi- 
tionally harder to place. 
For more _ information 
about MARE, please visit 
mareinc.org. 

Jordan’s Furniture, the 
premiere furniture and 
mattress retailer in New 
England, has one of high- 
est grossing sales per 
square foot records in The 
United States. With indoor 
features like Beantown 
(city made of jellybeans), 
Sunbrella IMAX 3D Thea- 
ters, a 4-level ropes course 
(largest indoor ropes 
course in the world), in- 
door water shows, an icon- 
ic holiday village display, 


and full-service restau- 
rants, Jordan’s Furniture 
is the leader in combining 
entertainment with shop- 
ping. Store locations. are 
destinations, with the ave- 
rage time spent on-site 
over double the industry 
average. Customer Ser- 
vice at Jordan’s is para- 
mount. Jordan’s 1200 em- 
ployees, the ‘“J-Team”, 
excel at providing an un- 
paralleled shopping expe- 
rience. Established over 
100 years ago and starting 
as a family business, Jor- 
dan’s Furniture is a com- 
munity leader in their 
markets and believes in 
giving back to the com- 
munity through charita- 
ble partnerships. They 
currently have seven store 
locations including Avon 
MA, Natick MA, Reading 
MA, Nashua NH, War- 
wick, RI, New Haven CT 
and South Portland ME, 
along with a Distribution 
Center Taunton, MA. 


BURLINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


CAFCTERIA 
WORKERS 


Permanent Part Time position 
available at Fox Hill Elementary School 


15 hours/week 


SUBSTITUTE POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


on an as-needed basis to work in any 
school building, 3 hours/day 


Complete ROR HON details and application available 


at 


HIRING: 


Classified lolBis 
ss oo 


GENERAL HELP 


15 HOURS A WEEK 
Monday-Friday 2pm-5pm 
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WATERPROOFING WILMINGTON - 1 CHURCH ST ; 
Stairs and Chimneys. Restorations, SALISBURY BEACH : Renovated 1-Bedroom Apt. PLASTIC CONCEPTS. INC Or email 
full tear down, rebuilds. Insured. 2 3 & 4 Bedroom 700 s.f. @ $1800 p.m. be h 
2, 978.663.7996 umanresources 
Clean, Respectable, Friendly and Cottages and Condos Close to all HWYs & MBTA. or Imalboeuf@ z . 
: é 9g 
Skilled service. Bill Steed. 508-397- Tom Saab RE Call 978-815-4116 plastic-concepts.com dailytimesinc.com 
7815 978-683-6699 NortheasternDevelopment.com Plastic Concepts, Inc. _ www.plastic-concepts.com 
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YOUR AD HERE APPEARS OVER 66,000 TIMES A WEEK IN EIGHT COMMUNITIES!!! 
To Place Your Ad Call 781-933-3700, 781-438-1660 or 978-658-2346 


BARK MULCH - LOAM 
HEIML ICH Screened Fill|| |e Swenson | FUN Ete 


McCUE ra] 
ey igpetessoys uality, Affordable Decks, Additions, Porches, 
Crushed CENTERS Carp entry Dormers, Above Ground Pool Decks. and More! 
Stone + General Carpentry ; 
Fd Oy 
BARK MULCH 


CENTERS 
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Site Pac 
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* Replacement Windows ) ia e 
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SCREENED compost | eélivered or 
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* Custom Repairs 
QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE! 


Propane Filling 
& New Tanks 
Available 


Kiln Dried 
Palletized 
Firewood 


We Sell Bark Muich by 
the Yard & by the Bag 
Red Hemlock « Black Cedar 


Pick Up & Local Delivery 
Available 


781-933-1385 


200 Cambridge Rd., Woburn 


Serving 
Middlesex County 
& North of Boston 
For Over 25 Years 
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wenson 101-729-3299 


Swenson 
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781-933-4700 BUiae gat) g Shrubs Plant Desion. | AN-HOME FIOOFING | | Lighting - Residential Wiring « Remodels 
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25 YEARS 


towns inquire at farm about delivery ™ 4 PROF. SERVICE 


- ,ls0. __ SPRING 
| =~ CLEAN-UPS 
WOOD STACKING 
CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES 


781-938-8271 


Russell Farms 
479 Washington St., Woburn 


617-386-3882 


meguiganelectric@ gmail.com 


TREE SERVICE 


| nd ¢ Marquis Tree Service 
SVU! | | TREE REMOVAL Sie 781-272-6662 ——— 
CL 7 ANUP TREE SPR AVING ; > 75 Foot Bucket Truck + 150 Foot Crane 


781-856-3109 


Place Your Find-It-Quick Ad Here at 


70% Off 


Retail Rates! 
Call: 781-933-3700, Ext. 375 


, Aerial Bucket & Crane Formal Degree in Tree Care... We Can 
& Also - Stump Grinding Remove or Safely Prune Any Size Tree 


PROMPT FRIENDLY SERVICE 


Discount Rates 
STUMP GRINDING 


Frily Insured « Free Estimates « References Ayailable Upon Request 
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617-888-2224 FIREWOOD 


take | FULLY INSURED 
fee | FREE ESTIMATES 
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BOS FROM PAGE 1 


ments that had already 
been approved by the 
Planning Board and Con- 
servation Commission. 

She mentioned condi- 
tions sent by Town En- 
gineer Paul Alunni and 
assured the board that 
they would be willing to 
‘meet all of them. 

Town Manager Jeff Hull 
clarified that the appli- 
cants were requesting to 
remove 26,000 cubic yards 
of material to construct 
the 246-space _ satellite 
parking lot for Amazon. 
The earth to be removed is 
where the Shriner’s park- 
ing lot used to be, Elm- 
strom said. 

In their construction plan 
as provided and approved 
by the Planning Board, 
they would be separating 
the parking lots with a 
gate between Amazon and 
Shriner’s. There would still 
be plenty of parking for 
Shriner’s Auditorium. 

Hull also shared that the 
Board of Health, Planning 
and Conservation, and DPW 
recommended approval. 

Selectman Judy O’Con- 
nell asked how long the 
construction would take. 
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also read that the De- 
partment of Education’s 
advisory places a public 
hearing from the School 
Committee before the vote 
in its requirements, which 
they have not done in Wil- 
mington, nor has he seen 
a formalized hearing in 
his work in other districts. 

“What school choice is 
about, at a fundamental 
level, is a public school 
district allowing students 
from other towns to enroll 
and attend school in the 
district,” he explained. 

Brand went on to say 
that school choice is im- 
portant to think about this 
year considering enroll- 
ment, but there are also 
potential negatives and 
limits to consider like a 
school’s capacity. 

The inter-district school 
choice law establishes the 
means in which a student 
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Senior Center layout still a work in progress 


Senior Center layout till a 
work in prThe representa- 
tives for the _ project 
answered that construc- 
tion would last about 60 
days without delays. 
O’Connell also asked 
about how the satellite 
parking lot would work 
once people park. 

In addition to the gate 
between the two parking 
lots, Elmstrom said that 


_ the cul-de-sac would be 


sloped with a textured fin- 
ish. Then, she explained 
that Amazon employees 
would park their personal 
cars in the parking lot and 
pick up their Amazon vans 
at the same location, so 
there would not be any 
pedestrian walking. 

The representatives also 
said that should there be 
any blasting, they would 
follow state laws in addi- 
tion to the requirements 
set by the town engineer. 
However, they wouldn’t 
know if blasting or rock 
crushing would be neces- 
sary until excavation gets 
started. 

A resident in the audi- 
ence asked about the sche- 


dule and how many trucks 
would be required to move 
the 25,000 cubic yards. In 
response, Hull read all the 
recommendations from 
public works including 
seeding the area _ that 
wouldn’t have landscap- 
ing, using extreme caution 
passing buses, the desig- 
nated route to the highway 
from Fordham Road to 
Concord Street to Route 
93, and hours for hauling 
and rock crushing. 

These were 7 a.m. - 3:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday for 
hauling and crushing 9 
a.m. - 3 p.m. Monday-Fri- 
day. 

The board ended the 
hearing and approved the 
request after clarifying 
that there weren’t any 
changes in the plan from 
the one approved by the 
Planning Board. 

The first memo that the 
town manager sent the 
board notified them of a 
grant received for $50,000 
for a sidewalk on Andover 
Street from ARPA funds. 
However, he said this was 
not their top sidewalk 
project priority. 


The next communication 
regarded a virtual meeting 
with the MBTA about the 
railroad crossing equip- 
ment issues. He shared 
that 2021 brought 35 re- 
ports of irregularities and 
there were 20 so far this 
year. Their action item 
was to check on the condi- 
tions of the town’s 10 cross- 
ings. 

Hull also wrote to the 
board with updates on the 
town hall/school admin 
and senior center building 
committees. The town hall/ 
school admin committee 
had looked at more design 
alternatives. Hull said he 
expected there to be mon- 
ey left over to transfer to 
the construction. With the 
senior center, the layout 
was still a work in pro- 
gress and concerns were 
identified with the en- 
trance area. : 

He shared a letter written 
to the Massachusetts School 
Building Authority request- 
ing an extension to the eli- 
gibility period to look at the 
impact that the West Street 
development may have on 
enrollment. This was done 


at the recommendation of 
the MSBA. 

The last piece of commu- 
nication was a letter from 
Daniel Veerman explain- 
ing that he was an abutter 
but still wanted to be able 
to vote on a special permit 
by the 4th of July Com- 
mittee. Hull remarked 
that it seemed reasonable 
for the board to vote that 
his ownership wouldn’t af- 
fect impartiality on the 
special permit applica- 
tion. 

They approved requests 
from Monique Cook to use 
the town common on April 
23 to give out daffodils and 
raise awareness for Sun- 
shine Kids and for Mi- 
chael Murphy to fly a 
“Donate Life” flag at town 
hall in recognition of na- 
tional organ donation 
month. 

In public comment, Kev- 
in MacDonald brought up 
the risk of flooding at the 
high school locker rooms 
and the land taken on 
Salem Street in 1972 that 
could only be used for the 
purpose of building a 
school. He proposed sell- 


Special Ed. costs a concern in school choice 


in one district can attend 
school in another district. 
There are restrictions 
placed on the selection 
process for school choice. 
For example, Brand said 
that the district. can’t ac- 
cept or reject a student 
due to disciplinary record 
or disability status. 

In fact, they must admit 
someone with a disability 
who may require an out- 
of-district placement. If 
they receive more appli- 
cants than seats available, 
they must use a random 
selection process. 

Once a student is accept- 
ed in by. school choice, 
that student would remain 
in the district until gradu- 
ation. A district is allowed 
to reverse their decision 
on school choice later, but 
it has to keep the students 
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invited in during the time 
school choice was open. 

The School Committee 
can also specify which 
schools and grades it 
would accept school choice 
students into. They’re not 
required to provide trans- 
portation to students in 
school choice except by 
IEP. 

Brand shared that the 
committee has until June 
1 to make the decision for 
school choice. He was not 
aware of Wilmington ever 
making school choice an 
option, at least not in the 
past decade. 

School Committee mem- 
ber M. J. Byrnes noted 
that school districts that 
have historically partici- 
pated in school choice 
have seen enrollment 


growth. She wondered 
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where Wilmington would 
be willing to accept stu- 
dents in terms of grades 
and schools. 

Jay Samaha was more 
hesitant to embrace school 
choice. 

“If we took on someone 
from another district with 
special education needs, it 
might not be to our bene- 
fit in the long run... it’s not 
an easy way to increase 
enrollment — it could be, 
or it could be another risk 
to incurring large costs,” 
he said. 

He suggested inviting 
the public and residents of 
Wilmington to provide 
feedback through a hear- 
ing as the Department of 
Education requires. 

Chair Jenn Bryson ven- 
tured as far as to say that 
the School Committee had 
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not adhered to the public 
hearing requirement be- 
fore, even with providing 
public comment opportu- 
nities at their regular meet- 
ings. 


- “T guarantee you fami- 


lies do not know. enough 
about this,” she said. 

Melissa Plowman want- 
ed to make sure that infor- 
mation would be available 
for folks to be able to think 
comprehensively about 
how school choice could 
affect the district. 

“T think a lot of people, 
for example, look at en- 
rollment numbers and say 
[school choice is] an easy 
way. to rectify that.” 

She said she’d like to see 
community involvement 
and forward thinking on 
the matter. 

David Ragsdale suggest- 
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ing the Wildwood land and 
using that money to build 
a new school on Salem 
Street instead. 

He also wanted to see 
the new senior center be 
paired with senior hous- 
ing and possibly the new 
Wildwood school with tea- 
cher housing. 

The board . responded 
that the town is well aware 
of the issue of flooding at 
the high school and. the 
land on Salem Street. 
However, Hull said that 
this location had been re- 
considered for a school 
when they were building 
the new high school based 
on the wetlands on the 
property. 

The announcements that 
the board gave were relat- 
ed to a Wilmington resi- 
dent retiring and upcom- 
ing community outreach 
sessions with the EPA 
about the Olin Superfund 
Site remediation. They de- 
cided to table the Salute to 
Service that night because 
the family wasn’t able to 
make it to the meeting. 

The next Board of Sel- 
ectmen meeting will be 
April 11 at 7 p.m. 


ed that school choice, if it’s 
opened, be limited to the 
high school. He proposed 
that this would address 
some of the concern about 
special education costs, 
which would be lower at 
the high school level. The 
question he wanted to see 
the committee answer was 
whether school choice 
would bring. a net benefit 
to Wilmington. 

Brand agreed with their 
decision to have an official 
public hearing, which they 
can enter by vote during a 
regular meeting. He also 
said he would reach out to 
the superintendent in Bur- 
lington, a nearby district 
that does allow school 
choice, to see what Wil- 
mington could learn. 

Bryson proposed asking 
for guidance on the public 
hearing part from the 
MASC before they set the 
public hearing for school 
choice on a future agenda. 
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